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Abstract: This study critically examines al-Suyūṭī’s claim that all surah names in the Qur’an are 

tawqīfī, a theme that has received limited scholarly attention. Using a descriptive-analytical 

method, this article classifies al-Suyūṭī’s arguments in Al-Itqān fī ʿUlūm al-Qurʾān and evalu-

ates them based on the presence or absence of reliable prophetic or companion-based reports. The 

primary source for this research is Al-Itqān, supported by secondary literature from contemporary 

studies on Qur’anic sciences. The findings show that al-Suyūṭī’s arguments can be divided into 

two major categories: surah names supported by authentic hadith, and those derived from schol-

arly usage without strong textual basis. This study argues that al-Suyūṭī’s assertion of tawqīfiyyah 

is not fully supported by his own evidence, indicating inconsistencies in his methodological ap-

proach. The research contributes to Qur’anic studies by offering a more nuanced understanding 

of the historical development of surah naming and highlighting the interplay between revelation-

based and ijtihād-based nomenclature. 
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Abstrak: Penelitian ini mengkaji secara kritis klaim al-Suyūṭī bahwa seluruh penamaan surah 

dalam al-Qur’an bersifat tawqīfī, sebuah tema yang hingga kini belum banyak mendapatkan 

perhatian ilmiah. Dengan menggunakan metode deskriptif-analitis, artikel ini mengklasifikasi-

kan argumentasi al-Suyūṭī dalam Al-Itqān fī ʿUlūm al-Qurʾān, kemudian mengevaluasinya 

berdasarkan ada atau tidaknya landasan riwayat yang valid dari Nabi atau para sahabat. Sum-

ber utama penelitian ini adalah Al-Itqān, dengan dukungan literatur sekunder dari kajian ulūm 

al-Qur’ān kontemporer. Temuan menunjukkan bahwa argumentasi al-Suyūṭī terbagi menjadi 

dua kategori utama: penamaan surah yang didukung hadis sahih, dan penamaan surah yang 

berasal dari penggunaan ulama tanpa dasar tekstual yang kuat. Penelitian ini berpendapat 

bahwa klaim tawqīfiyyah al-Suyūṭī tidak sepenuhnya didukung oleh bukti yang ia kemukakan, 

sehingga menunjukkan adanya ketidakkonsistenan metodologis. Penelitian ini memberikan 

kontribusi terhadap kajian al-Qur’an dengan menawarkan pemahaman yang lebih komprehen-

sif mengenai perkembangan historis penamaan surah serta interaksi antara nomenklatur berbasis 

wahyu dan berbasis ijtihad. 

Kata Kunci: Al-Suyūṭī; penamaan surah; tawqīfī; ulūm al-Qur’an; argumentasi. 

 

Introduction 

The literature of ʿUlūm al-Qurʾān contains several foundational discussions re-

garding the structure, classification, and transmission of Qur’anic surahs. Classical 

scholars examined a variety of aspects, including the chronological descent of surahs 

(Makkiyah1 and Madaniyah2), the identification of the first and last revealed surahs,3 

the arrangement of surahs in the musḥaf (tartīb al-suwar),4 and the categorization of 

surah groups such as al-Ṭiwāl, al-Miʾūn, al-Mufaṣṣal, and al-Mathānī. Among these 

topics, the naming of surahs represents a significant, yet insufficiently explored, area 

of study. 

Classical scholarship presents divergent views on whether surah names were des-

ignated directly by the Prophet or developed through the ijtihād of the Companions. 

Early authorities such as Ibn Jarīr al-Ṭabarī maintained that all surah names origi-

nated from the Prophet.5 A similar view was expressed by Sulaimān al-Bajīramī (d. 

1221 H), who emphasized that the naming and arrangement of surahs and verses in 

the musḥaf are tawqīfī in nature and were established under the Prophet’s guidance 

through revelation conveyed by the Angel Jibrīl.6 In contrast, institutions such as the 

Saudi Arabian Lajnah Dāʾimah asserted that only some surah names were prophet-

ically designated, while others reflect the independent reasoning of the Companions, 

citing the absence of comprehensive textual proofs. These contrasting perspectives 

highlight a fundamental methodological debate within Qur’anic studies regarding 

the extent to which surah naming is rooted in revelation (tawqīf) or scholarly rea-

soning (ijtihād).7 



Reassessing Al-Suyūṭī’s Claim of Tawqīfiyyah in Surah Naming | 113 

Refleksi, Vol 24, No 1 (2025)   DOI: 10.15408/refleksi.v24.i1.49025 

Although the topic is mentioned in classical works, comprehensive analysis re-

mains limited. One of the most detailed treatments is found in al-Suyūṭī’s Al-Itqān 

fī ʿUlūm al-Qurʾān, where he explicitly claims that the naming of all surahs is 

tawqīfī. He further asserts that multiple surahs including al-Fātiḥah possess several 

tawqīfī names deriving directly from the Prophet. However, not all names men-

tioned by al-Suyūṭī are supported by hadith or reliable reports. In many instances, 

he lists alternative names attributed to later scholars, without providing textual evi-

dence from prophetic or companion traditions.8 

This observation raises a critical methodological question: What criteria did al-

Suyūṭī employ in determining the tawqīfī status of surah names? Preliminary exam-

ination indicates inconsistencies in his approach, where some surah names are sup-

ported with detailed evidence, while others rely solely on scholarly convention. Pre-

vious studies on surah naming have largely focused on theological justification for 

tawqīfiyyah or on modern discussions about surah nomenclature. However, no study 

has systematically evaluated al-Suyūṭī’s methodology by classifying his arguments 

and assessing the strength of their evidentiary basis. This article fills that gap by 

providing a structured analysis grounded in textual examination of Al-Itqān. 

This research aims to critically examine al-Suyūṭī’s claim that all surah names are 

tawqīfī by classifying and evaluating his arguments in Al-Itqān fī ʿUlūm al-Qurʾān. 

Research Methodology 

This research is classified as a type of library research, which is a study conducted 

by collecting and analyzing various literature sources such as books, scientific articles, 

and other relevant print media9 to discuss the naming of surah in the Qur’an, espe-

cially in the book al-Itqān fī ‘Ulūm al-Qur’ān by Jalāl al-Dīn al-Suyūṭī. The method 

used in this study is qualitative with a descriptive-analytical approach, namely de-

scribing and analyzing data systematically to obtain an in-depth understanding of 

the object of study. 

Results and Discussion 

1. Debate About Surah in the Qur’an 

a. Definition of Surah  

Etymologically, the term surah has several meanings, including position (man-

zilah), glory (al-sara), and something complete and complete.10 According to al-

’Utabī, the word surah can be written with or without the addition of hamzah, each 

of which has a different root meaning, but still shows that the surah is an integral 

part of the Qur’an. In addition, surah is also likened to a fence of a building or city, 

because it surrounds the verses in it like houses arranged in one area. Another opin-

ion asserts that the term comes from a word that means a cascading or inter-arranged 
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arrangement, which emphasizes the systematic and cascading nature of the structure 

of the surah.11  

Terminologically, scholars define surah as a set of verses of the Qur’an that form 

a single unit, having a clear beginning and end. From these various views, it can be 

concluded that surah is an independent unit in the Qur’an that is systematically 

arranged to distinguish one surah from another. 

b. Ijtihādi and Tawqīfi in the Arrangement of the Surah of the Qur’an 

The compilation of surah in the Qur’an known today begins with surah al-

Fātiḥah and ends with surah al-Nās. However, there are differences of opinion 

among scholars as to whether this arrangement is Ijtihādi (the result of the ijtihad of 

the Companions) or tawqīfi (based on the decree of the Prophet). In fact, some 

scholars take a moderate position that the arrangement is a combination of the two. 
 

1) Ijtihādi opinion 

According to some scholars such as Mālik ibn Anas, al-Qāḍī Abū Bakr, and Ibn 

al-Fāris, the preparation of surahs is carried out based on the ijtihad of the compan-

ions. This is evidenced by the difference in the arrangement of surahs in the musḥaf 

of several companions such as Ali Ibn Abī Ṭālib, Ibn Mas’ūd, and ‘Uthmān Ibn 

‘Affān. For example, the ‘Alī musḥaf is composed according to the chronology of the 

descent of revelation, while the ‘Uthmān musḥaf is uniform in its structure as it is 

known today. This opinion is also reinforced by the narration that ‘Uthmān ordered 

the preparation of long surahs without the separation of the basmalah between al-

Anfāl and al-Tawbah.12 
 

2) Tawqīfi Opinion 

Some scholars are of the opinion that the arrangement of the surah comes directly 

from the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), and the companions simply 

follow the arrangement without change. This is supported by the consensus of the 

Companions when writing the musḥaf ‘Uthmān as well as the narrations that show 

that the Prophet determined the position of the surah and verses. For example, the 

hadith that mentions that the Prophet received seven long surahs in lieu of the Torah 

is the basis for this opinion.13 
 

3) Compromise Opinion: Part Tawqīfi, Part Ijtihādi 

This opinion states that most of the surahs are determined directly by the Prophet 

(tawqīfi), while a small part is determined by the ijtihad of the companions. Scholars 

such as al-Zarqānī and Ibn ‘Aṭiyyah support this view. They consider that some su-

rahs, such as al-Ṭiwāl and al-Mufaṣṣal, were arranged in the time of the Prophet, 

while the rest were compiled after his death. 
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The discussion of the surah in the Qur’an is inseparable from a number of debates 

that have developed among classical and contemporary scholars. This debate covers 

several aspects, including: the number of surahs in the Qur’an, the naming of surahs, 

the order in which surahs are placed, to whether the naming of surahs is tauqīfī 

(determined directly by the Prophet PBUH) or ijtihādī (the result of the thoughts 

of the companions and scholars after him).14 

2. Brief Biography of Jalāl al-Dīn al-Suyūṭī 

Jalāl al-Dīn al-Suyūṭī was a great Egyptian scholar whose full name was Abd al-

Rahmān al-Kamal Abī Bakr Ibn Muḥammad Ibn Sabiq al-Dīn Ibn al-Fakhr 

Uthmān Ibn Nazīr al-Dīn al-Hamām al-Khudairi al-Suyūṭī. He was born in Asyuth, 

Egypt, in early Rajab 849 H/1445 AD, to a family of Persian descent. Since child-

hood he was an orphan, but grew up in a scientific and religious environment. 

He came from a family of Persian blood who later settled in Egypt. Since child-

hood, he was orphaned, but grew up in a religious and scientific environment. His 

enthusiasm for learning was very high, until at the age of 17 he was allowed to teach 

and give fatwas by his teachers.15 

Al-Suyūṭī learned from many prominent scholars in the fields of jurisprudence, 

hadith, tafsir, Arabic, and even medicine. She also has female teachers. One of his 

most famous works is al-Asibāh wa al-Naḍāir, a refinement of al-Subkhi’s work.16 

At the age of 40, he chose to leave public activities to focus on worship. Al-Suyūṭī 

died on 19 Jumadil Ula 911 H/1505 AD and was buried in Cairo near the tomb of 

Imam al-Shafi’ī.17  

3. Al-Suyūṭī’s Argument on the Naming of Surahs in the Qur’an 

a. Naming of Surah in the Qur’an 

Scholars have agreed that the number of surahs in the Qur’an is 114, starting 

from surah al-Fātiḥah [1] to surah al-Nās [114]. Of the entire surah, al-Suyūṭī gives 

only an explanation of 40 surahs, while the other 74 surahs are not discussed in detail 

in his work. 

In this study, the naming of surahs in the Qur’an is classified into three main 

categories: first, based on the number of other names of the Qur’anic surahs. Second, 

based on the existence of certain reasons or the absence of reasons in the naming of 

surah. Third, based on the references of the hadith book. 

1) Based on Number of Other Names 

This classification is based on the number of alternative names pinned to a surah. 

Some surahs have only one name, while others have two names or even more than 

three names. Further details on this classification can be found in Table 4.1 below. 
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No. Classification of 

Number of Other 

Names 

Surah Name 

1 One Name al-Anfāl [8], al-Naḥl [16], al-Shu’arā [26], al-Naml [27], al-Sajdah 

[32], Faṭīr [35] al-Zumar [39], Qaf [50], Iqtarabat [54], al-Raḥmān 

[55], al-Mujādalah [58], al-Hasr [59], al-Ṣaff [61], al-Ṭalāq [65], al-

Nasr [110], Tabbat [111], al-Ikhlāṣ [112] 

2 Two Names al-Baqarah [2], Āli-’Imrān [3], al-Mā’idah [5], al-Isrā’ [17], al-Kaḥfī 

[18], Ghāfir [40], Fuṣṣilat [41], al-Jathiah [45], al-Mumtahanah 

[60], al-Tahrīm [66], Sa’ala [70], Arayta [107], al-Kāfirūn [109], al-

Falaq [113], al-Nas [114] 

3 More Than Three 

Names 

al-Fātiḥah [1], al-Barā’ah [9], Yāsīn [36], Tabarak [67], ‘Amma [78], 

Lam Yakun [98]. 

  

The table above shows that the surahs in the Qur’an can be classified based on 

the number of other names of the surah. As for the detailed explanation of the clas-

sification by number of other names, the author elaborates below:  
 

a) Surah Names That Have One Other Name 

The classification of naming surah in the Qur’an which only has one other name 

includes: 1) Surah al-Anfāl [8] with another name Badr;18 2) Surah al-Naḥl [16] with 

another name al-Ni’m;19 3) Surah Ṭāhā [20] with another name al-Kalīm;20 4) Surah 

al-Shu’arā [26] with another name al-Jami’ah;21 5) Surah al-Naml [27] with another 

name Sulaimān;22 6) Surah al-Sajdah [32] with another name al-Madāji’;23 7) Surah 

Faṭīr [35] with another name al-Malāikah;24 8) Surah al-Zumar [39] with another 

name al-Ghuraf;25 9) Surah Muḥammad [47] with another name al-Qitāl;26 10) Su-

rah Qāf [50] with another name al-Bāsiqāt;27 11) Surah Iqtarabat [54] with another 

name al-Qamar;28 12) Surah al-Raḥmān [55] with another name ‘Arūsy al-Qur’ān;29 

13) Surah al-Mujādalah [58] with another name al-Ẓihar;30 14) Surah al-Hasyr [59] 

with another name Banī al-Nadīr;31 15) Surah al-Ṣaff [61] with another name al-

Ḥawāriyyīn;32 16) Surah al-Ṭalāq [65] with another name al-Nisāˈ al-Quṣrā;33 17) 

Surah al-Nasr [110] with another name al-Taudi’;34 18) Surah Tabbat [111] with 

another name al-Masad;35 19) Surah al-Ikhlāṣ [112] with another name al-Asās.36  
 

b) Surah Names That Have Two Names 

The classification of naming surah which has two other names is: 1) Surah al-

Baqarah [2] with other names Fusṭāṭū al-Qur’ān and Sanāmu al-Qur’ān;37 2) Surah 

Āli-’Imrān [3] with other names Ṭaybah and al-Zahrawayni;38 3) Surah al-Mā’idah 

[5] with al-’Uqūd and al-Munqiẓah;39 4) Surah al-Isrā’ [17] with other names Subḥān 

and Banī Isrāˈīl;40 5) Surah al-Kahfi [18] with other names Aṣḥāb al-Kahfi and al-

Ḥāˈilah;41 6) Surah Ghāfir [23] with other names al-Ṭāˈul and Mu’min;42 7) Surah 

Fuṣṣilat [41] with other names al-Sajdah and al-Maṣābiḥ;43 8) Surah al-Jāthiah [45] 
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with other names al-Shari’ah and al-Dahr;44 9) Surah al-Mumtaḥanah [60] with 

other names al-Mumtaḥanah and al-Mumtaḥinah;45 10) Surah al-Taḥrīm [66] with 

other names al-Mutaḥarrim and Lam Tuḥarrimu;46 11) Surah Sa’ala [70] with other 

names al-Ma’ārij and al-Wāqi’;47 12) Surah Ara ayta [107] with other names al-Dīn 

and al-Mā’ūn;48 13) Surah al-Kāfirūn [109] with other names al-Muqasyqisyah and 

al-’Ibādah;49 14) Surah al-Falaq [113] and al-Nāṣ [114] with other names al-Mu’aw-

wiẓatāni and al-Musyaqsyiqatāni.50 
 

c) Surah Names That Have More Than Three Names 

The names of surahs that have more than three other names are; First, surah al-

Fātiḥah [1] with the names of Fātiḥah al-Kitāb, Fātiḥah al-Qur’ān, ‘Ummu al-Kitāb, 

‘um al-Qur’ān, al-Qur’ān al-’Aẓīm, al-Sab’ al-Mathānī, al-Wāfiah, al-Kanz, al-

Kāfiah, al-Asās, al-Nūr, al-Hamdu, al-Syukru, al-Hamdu al-Ūlā, al-Hamd al-Quṣrā, 

al-Ruqiyah, al-Syifā, al-Syāfiah, al-Ṣalāh, al-Du’ā, al-Suāl, Ta’lim al-Masalah, al-

Munājah, Tafwīḋ.51 Second, Surah al-Barā’ah [9] with other names al-Fāḍiḥah, al-

Muqasyqisyah, al-Munaqqirah, al-Bahūth, al-Ḥāfirah, al-Muthīrah.52 Third, Surah 

Yāsin [36] with other names Qalb al-Qur’ān, al-Mu’immah, al-Dāfi’ah, al-Qāḍiah.53 

Fourth, surah Tabārak [67] with other names al-Mulk, al-Māniʻah, al-Munjiah, al-

Mujādilah.54 Fifth, surah ‘Amma [78] with other names al-Nabā’, al-Tasā’ul, al-

Mu’ṣirāt.55 Sixth, surah Lam Yakun [98] with other names Ahl al-Kitāb, al-Bayynah, 

al-Qiyāmah, al-Bariyyah and al-Infikāk.56 

2) The Basis for Naming Surah Al-Qur’an  

After classifying the naming of surahs based on the number of other names, the 

next step is to examine the naming of surahs based on the existence or absence of 

the reasons stated by al-Suyūṭī in giving names to surahs in the Qur’an. The details 

of the classification can be seen in the following table: 
No. Classification  Surah Name 

1 Surah Names 

based on Reason  

al-Fātiḥah [1], al-Barā’ah [9], al-Naḥl[16], Ṭāhā [20], al-Syu’arā [26], 

al-Jasyiah [45], al-Mumtahanah [60], Tabārak [67], Lamyakun [98], 

al-Kāfirun [109], al-Nasr [110], al-Ikhlās [112], Ghafir [40] 

2 Absence of Rea-

son in Nomina-

tion 

al-Fātiḥah [1], al-Isrā [17], al-Naml [27], al-Sajdah [32], Fāṭir [35], 

al-Zumar [39], Fuṣṣilat [41], Muḥammad [47], Qāf [50], al-Ṣaf [61], 

al-Tahrīm [66], Sa’ala [70], ‘Amma [78], Ara ayta [107], Tabbat 

[111], al-Falaq [113] and al-Nās [114] 

Table 4. 2: Classification of Reason in Other Surah Names 

 

Based on the table above, al-Suyūṭī classifies the naming of surahs in the Qur’an 

into two main categories, namely: first, the naming of surahs accompanied by a clear 

reason; and second, the naming of surahs that are not accompanied by specific ex-

planations or reasons. 
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a) Classification of Surah Naming Accompanied by Certain Reasons 

Of the 40 surahs that al-Suyuthi explained regarding the naming of surahs in the 

Qur’ān, al-Suyūtī only explained 14 surah names based on reason. The names of the 

surahs are;  

1. Surah. al-Fātiḥah [1], as for surah al-Fātiḥah has several names includ-

ing: a) Fātiḥah al-Kitāb. According to al-Suyūṭī there are several funda-

mental reasons for the name; First, based on the reason of the hadith 

narrated by Ibn Jarīr from the path of Abī Ẓˈib from al-Maqburī from 

Abī Hurairah that the Messenger of Allah said:  

 هي أمّ القرأن وهي فاتحة الكتاب وهي السبع المثاني 

“al-Fātiḥah is ‘um al-Qur’ān, and he is Fātiḥah al-Kitāb and he is al-Sab’ 

al-Mathāni”57 

Secondly, since the Qur’an opens with al-Fātiḥah, every ta’lim is also 

started by reciting it and likewise the recitation of prayer always begins 

with al-Fātiḥah. Third, there are those who argue that the reason for 

being named Fātiḥaḥ al-Kitāb is because surah al-Fātiḥah is the first su-

rah in the Qur’an to come down.58 Fourth, since this surah was first 

written in Lauḥ al-Mahfuẓ, this opinion according to al-Mursyī requires 

the postulates of naqli that make it true.59 b) Fātiḥaḥ al-Qur’ān, because 

al-Fātiḥah is Fātiḥaḥ al-Qur’ān so based on this riwayah what is meant 

by al-Kitāb and al-Qur’ān is according to al-Mursyī.60 c) al-Qur’ān al-

’Aẓīm, because surah al-Fātiḥah covers all the meanings and contents of 

the Qur’an.61 d) al-Kāfiyah, because prayer becomes perfect because of 

it.62 e) al-Asās, because it is the origin of the Qur’an and the surah from 

it.63 f) al-Ṣalāh, because one of the pillars of prayer is surah al-Fātiḥah.64 

g) = al-Ḍuāˈ, because in it there is a prayer which is the recitation “Ih-

dina al-Ṣirāṭa al-Mustqīm”.65 h) Ta’līm al-Mas’alah, according to al-

Mursyī in surah al-Fātiḥah there is a guide for a servant when he asks 

Allah, which is to start by praising first.66 i) al-Munājah, because accord-

ing to al-Suyūṭī every servant prays to his Lord with the prayer “  ُُإِيَّاكَ نَعْبد

 j) al-Tafwīḍ, because in it there is a complete surrender 67.”وَإِيَّاكَ نسَْتعَِينُ 

of all affairs to Allah.68  

2. Surah al-Barā’ah [9] another name al-Tawbah, because in this surah 

there is the word al-Tawbah, namely: 

ـقَدْ  
َ
ذِينَۡ اتَّبَعُوهُۡ فِىۡ سَاعَةِ الۡعُسۡرَةِ   تَّابَ ل

َّ
نصَۡارِ ال

َ
وَالۡمُهٰجِرِينَۡ وَالاۡ بِىِّ  ى النَّ

َ
ُ عَل مِنۡۢۡ   اللّٰه

نۡهُمۡ وۡبُ فَرِيۡقٍ مِّ
ُ
ادَ يَزِيغُۡ قُل

َ
يۡهِمۡ تَابَ ثُمَّ  بَعۡدِ مَا ك

َ
حِيۡمٌ   عَل   ﴾۱۱۷﴿   اِنَّه بِهِمۡ رَءُوۡفٌ رَّ
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“Indeed, Allah accepted the repentance of the Prophet, the muhajirin and 

the ansar who followed the Prophet in times of difficulty, after the hearts of 

some of them were about to turn, then Allah accepted their repentance. In-

deed, Allah is Most Merciful and Most Merciful to them”. (QS. al-Tawbah 

verse 117). 

Another name is al-Hāfirah. Why is it called so, because this surah al-

Bara’ah was taken and issued due to all the evil that is in the hearts of 

the hypocrites. According to al-Suyūṭī this reason is stated by Ibn al-

Fars.69  

3. Surah al-Naḥl [16] another name al-Ni’ām, the reason for the name is 

based on the opinion of Ibn al-Fars, he said that because Allah SWT 

mentions many of his blessings to his servants.70  

4. Surah Ṭāhā [20] another name of al-Kalīm, according to al-Suyūṭī this 

name is explained by al-Shakhāwi in the book Jamāl al-Qurā’.71  

5. Surah al-Shu’arā [26] another name of al-Jāmi’ah, according to al-

Suyūṭī the name al-Jāmi’ah is found in the book of tafsir of Imam 

Mālik.72  

6. Surah al-Jāthiyah [45] other names al-Syarī’ah and al-Dahr, according 

to al-Suyūṭī the names of al-Syarī’ah and al-Dahr are found in the book 

al-’Ajāib.73  

7. Surah al-Mumtahanah [60], according to Ibn Hajar quoted by al-

Suyūṭī, this surah has two other names, the first al-Mumtahanah and 

the second al-Mumtahinah [60]. The reason for naming it with the 

name al-Mumtahanah is because the surah consists of female nature, 

therefore this surah was revealed. Meanwhile, the reason for naming it 

with the name al-Mumtahinah where the letter ḥa is handed over is due 

to the nature of the surah itself, such as in surah al-Barā’ah [9] which 

means al-Faḍihah.74  

8. Surah Tabārak [67] is another name of al-Wāqiyah and al-Mannā’ah, 

the reason for naming these names is quoted by al-Suyūṭī in the book 

Jamāl al-Qurāˈ.75  

9. Surah Lam-Yakun [98] other names al-Bayyinah, al-Qiyāmah, al-

Bariyyah and al-Infikāk. The naming of other names of surah Lam ikun, 

according to al-Suyūṭī, is found in the book Jamāl al-Qurā’.76  

10. Surah al-Kāfirūn [109] another name of al-’Ibādah, the reason for its 

naming according to al-Suyūṭī is found in the book Jamāl al-Qurā’.77  

11. Surah al-Naṣr [110] another name is al-Taudī’, the reason for the nam-

ing is because in this surah there is faith in the Prophet (peace be78 upon 

him). 12). Surah al-Ikhlāṣ [112] another name for al-Asās, the reason for 
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naming it is because the surah includes monotheism to Allah which is 

the principle or basis of religion.79 

Another argument used by al-Suyūṭī in naming surahs in the Qur’an is to refer 

to some of the riwayahs that are attributed to the Prophet, both those that have 

strong authority and those that are not fully recognized as valid. These sources in-

clude hadith books that are considered authentic and whose truth is questionable, 

which are then used to strengthen the reasons for naming certain surahs within the 

framework of Islamic interpretation and tradition. 

Referring to the previous table, the naming of surahs in the Qur’an based on 

historical sources can be classified into three categories. First, the naming is sourced 

from clear and authoritative hadith books. Second, naming that refers to the book 

of hadith but with a source that is not specifically mentioned or is not known for 

sure. Third, naming that comes from non-hadith literature. The details of each of 

these categories can be seen in the table that has been presented. 

1. Based on the Hadith Books 

The names of surah and other names based on riwayah that refer to the book of 

hadith include;  

1) Al-Fatihah is another name al-Sab’ al-Mathānī this name according to al-

Suyuti based on the hadith narrated by Daruquṭni, the hadith is as follows: 

حدثنا يحيى بن محمد بن صاعد ومحمد بن مخلد قالا نا جعفر بن مكرم ثنا أبو بكر الحنفي 

ثنا عبد الحميد بن جعفر أخبرني نوح بن أبي بلال عن سعيد بن أبي سعيد المقبري عن 

أبي هريرة قال قال رسول اللّٰ صلى اللّٰ عليه و سلم : إذا قرأتم الحمد للّٰ فاقرءوا بسم 

وبسم اللّٰ الرحمن الرحيم    والسبع المثانييم إنها أم القرآن وأم الكتاب  اللّٰ الرحمن الرح

إحداها قال أبو بكر الحنفي ثم لقيت نوحا فحدثني عن سعيد بن أبي سعيد المقبري  

 80عن أبي هريرة بمثله ولم يرفعه 

2) Al-Baqarah [2] another name Fusṭaṭāṭ al-Qur’ān this naming according to 

al-Suyuti is based on a hadith narrated by Khalid bin Ma’dan  

No. Reference Surah Name 

1 Book of Hadith al-Fātiḥah [1], al-Barā’ah [9], al-Baqarah [2], al-Hasyr [59], Āli-

’Imrān [3], Tabārak [67]. 

2 The Book of Had-

ith Is Not Clear 

al-Bara’ah [9], al-Kahfi [18], Yāsin [36], Iqtarabat [54], al-Raḥmān 

[55], al-Mujādalah [58], al-Kāfirūn [109] 

3 Non-Hadith 

Books 

Ṭāhā [20], al-Syu’arā [26], al-Jathiah [45], al-Mumtahanah [60], 

Tabārak [67], Lamyakun [98]. 
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فيها   يذكر  التي  القرآنالسورة  وتركها    البقرة فسطاط  بركة  تعليمها  فإن  فتعلموها 

 81حسرة ولا يستطيعها البطلة 
Another name is Sanām al-Qur’an, according to al-Suyūṭi, the reason for the 

naming is based on a hadith contained in the book al-Mustadrak, as follows: 

ثَ  ضْرِ ، حَدَّ حْمَدَ بْنِ النَّ
َ
دُ بْنُ أ ثنََا مُحَمَّ وَيْهِ ، حَدَّ

َ
حْمَدَ بْنِ بَال

َ
دُ بْنُ أ رٍ مُحَمَّ

ْ
بُو بَك

َ
ثَنَا أ نَا مُعَاوِيَةُ  حَدَّ

بِي هُرَيْرَةَ رَضِ 
َ
بِي صَالِحٍ ، عَنْ أ

َ
ثَنَا زَائِدَةُ ، عَنْ حَكِيمِ بْنِ جُبَيْرٍ ، عَنْ أ ُ  بْنُ عَمْرٍو ، حَدَّ يَ اللَّّٰ

وَإِنَّ سَنَامَ   شَيْءٍ سَنَامًا ،   ِ
ّ

لِكُل : إِنَّ  مَ 
َّ
وَسَل يْهِ 

َ
عَل  ُ ى اللَّّٰ

َّ
 الِلّٰ صَل

ُ
 رَسُول

َ
قَال  :  

َ
قَال عَنْهُ ، 

بَقَرَةِ 
ْ
قُرْآنِ سُورَةُ ال

ْ
 82ال

3) Surah Āli-’Imrān [3] another name of al-Zahrāwayni, al-Suyūṭī explains that 

the naming of this surah is based on a hadith stated in the book of Saḥīḥ 

Muslim; 

تَوْبةََ   بُو 
َ
أ ثَنَا  ىُّ حَدَّ وَانِ

ْ
حُل
ْ
عَلِىٍّ ال بْنُ  حَسَنُ 

ْ
ثَنِى ال نَافِعٍ    -حَدَّ بْنُ  بِيعُ  الرَّ مُعَاوِيَةُ    -وَهُوَ  ثَنَا    -حَدَّ

مٍ  
َّ
   -يَعْنِى ابْنَ سَلا

َ
بَاهِلِىُّ قَال

ْ
مَامَةَ ال

ُ
بُو أ

َ
ثَنِى أ  حَدَّ

ُ
مٍ يَقُول

َّ
بَا سَلا

َ
نَّهُ سَمِعَ أ

َ
 سَمِعْتُ  عَنْ زَيْدٍ أ

  ِ  اللَّّٰ
َ

قِيَامَةِ شَفِيعًا    -صلى اللّٰ عليه وسلم-رَسُول
ْ
ال ى يَوْمَ  تِ

ْ
يَأ قُرْآنَ فَإِنَّهُ 

ْ
 » اقْرَءُوا ال

ُ
يَقُول

صْحَابِهِ اقْرَءُوا  
َ
هْرَاوَيْنِ لأ نَّهُ   الزَّ

َ
أ
َ
قِيَامَةِ ك

ْ
تِيَانِ يَوْمَ ال

ْ
بَقَرَةَ وَسُورَةَ آلِ عِمْرَانَ فَإِنَّهُمَا تَأ

ْ
مَا  ال

صْحَابِهِمَا  
َ
أ انِ عَنْ  اجَّ حَ

ُ
مِنْ طَيْرٍ صَوَافَّ ت فِرْقَانِ  نَّهُمَا 

َ
أ
َ
وْ ك

َ
أ غَيَايَتَانِ  نَّهُمَا 

َ
أ
َ
وْ ك

َ
أ غَمَامَتَانِ 

  
َ

قَال  .» ةُ 
َ
بَطَل

ْ
ال تَسْتَطِيعُهَا   

َ
وَلا حَسْرَةٌ  هَا 

َ
وَتَركْ ةٌ 

َ
بَركَ خْذَهَا 

َ
أ فَإِنَّ  بَقَرَةِ 

ْ
ال سُورَةَ  اقْرَءُوا 

حَرَةُ مُعَاوِ  ةَ السَّ
َ
بَطَل

ْ
نَّ ال

َ
غَنِى أ

َ
 83يَةُ بَل

4) Surah al-Barā’ah [9] another name of al-Faḍiḥāh, al-Suyūṭī argues that the 

name al-Faḍiḥāh refers to the hadith of the Prophet contained in the book 

Saḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, the hadith is: 

بُو بِشْرٍ  
َ
خْبَرَنَا أ

َ
ثنََا هُشَيْمٌ أ يْمَانَ حَدَّ

َ
ثَنَا سَعِيدُ بْنُ سُل حِيمِ حَدَّ دُ بْنُ عَبْدِ الرَّ ثَنَا مُحَمَّ عَنْ  حَدَّ

تْ تَنْزِ 
َ
فَاضِحَةُ مَا زَال

ْ
وْبةَُ هِيَ ال  التَّ

َ
وْبةَِ قَال اسٍ سُورَةُ التَّ تُ لِابْنِ عَبَّ

ْ
 قُل

َ
  سَعِيدِ بْنِ جُبَيْرٍ قَال

ُ
ل

نْ 
َ
أ
ْ
تُ سُورَةُ ال

ْ
 قُل

َ
ا ذكُِرَ فِيهَا قَال

َّ
حَدًا مِنْهُمْ إِل

َ
نْ تُبْقِيَ أ

َ
نَّهَا ل

َ
وا أ فَالِ  وَمِنْهُمْ وَمِنْهُمْ حَتَّى ظَنُّ

ضِيرِ  تْ فِي بَنِي النَّ
َ
 نَزَل

َ
حَشْرِ قَال

ْ
تُ سُورَةُ ال

ْ
 قُل

َ
تْ فِي بَدْرٍ قَال

َ
 نَزَل

َ
 84قَال
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The next name is al-’Aẓāb, the reason for the naming of al-’Aẓāb al-Suyūṭī is 

that the name is found in the hadith recorded in the book al-Mustadrak. The 

hadith is: 

قَاسِمُ بْ 
ْ
ثنََا ال رِيُّ ، حَدَّ

ُ
يَشْك

ْ
مُغِيرَةِ ال

ْ
دُ بْنُ ال ثَنَا مُحَمَّ  ، حَدَّ

ُ
عَدْل

ْ
ثَنَا عَلِيُّ بْنُ حَمْشَاذَ ال نُ  حَدَّ

ةَ ، عَنْ عَبْدِ   عْمَشِ ، عَنْ عَبْدِ الِلّٰ بْنِ مُرَّ
َ
ثَنَا سُفْيَانُ بْنُ سَعِيدٍ ، عَنِ الأ يُّ ، حَدَّ عُرَنِ

ْ
مِ ال

َ
حكَ

ْ
ال

مْ اللِّٰ 
ُ
 : مَا تَقْرَؤُونَ رُبُعُهَا ، يَعْنِي بَرَاءَةَ ، وَإِنَّك

َ
ُ عَنْهُ ، قَال مَةَ ، عَنْ حُذَيْفَةَ رَضِيَ اللَّّٰ

َ
   بْنِ سَل

وْبةَِ وَهِيَ سُورَةُ  ونَهَا سُورَةَ التَّ عَذَابِ تُسَمُّ
ْ
 85ال

5) Surah al-Ḥasyr [59] another name Banī al-Naḍīr, according to al-Suyūṭī the 

reason for the naming of al-Naḍīr is because the name is listed in the hadith 

stated in the book Saḥīḥ al-Bukhārī; 

بِي بِشْرٍ عَنْ سَعِيدٍ 
َ
بُو عَوَانَةَ عَنْ أ

َ
خْبَرَنَا أ

َ
ادٍ أ يَى بْنُ حَمَّ ثنََا يَحْ حَسَنُ بْنُ مُدْرِكٍ حَدَّ

ْ
ثَنَا ال   حَدَّ

ُ عَنْهُمَا  اسٍ رَضِيَ اللَّّٰ تُ لِابْنِ عَبَّ
ْ
 قُل

َ
حَشْرِ قَال

ْ
ضِيرِ  سُورَةُ ال  سُورَةُ النَّ

ْ
 قُل

َ
 86قَال

6) Surah Tabārak [67] other names are al-Mulk and al-Māni’ah, according to 

al-Suyūṭī the naming is based on hadith recorded in several hadith books. 

Including; al-Mustadrak, Sunan al-Tirmiẓī, and Sunan Musnad ‘Ubay. Here 

the author gives only one hadith which is stated in the book Sunan al-

Tirmiẓī; 

رِىُّ  
ْ
ك يَى بْنُ عَمْرِو بْنِ مَالِكٍ النُّ ثَنَا يَحْ وَارِبِ حَدَّ بِى الشَّ

َ
مَلِكِ بْنِ أ

ْ
دُ بْنُ عَبْدِ ال ثَنَا مُحَمَّ عَنْ حَدَّ

بِىِّ   النَّ صْحَابِ 
َ
أ بَعْضُ  ضَرَبَ   

َ
قَال اسٍ  عَبَّ ابْنِ  عَنِ  جوَْزَاءِ 

ْ
بِى ال

َ
أ عَنْ  بِيهِ 

َ
عليه -أ اللّٰ  صلى 

ذِى  خِبَاءَهُ عَ   -وسلم
َّ
تَبَارَكَ ال  سُورَةَ 

ُ
يَقْرَأ سَانٌ 

ْ
إِن نَّهُ قَبْرٌ فَإِذَا فِيهِ 

َ
سِبُ أ  يَحْ

َ
ى قَبْرٍ وَهُوَ لا

َ
ل

بِىَّ  تىَ النَّ
َ
كُ حَتَّى خَتَمَهَا فَأ

ْ
مُل

ْ
ى ضَرَبْتُ   -صلى اللّٰ عليه وسلم-بِيَدِهِ ال ِ

ِ إِنّ  اللَّّٰ
َ

 يَا رَسُول
َ

فَقَال

ل نَا 
َ
وَأ قَبْرٍ  ى 

َ
ى عَل تَبَارَكَ  خِبَائِ سُورَةَ   

ُ
يَقْرَأ سَانٌ 

ْ
إِن فِيهِ  فَإِذَا  قَبْرٌ  نَّهُ 

َ
أ حْسِبُ 

َ
أ  

َ
كُ ا

ْ
مُل

ْ
حَتَّى   ال

  ِ اللَّّٰ  
ُ

رَسُول  
َ

فَقَال عليه وسلم-خَتَمَهَا.  اللّٰ  هِىَ    -صلى  مَانِعَةُ » 
ْ
مِنْ    ال تُنْجِيهِ  مُنْجِيَةُ 

ْ
ال هِىَ 

بَابِ عَنْ 
ْ
وَجْهِ. وَفِى ال

ْ
بُو عِيسَى هَذَا حَدِيثٌ حَسَنٌ غَرِيبٌ مِنْ هَذَا ال

َ
 أ

َ
قَبْرِ «. قَال

ْ
عَذَابِ ال

بِى هُرَيْرَةَ 
َ
 87أ
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2. Based on the Hadith Book Is Not Explained Definitively 

The names of surahs and other names that are based on the hadith but are not 

explained by al-Suyūṭī include:  

1) al-Kanzu, the name of surah al-Kanzu was narrated by Anas bin Malik with 

the content of the explanation of the hadith, namely  indeed Allah SWT 

gave me something that is only special for me, Allah said that I have given 

you fātihah al-Kitab, the name of  Allah SWTFātiḥah al-Kitab is included in 

the treasures stored in the storage warehouse.88 Another name is al-Ṣalāh, the 

reason for this naming is based on the Qudsi Hadith, as follows: “I divide the 

prayer between me and my servant into two parts.” According to al-Suyūṭī, the 

word al-Ṣalāh from the hadith qudsi is surah al-Fātihāh.89  

2) Surah al-Barā’ah [2] another name of al-Baḥūth, the reason for the naming 

according to al-Suyūṭī is based on a hadith narrated by al-Hakim, the recita-

tion is: “Someone said to Miqdad: It would be better if you did not go to war 

this year, and he replied: Surely surah al-Baḥūth has come to us, namely surah 

al-Barā’ah.”90 

3) Surah al-Kahfi [18] another name Aṣḥāb al-Kahfi, the reason for this naming 

al-Suyūṭī argues that the name is based on the hadith of Ibn Mardūyah, but 

al-Suyūṭī does not include the hadith.91 Another name is al-Ḥāˈilah, the rea-

son for this naming according to al-Suyūṭī is based on the hadith of Ibn 

‘Abbāṣ in marfu’, the hadith is: “That al-Kahfi is mentioned in the Torah by 

the name of al-Ḥā’i, it is the one who blocks the fire of Hell when he is about to 

burn the one who reads it”.92 

However, according to al-Baihaqi quoted by al-Suyuṭī in the book al-Itqān, 

the hadith is Munkar.93  

4) Surah Yāsin [36] other names are al-Mu’immah, al-Dāfi’ah and al-Qāḍiyah, 

the reason for naming these names al-Suyūṭī quotes a hadith narrated by al-

Baihaqī, the hadith is: “This Surah Yāsin in the Torah is called al-Muʻimmah, 

al-Dāfi’ah, al-Qādiah because he can reject all the evils that can befall his 

readers and can also meet all his needs”.94 However, the hadith is considered 

Munkar by al-Baihaqī. This opinion is quoted by al-Suyūṭī in al-Itqān.95 

5) Suah Iqtarabat [54] another name of al-Qamar, the reason for this naming 

according to al-Suyūṭī is based on the hadith of riwayah al-Baihaqī, as follows: 

“This surah of Iqtarabat in Tauat is called al-Mubayyiḍah which whitens the 

faces of those who recite it on the day when all faces are deep black”.96  

This hadith according to al-Baihaqī quoted by al-Suyūṭī in the book al-Itqān 

is Munkar.97 

6) Surah al-Raḥmān [55] another name is ‘Arūsy’ al-Qur’ān, the reason for this 

naming according to al-Suyūṭī is based on a hadith narrated by al-Baihaqi 
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from the sanad of ‘Alī Ibn Abī Ṭālib, but al-Suyūṭī does not write the hadith 

in his book.98  

7) Surah al-Mujādalah [58] another name is al-Ẓihār, the reason for the naming 

according to al-Suyūṭī is based on the hadith of Ubay Ibn Ka’ab. Similarly, 

the above reason al-Suyūṭī does not include the hadith.99  

8) Surah al-Kāfirūn [109] is another name of al-Muqasyiqisyah, the reason for 

the naming is al-Suyūṭī quoting a hadith narrated by al-Ḥākim.100 

Of the names of several surahs and others based on the hadith, al-Suyūṭī does not 

write any reference to the book of hadith at all. Thus al-Suyūṭī only wrote down 

reasons based on hadith without writing a reference to his book. 

3. Based on non-Hadith literature 

The classification of naming surahs in the Qur’an and other names based on non-

hadith books includes; 1) Surah Ṭāhā [20] another name is al-Kalīm, this name ac-

cording to al-Suyūṭī is mentioned in the book Jamāl al-Qurā’ by Imam al-

Shakhāwi.101 2) Surah al-Shu’arā [26] another name is al-Jāmi’ah, the reason for this 

naming according to al-Suyūṭī is found in the book Tafsīi al-Imām al-Mālik.102 3) 

Surah al-Jathiah [45] is another name of al-Syarī’ah and al-Dahr, the reason for this 

naming according to al-Suyūṭī is based on the opinion of al-Kirmānī in the book of 

Gharāib al-Tafsī wa ‘Ajāib al-Ta’wīl.103 4) Surah al-Mumtahanah [60] other names 

of this surah are al-Imtiḥān and al-Mawaddah, the reason for the naming of this 

surah according to al-Suyūṭī, al-Syakhāwī mentions that this surah is also called su-

rah al-Imtiḥān and al-Mawaddah.104 5) Surah Tabārak [67] other names of this surah 

are al-Wāqiyah and al-Manā’ah, the reason for the naming of this surah according 

to al-Suyūṭī, in the book Jamāl al-Qurā’ it is stated that surah Tabārak is also named 

al-Wāqiyah and al-Manaā’ah.105 6) Surah Lam Yakun the other names are al-

Baiyynah, al-Qiyāmah, al-Bariyyah and al-Infikāk, according to al-Suyūṭī these 

names are found in the book Jamāl al-Qurā’.106 
 

b) Classification of Surah Naming Not Accompanied by a Specific Reason 

After the author explains the classification of naming surahs in the Qur’an based 

on reason, then the author will explain the classification of naming surahs in the 

Qur’an based on no reason.  

The classification of naming surahs in the Qur’an based on no reason is: 

1) Surah al-Fātiḥah [1], this surah has 25 other names, some of which al-

Suyūṭī explains the reasons for naming other names and so on without 

being based on reason. The other names of sura al-Fātiḥah [1] that are 

based without reason are al-Nūr, al-Hamdu, al-Syukr, al-Hamd al-’Ūlā 

and al-Quṣrā.107  

2) Surah al-Isrā’ [17] other names Subhān and Banī Isrāˈīl.108  
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3) Surah al-Naml [27] another name is Sulaimān.109  

4) Surah al-Sajdah [32] another name al-Maḍāji’.110  

5) Surah Fāṭir [35] another name al-Malā’ikah.111  

6) Surah al-Zumar [39] another name al-Ghuraf.112  

7) Surah Fuṣṣilat [41] other names al-Sajadah and surah Maṣabih.113  

8) Surah Muhammad [47] another name al-Qitāl.114  

9) Surah Qāf [50] another name al-Bāsiqat.115  

10) Surah al-Ṣaf [61] another name Hawāriyyin.116  

11) Surah al-Tahrīm [66] other names al-Mutaharrim and lam Tuharrim.117  

12) Surah Sa’ala [70] other names al-Mā’arij and al-Waqī’.118  

13) Surah ‘Amma [78] other names al-Naba, al-Tasāul and al-Muʻsirat.119  

14) Surah Ara-ayta [107] other names al-Din and al-Mā’ūn.120  

15) Surah al-Tabbat [111] another name of al-Masad.121  

16) Surah al-Falaq [113] and al-Nās [114] other names al-Mu’awiẓatāni 

with kasrah wau.122 

Conclusion  

This study concludes that al-Suyūṭī’s argumentation on surah naming can be 

classified into two main categories: names supported by authentic hadith evidence, 

and names based on scholarly usage without direct textual authority. This classifica-

tion reveals that al-Suyūṭī’s claim of universal tawqīfiyyah does not consistently align 

with the evidence he presents. The findings of this study imply that al-Suyūṭī’s meth-

odology requires further reassessment, particularly concerning the criteria used to 

determine the tawqīfī status of surah names. A broader examination of his other 

works may clarify whether his position in Al-Itqān is part of a larger methodological 

framework or represents a localized assertion. This research contributes to the field 

of Qur’anic studies by offering a more nuanced and critical evaluation of surah no-

menclature, emphasizing the need for methodological precision in distinguishing 

between revelation-based and ijtihād-based naming practices. Future research may 

expand this discussion by tracing the historical development of surah names across 

early Islamic manuscripts and exegetical traditions. 
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whose content is addressed to the people of Mecca. See Mannā’ Khalīl al-Qaṭṭān, Studi Ilmu-

ilmu al-Qur’an, translated by Mudzakir AS (Bogor: Pustaka Litera Antar Nusa, 1996), 83–85 
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