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Abstrak: Penelitian ini mengkaji secara kritis klaim al-Suyiti bahwa selurub penamaan surah
dalam al-Quran bersifat tawqifi, sebuah tema yang hingga kini belum banyak mendapatkan
perbatian ilmiah. Dengan menggunakan metode deskriptif-analitis, artikel ini mengklasifikasi-
kan argumentasi al-Suyiti dalam Al-Itgan fi “Ulam al-Qur’an, kemudian mengevaluasinya
berdasarkan ada atau tidaknya landasan riwayat yang valid dari Nabi atau para sahabat. Sum-
ber utama penelitian ini adalah Al-Itqan, dengan dukungan literatur sekunder dari kajian ulizm
al-Qur’an kontemporer. Temuan menunjukkan bahwa argumentasi al-Suyiti terbagi menjadi
dua kategori utama: penamaan surah yang didukung hadis sahib, dan penamaan surah yang
berasal dari penggunaan ulama tanpa dasar tekstual yang kuat. Penelitian ini berpendapat
bahwa klaim tawqifiyyah al-Suyiti tidak sepenubhnya didukung oleh bukti yang ia kemukakan,
sehingga menunjukkan adanya ketidakkonsistenan metodologis. Pencelitian ini memberikan
kontribusi terhadap kajian al-Quran dengan menawarkan pemahaman yang lebibh komprehen-
sif mengenai perkembangan bistoris penamaan surah serta interaksi antara nomenklatur berbasis
wahyu dan berbasis ijtihad.

Kata Kunci: Al-Suyuti; penamaan surah; tawqifi; ulam al-Qur’an; argumentasi.

Introduction

The literature of ‘Ulim al-Qur’an contains several foundational discussions re-
garding the structure, classification, and transmission of Qur’anic surahs. Classical
scholars examined a variety of aspects, including the chronological descent of surahs
(Makkiyah' and Madaniyah?), the identification of the first and last revealed surahs,’
the arrangement of surahs in the mushaf (tartib al-suwar),* and the categorization of
surah groups such as a/-Tiwal, al-Mi un, al-Mufassal, and al-Mathéani. Among these
topics, the naming of surahs represents a significant, yet insufficiently explored, area
of study.

Classical scholarship presents divergent views on whether surah names were des-
ignated directly by the Prophet or developed through the 7zibdd of the Companions.
Early authorities such as Ibn Jarir al-Tabari maintained that all surah names origi-
nated from the Prophet.” A similar view was expressed by Sulaiman al-Bajirami (d.
1221 H), who emphasized that the naming and arrangement of surahs and verses in
the mushaf are tawqifi in nature and were established under the Prophet’s guidance
through revelation conveyed by the Angel Jibril. In contrast, institutions such as the
Saudi Arabian Lajnah Da imah asserted that only some surah names were prophet-
ically designated, while others reflect the independent reasoning of the Companions,
citing the absence of comprehensive textual proofs. These contrasting perspectives
highlight a fundamental methodological debate within Qur’anic studies regarding
the extent to which surah naming is rooted in revelation (zawqif) or scholarly rea-

soning (ijtihad).”
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Although the topic is mentioned in classical works, comprehensive analysis re-
mains limited. One of the most detailed treatments is found in al-Suyati’s A/-Itgin
fi ‘Ulam al-Qur’an, where he explicitly claims that the naming of all surahs is
tawqifi. He further asserts that multiple surahs including al-Fatihah possess several
tawqifi names deriving directly from the Prophet. However, not all names men-
tioned by al-Suyuti are supported by hadith or reliable reports. In many instances,
he lists alternative names attributed to later scholars, without providing textual evi-
dence from prophetic or companion traditions.®

This observation raises a critical methodological question: What criteria did al-
Suytiti employ in determining the fawqifi status of surah names? Preliminary exam-
ination indicates inconsistencies in his approach, where some surah names are sup-
ported with detailed evidence, while others rely solely on scholarly convention. Pre-
vious studies on surah naming have largely focused on theological justification for
tawqifiyyah or on modern discussions about surah nomenclature. However, no study
has systematically evaluated al-Suyati’s methodology by classifying his arguments
and assessing the strength of their evidentiary basis. This article fills that gap by
providing a structured analysis grounded in textual examination of A/-Irqan.

This research aims to critically examine al-Suytti’s claim that all surah names are
tawqifi by classifying and evaluating his arguments in Al-ltqan fi “Ulam al-Qur’an.

Research Methodology

This research is classified as a type of library research, which is a study conducted
by collecting and analyzing various literature sources such as books, scientific articles,
and other relevant print media’ to discuss the naming of surah in the Qur’an, espe-
cially in the book a/-Itqin fi ‘Uliim al-Qur’an by Jalal al-Din al-Suyati. The method
used in this study is qualitative with a descriptive-analytical approach, namely de-
scribing and analyzing data systematically to obtain an in-depth understanding of
the object of study.

Results and Discussion
1. Debate About Surah in the Qur'an

a. Definition of Surah

Etymologically, the term surah has several meanings, including position (man-
zilah), glory (al-sara), and something complete and complete.’ According to al-
"Utabi, the word surah can be written with or without the addition of hamzah, each
of which has a different root meaning, but still shows that #he surab is an integral
part of the Qur’an. In addition, surah is also likened to a fence of a building or city,
because it surrounds the verses in it like houses arranged in one area. Another opin-
ion asserts that the term comes from a word that means a cascading or inter-arranged
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arrangement, which emphasizes the systematic and cascading nature of the structure
of the surah."

Terminologically, scholars define surah as a set of verses of the Qur’an that form
a single unit, having a clear beginning and end. From these various views, it can be
concluded that surah is an independent unit in the Qur’an that is systematically
arranged to distinguish one surah from another.

b. Ijtihidi and Tawqifi in the Arrangement of the Surah of the Quran

The compilation of surah in the Quran known today begins with surah al-
Fatihah and ends with surah al-Nas. However, there are differences of opinion
among scholars as to whether this arrangement is /jzihadi (the result of the ijtihad of
the Companions) or zawgifi (based on the decree of the Prophet). In fact, some
scholars take a moderate position that the arrangement is a combination of the two.

1) jtihadi opinion

According to some scholars such as Malik ibn Anas, al-Qadi Aba Bakr, and Ibn
al-Faris, the preparation of surahs is carried out based on the ijtihad of the compan-
ions. This is evidenced by the difference in the arrangement of surahs in the mushaf
of several companions such as Ali Ibn Abi Talib, Ibn Mas’ad, and ‘Uthman Ibn
‘Affan. For example, the ‘Ali mushafis composed according to the chronology of the
descent of revelation, while the ‘Uthman mushaf is uniform in its structure as it is
known today. This opinion is also reinforced by the narration that ‘Uthman ordered

the preparation of long surahs without the separation of the basmalah between al-
Anfal and al-Tawbah.'?

2) Tawqifi Opinion

Some scholars are of the opinion that the arrangement of the surah comes directly
from the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), and the companions simply
follow the arrangement without change. This is supported by the consensus of the
Companions when writing the mushaf ‘Uthman as well as the narrations that show
that the Prophet determined the position of the surah and verses. For example, the
hadith that mentions that the Prophet received seven long surahs in lieu of the Torah
is the basis for this opinion."

3) Compromise Opinion: Part Tawqifi, Part Ijtihadi
This opinion states that most of the surahs are determined directly by the Prophet
(tawqifi), while a small part is determined by the ijtihad of the companions. Scholars
such as al-Zarqani and Ibn ‘Atiyyah support this view. They consider that some su-
rahs, such as al-Tiwail and al-Mufassal, were arranged in the time of the Prophet,
while the rest were compiled after his death.
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The discussion of the surah in the Qur’an is inseparable from a number of debates
that have developed among classical and contemporary scholars. This debate covers
several aspects, including: the number of surahs in the Qur’an, the naming of surahs,
the order in which surahs are placed, to whether the naming of surahs is tugifi
(determined directly by the Prophet PBUH) or 7jtibadi (the result of the thoughts
of the companions and scholars after him).'

2. Brief Biography of Jalal al-Din al-Suytti

Jalal al-Din al-Suyuti was a great Egyptian scholar whose full name was Abd al-
Rahman al-Kamal Abi Bakr Ibn Muhammad Ibn Sabiq al-Din Ibn al-Fakhr
Uthman Ibn Nazir al-Din al-Hamam al-Khudairi al-Suyati. He was born in Asyuth,
Egypt, in early Rajab 849 H/1445 AD, to a family of Persian descent. Since child-
hood he was an orphan, but grew up in a scientific and religious environment.

He came from a family of Persian blood who later settled in Egypt. Since child-
hood, he was orphaned, but grew up in a religious and scientific environment. His
enthusiasm for learning was very high, until at the age of 17 he was allowed to teach
and give fatwas by his teachers.”

Al-Suyuti learned from many prominent scholars in the fields of jurisprudence,
hadith, tafsir, Arabic, and even medicine. She also has female teachers. One of his
most famous works is al-Asibih wa al-Nadiir, a refinement of al-Subkhi’s work.'®

At the age of 40, he chose to leave public activities to focus on worship. Al-Suyut
died on 19 Jumadil Ula 911 H/1505 AD and was buried in Cairo near the tomb of

Imam al-Shafi’1.””

3. Al-Suyuti’s Argument on the Naming of Surahs in the Qur'an

a. Naming of Surah in the Qur’an

Scholars have agreed that the number of surahs in the Qur’an is 114, starting
from surah al-Fatihah [1] to surah al-Nas [114]. Of the entire surah, al-Suyuti gives
only an explanation of 40 surahs, while the other 74 surahs are not discussed in detail
in his work.

In this study, the naming of surahs in the Qur’an is classified into three main
categories: first, based on the number of other names of the Qur’anic surahs. Second,
based on the existence of certain reasons or the absence of reasons in the naming of

surah. Third, based on the references of the hadith book.

1) Based on Number of Other Names
This classification is based on the number of alternative names pinned to a surah.
Some surahs have only one name, while others have two names or even more than
three names. Further details on this classification can be found in Table 4.1 below.
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No. Classification of Surah Name
Number of Other
Names
1 One Name al-Anfal [8], al-Nahl [16], al-Shu’ara [26], al-Naml [27], al-Sajdah

[32], Fatir [35] al-Zumar [39], Qaf [50], Iqtarabat [54], al-Rahman
[55], al-Mujadalah [58], al-Hasr [59], al-Saff [61], al-Talaq [65], al-
Nasr [110], Tabbat [111], al-Ikhlas [112]

2 Two Names al-Baqarah [2], Ali-"Tmrin [3], al-Ma’idah [5], al-Isrd’ [17], al-Kahfi
[18], Ghafir [40], Fussilat [41], al-Jathiah [45], al-Mumtahanah
[60], al-Tahrim [66], Sa’ala [70], Arayta [107], al-Kafirin [109], al-
Falaq [113], al-Nas [114]

3 More Than Three al-Fatihah [1], al-Bara’ah [9], Yasin [36], Tabarak [67], ‘Amma [78],

Names Lam Yakun [98].

The table above shows that the surahs in the Qur’an can be classified based on
the number of other names of the surah. As for the detailed explanation of the clas-
sification by number of other names, the author elaborates below:

a) Surah Names That Have One Other Name

The classification of naming surah in the Qur’an which only has one other name
includes: 1) Surah al-Anfal [8] with another name Badr;'® 2) Surah al-Nahl [16] with
another name a/-INi’m;" 3) Surah Taha [20] with another name a/-Kalim;*® 4) Surah
al-Shu’ara [26] with another name a/-Jami'ah;*' 5) Surah al-Naml [27] with another
name Sulaiman;** 6) Surah al-Sajdah [32] with another name a/-Madiji}** 7) Surah
Fatir [35] with another name a/-Maldikah** 8) Surah al-Zumar [39] with another
name a/-Ghuraf;> 9) Surah Mupammad [47] with another name a/-Qital;** 10) Su-
rah Qaf [50] with another name a/-Basiqat;*’ 11) Surah Iqtarabat [54] with another
name a/-Qamar;*® 12) Surah al-Rahman [55] with another name ‘Arisy al-Quran;”
13) Surah al-Mujadalah [58] with another name @/-Zihar;® 14) Surah al-Hasyr [59]
with another name Bani al-Nadir;*' 15) Surah al-Saff [61] with another name a/-
Hawariyyin;* 16) Surah al-Talaq [65] with another name a/-Nisa" al-Qusra;*® 17)
Surah al-Nasr [110] with another name a/-Taudi’** 18) Surah Tabbat [111] with
another name 2/-Masad;*> 19) Surah al-Ikhlas [112] with another name a/-Asds.>

b) Surah Names That Have Two Names

The classification of naming surah which has two other names is: 1) Surah al-
Baqarah [2] with other names Fustati al-Quran and Sandmu al-Qurén;®” 2) Surah
Ali-’Imran [3] with other names 7aybah and al-Zahrawayni;*® 3) Surah al-Ma’idah
(5] with al-"Ugiid and al-Mungizah;*® 4) Surah al-Isra’ [17] with other names Subhdin
and Bani Isrd'il;*° 5) Surah al-Kahfi [18] with other names Ashab al-Kahfi and al-
Hi'ilah;*' 6) Surah Ghafir [23] with other names a/-77 'ul and Mu’'min;** 7) Surah
Fussilat [41] with other names al-Sajdah and a/-Masabip;* 8) Surah al-Jathiah [45]
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with other names a/-Shari’ah and al-Dabr;** 9) Surah al-Mumtahanah [60] with
other names al-Mumtahanah and al-Mumtahinah;® 10) Surah al-Tahrim [66] with
other names al-Mutaharrim and Lam Tubarrimu;*® 11) Surah Sa’ala [70] with other
names al-Ma Grij and al-Wagi%" 12) Surah Ara ayta [107] with other names a/-Din
and al-Ma’in;*® 13) Surah al-Kafiran [109] with other names al-Mugasyqisyah and
al-"Ibadah;® 14) Surah al-Falaq [113] and al-Nas [114] with other names al-Mu 2w-
wigatdani and al-Musyagqsyiqatini.>®
¢) Surah Names That Have More Than Three Names

The names of surahs that have more than three other names are; First, surah al-
Fatihah [1] with the names of Fitipah al-Kitab, Fitipah al-Quran,  Ummu al-Kitab,
‘um al-Quran, al-Qurian al-Azgim, al-Sab’ al-Mathani, al-Wafiah, al-Kanz, al-
Kafiah, al-Asds, al-Nir, al-Hamdu, al-Syukru, al-Hamdu al- Uli, al-Hamd al-Qusra,
al-Ruqiyah, al-Syifa, al-Syifiah, al-Salih, al-Dua, al-Sual, Ta'lim al-Masalah, al-
Mundjah, Tafwid.”' Second, Surah al-Bara’ah [9] with other names a/-Fidibah, al-
Muqasyqisyah, al-Munaqqirah, al-Bahith, al-Hafirah, al-Muthirah.>* Third, Surah
Yasin [36] with other names Qalb al-Quran, al-Mu’immah, al-Dafi ah, al-Qaidiah.>
Fourth, surah Tabarak [67] with other names al-Mulk, al-Mani‘ah, al-Munjiah, al-
Mujadilah.>* Fifth, surah ‘Amma [78] with other names a/-Naba’, al-Tasia'ul, al-
Mu’sirar.” Sixth, surah Lam Yakun [98] with other names A/ al-Kitab, al-Bayynah,
al-Qiyamah, al-Bariyyah and al-Infikik.>®

2) The Basis for Naming Surah Al-Qur’an
After classifying the naming of surahs based on the number of other names, the
next step is to examine the naming of surahs based on the existence or absence of
the reasons stated by al-Suyuti in giving names to surahs in the Qur’an. The details
of the classification can be seen in the following table:
No. Classification Surah Name

1 Surah Names al-Fatihah [1], al-Bara’ah [9], al-Nahl[16], Taha [20], al-Syu ari [26],

based on Reason  al-Jasyiah [45], al-Mumtahanah [60], Tabarak [67], Lamyakun [98],
al-Kafirun [109], al-Nasr [110], al-lkhlas [112], Ghafir [40]

2 Absence of Rea- al-Fatihah [1], al-Lsra [17], al-Naml [27], al-Sajdah [32], Fatir [35],
son in Nomina- al-Zumar [39], Fussilat [41], Mupammad [47], Qaf [50], al-Saf [61],
tion al-Tabrim [66], Sa’ala [70], ‘Amma [78], Ara ayta [107], Tabbat

[111], al-Falaq [113] and al-Nas [114]
Table 4. 2: Classification of Reason in Other Surah Names

Based on the table above, al-Suyuti classifies the naming of surahs in the Qur’an
into two main categories, namely: first, the naming of surahs accompanied by a clear
reason; and second, the naming of surahs that are not accompanied by specific ex-
planations or reasons.

Reffieksf, Vol 24, No 1 (2025) DOI: 10.15408/refleksi.v24.i1.49025



118 | Eva Nugraba, Sahroni & Kholik Ramdan Mahesa

a) Classification of Surah Naming Accompanied by Certain Reasons

Of the 40 surahs that al-Suyuthi explained regarding the naming of surahs in the

Qur’an, al-Suyuti only explained 14 surah names based on reason. The names of the

surahs are;
1.

Surah. al-Fatihah [1], as for surah al-Fatihah has several names includ-
ing: a) Fatihah al-Kitib. According to al-Suyuti there are several funda-
mental reasons for the name; First, based on the reason of the hadith
narrated by Ibn Jarir from the path of Abi Z'ib from al-Maqburi from
Abi Hurairah that the Messenger of Allah said:

Sl ol oy S 20 g, oL Al s
“al-Fatihah is ‘um al-Qurian, and be is Fatihah al-Kitab and be is al-Sab’
al-Mathani™
Secondly, since the Qur’an opens with al-Fatihah, every ra’im is also
started by reciting it and likewise the recitation of prayer always begins
with al-Fatihah. Third, there are those who argue that the reason for
being named Fitipah al-Kitib is because surah al-Fatihah is the first su-
rah in the Qur'an to come down.’® Fourth, since this surah was first
written in Lauh al-Mahfuz, this opinion according to al-Mursyi requires
the postulates of naqli that make it true.” b) Fatihah al-Qurin, because
al-Fatihah is Fatipah al-Qur'an so based on this riwayah what is meant
by al-Kitab and al-Qur’an is according to al-Mursyi.®* ¢) al-Qur’an al-
’Azim, because surah al-Fatihah covers all the meanings and contents of
the Qur'an.®! d) al-Kifiyah, because prayer becomes perfect because of
it.% €) al-Asas, because it is the origin of the Qur’an and the surah from
it.% f) al-Salah, because one of the pillars of prayer is surah al-Fatihah.*
g) = al-Dud’, because in it there is a prayer which is the recitation “/h-
dina al-Sirita al-Mustqim”.® h) Ta'lim al-Masalah, according to al-
Mursyi in surah al-Fatihah there is a guide for a servant when he asks
Allah, which is to start by praising first.® i) a/-Mundjah, because accord-
ing to al-Suyiiti every servant prays to his Lord with the prayer “ X &)
Cuaild AU 5”87 ) al-Tafiid, because in it there is a complete surrender
of all affairs to Allah.%
Surah al-Bara’ah [9] another name al-Tawbah, because in this surah
there is the word al-Tawbah, namely:

sl 1L 453381 Gl S G il (A 6 AN 2B 3

-~
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“Indeed, Allah accepted the repentance of the Prophet, the muhajirin and
the ansar who followed the Prophet in times of difficulty, after the hearts of
some of them were about to turn, then Allah accepted their repentance. In-
deed, Allah is Most Merciful and Most Merciful to them”. (QS. al-Tawbah
verse 117).

Another name is al-Hafirah. Why is it called so, because this surah al-
Bara’ah was taken and issued due to all the evil that is in the hearts of
the hypocrites. According to al-Suyat this reason is stated by Ibn al-
Fars.®

3. Surah al-Nahl [16] another name a/-NiZzm, the reason for the name is
based on the opinion of Ibn al-Fars, he said that because Allah SWT
mentions many of his blessings to his servants.”

4. Surah Taha [20] another name of a/-Kalim, according to al-Suyuti this
name is explained by al-Shakhawi in the book Jamal al-Qura’.”!

5. Surah al-Shu’ara [26] another name of a/-Jimiah, according to al-
Suyuti the name al-Jamiah is found in the book of tafsir of Imam
Malik.”

6. Surah al-Jathiyah [45] other names a/-Syari‘ah and al-Dabr, according
to al-Suyutl the names of a/-Syari‘ah and al-Dabr are found in the book
al-"Ajaib.”

7. Surah al-Mumtahanah [60], according to Ibn Hajar quoted by al-
Suyudi, this surah has two other names, the first a/-Mumtahanah and
the second al-Mumtahinah [60]. The reason for naming it with the
name al-Mumtahanah is because the surah consists of female nature,
therefore this surah was revealed. Meanwhile, the reason for naming it
with the name a/-Mumtahinah where the letter ha is handed over is due
to the nature of the surah itself, such as in surah al-Barid’ah [9] which
means al-Fadihah.”*

8. Surah Tabarak [67] is another name of al-Wagiyah and al-Manna ah,
the reason for naming these names is guoted by al-Suyud in the book
Jamal al-Qura'.”

9. Surah Lam-Yakun [98] other names al-Bayyinah, al-Qiyimah, al-
Bariyyah and al-Infikik. The naming of other names of surah Lam ikun,
according to al-Suyuti, is found in the book Jamal al-Qura’’®

10. Surah al-Kafiran [109] another name of al-Tbadah, the reason for its
naming according to al-Suyuti is found in the book Jamal al-Qura’”’

11. Surah al-Nasr [110] another name is a/-Taud?’, the reason for the nam-
ing is because in this surah there is faith in the Prophet (peace be” upon
him). 12). Surah al-Ikhlas [112] another name for al-Asas, the reason for
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naming it is because the surah includes monotheism to Allah which is
the principle or basis of religion.”

Another argument used by al-Suyuti in naming surahs in the Qur’an is to refer
to some of the riwayahs that are attributed to the Prophet, both those that have
strong authority and those that are not fully recognized as valid. These sources in-
clude hadith books that are considered authentic and whose truth is questionable,
which are then used to strengthen the reasons for naming certain surahs within the
framework of Islamic interpretation and tradition.

No. Reference Surah Name
1 Book of Hadith al-Fatihah [1], al-Bara’ah [9], al-Baqarah [2], al-Hasyr [59], Ali-
Imran [3], Tabarak [67].
2 The Book of Had-  al-Bara’ah [9], al-Kahfi [18], Yasin [36], Iqtarabat [54], al-Rahman
ith Is Not Clear [55], al-Mujadalah [58], al-Kafirin [109]
3 Non-Hadith Taha [20], al-Syu’ara [26], al-Jathiah [45], al-Mumtahanah [60],
Books Tabarak [67], Lamyakun [98].

Referring to the previous table, the naming of surahs in the Qur’an based on
historical sources can be classified into three categories. First, the naming is sourced
from clear and authoritative hadith books. Second, naming that refers to the book
of hadith but with a source that is not specifically mentioned or is not known for
sure. Third, naming that comes from non-hadith literature. The details of each of
these categories can be seen in the table that has been presented.

1. Based on the Hadith Books
The names of surah and other names based on riwayah that refer to the book of
hadith include;
1) Al-Fatihah is another name a/-Sab’ al-Mathani this name according to al-
Suyuti based on the hadith narrated by Daruqutni, the hadith is as follows:
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2) Al-Baqgarah [2] another name Fustatit al-Qur’an this naming according to

al-Suyuti is based on a hadith narrated by Khalid bin Ma’dan
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Another name is Sanam al-Quran, according to al-Suyuti, the reason for the

naming is based on a hadith contained in the book a/-Mustadrak, as follows:
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3) Surah Ali-'Tmran [3] another name of al-Zahrawayni, al-Suyuti explains that

the naming of this surah is based on a hadith stated in the book of Sahih
Muslim;
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4) Surah al-Bar2’ah [9] another name of al-Fadipah, al-Suyuti argues that the

name al-Fadibab refers to the hadith of the Prophet contained in the book
Sabih al-Bukhari, the hadith is:
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The next name is a/-’Azib, the reason for the naming of al-’Azib al-Suyuti is
that the name is found in the hadith recorded in the book al-Mustadrak. The
hadith is:
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5) Surah al-Hasyr [59] another name Bani al-Nadir, according to al-Suyad the

reason for the naming of a/-Nadir is because the name is listed in the hadith

stated in the book Sahih al- Buk/mrz,
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6) Surah Tabarak [67] other names are al-Mulk and al-Mani'ah, according to
al-Suytti the naming is based on hadith recorded in several hadith books.
Including; al-Mustadrak, Sunan al-Tirmizi, and Sunan Musnad ‘Ubay. Here
the author gives only one hadith which is stated in the book Sunan al-

Tirmizi;
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2. Based on the Hadith Book Is Not Explained Definitively

The names of surahs and other names that are based on the hadith but are not

explained by al-Suyuti include:
1) al-Kanzu, the name of surah a/-Kanzu was narrated by Anas bin Malik with

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

the content of the explanation of the hadith, namely indeed Allah SWT
gave me something that is only special for me, Allah said that I have given
you fitihah al-Kitab, the name of Allah SWTFaitihah al-Kitab is included in
the treasures stored in the storage warehouse.®® Another name is al-Salah, the
reason for this naming is based on the Qudsi Hadith, as follows: 7 divide the
prayer between me and my servant into two parts.” According to al-Suyuti, the
word al-Salah from the hadith qudsi is surah al-Fatihah.”

Surah al-Bar@’ah [2] another name of a/-Bapith, the reason for the naming
according to al-Suyud is based on a hadith narrated by al-Hakim, the recita-
tion is: “Someone said to Miqdad: It would be better if you did not go to war
this year, and he replied: Surely surah al-Bahath has come to us, namely surah
al-Bara’ah.”

Surah al-Kahfi [18] another name Ashib al-Kahfi, the reason for this naming
al-Suyuti argues that the name is based on the hadith of Ibn Mardayah, but
al-Suyuti does not include the hadith.” Another name is al-Ha'ilah, the rea-
son for this naming according to al-Suyuti is based on the hadith of Ibn
‘Abbas in marfu’, the hadith is: “Thar al-Kahfi is mentioned in the Torah by
the name of al-Ha'’i, it is the one who blocks the fire of Hell when he is about to
burn the one who reads it”°*

However, according to al-Baihaqi quoted by al-Suyuti in the book al-Irgan,
the hadith is Munkar.”

Surah Yasin [36] other names are al-Mu’immabh, al-Difi'ah and al-Qaidiyah,
the reason for naming these names al-Suyuti quotes a hadith narrated by al-
Baihaq], the hadith is: “This Surah Yasin in the Torah is called al-Mu ‘immab,
al-Dafi’ah, al-Qddiah because he can reject all the evils that can befall his
readers and can also meet all his needs”.”* However, the hadith is considered
Muntkar by al-Baihagi. This opinion is quoted by al-Suyuti in al-Itgan.”
Suah Iqtarabat [54] another name of a/-Qamar, the reason for this naming
according to al-Suyuti is based on the hadith of riwayah al-Baihagq, as follows:
“This surah of Iqtarabat in Tauat is called al-Mubayyidah which whitens the
faces of those who recite it on the day when all faces are deep black”.”®

This hadith according to al-Baihaqi quoted by al-Suyuti in the book a/-Izgan
is Munkar.”

Surah al-Rahman [55] another name is ‘Arisy’ al-Qurn, the reason for this
naming according to al-Suyttl is based on a hadith narrated by al-Baihagi
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from the sanad of ‘Ali Ibn Abi Talib, but al-Suytti does not write the hadith
in his book.”

7) Surah al-Mujadalah [58] another name is a/-Zihar, the reason for the naming
according to al-Suyudi is based on the hadith of Ubay Ibn Ka’ab. Similarly,
the above reason al-Suyuti does not include the hadith.”

8) Surah al-Kafiran [109] is another name of al-Mugqasyiqisyah, the reason for
the naming is al-Suyutl quoting a hadith narrated by al-Hakim.'®

Of the names of several surahs and others based on the hadith, al-Suyuti does not

write any reference to the book of hadith at all. Thus al-Suyati only wrote down
reasons based on hadith without writing a reference to his book.

3. Based on non-Hadith literature

The classification of naming surahs in the Qur’an and other names based on non-
hadith books includes; 1) Surah Taha [20] another name is a/-Kalim, this name ac-
cording to al-Suyuti is mentioned in the book Jamail al-Quri’ by Imam al-
Shakhawi.!®' 2) Surah al-Shu’ara [26] another name is a/-Jami ah, the reason for this
naming according to al-Suytdi is found in the book 74fsii al-Imam al-Malik.'** 3)
Surah al-Jathiah [45] is another name of al-Syari'ah and al-Dabr, the reason for this
naming according to al-Suyuti is based on the opinion of al-Kirmani in the book of
Ghariib al-Tafsi wa Ajiib al-Ta'wil."” 4) Surah al-Mumtahanah [60] other names
of this surah are a/-Imtipan and al-Mawaddah, the reason for the naming of this
surah according to al-Suyuti, al-Syakhawi mentions that this surah is also called su-
rah al-Imtihin and al-Mawaddah.*** 5) Surah Tabarak [67] other names of this surah
are al-Wagqiyah and a/-Mandi ah, the reason for the naming of this surah according
to al-Suyud, in the book Jamdl al-Qura’it is stated that surah Tabarak is also named
al-Waiqiyah and al-Manai'ah.'” 6) Surah Lam Yakun the other names are a/-
Baiyynah, al-Qiyamah, al-Bariyyah and al-Infikak, according to al-Suyuti these
names are found in the book Jamadl al-Qura’'*

b) Classification of Surah Naming Not Accompanied by a Specific Reason
After the author explains the classification of naming surahs in the Qur’an based
on reason, then the author will explain the classification of naming surahs in the
Qur’an based on no reason.
The classification of naming surahs in the Qur’an based on no reason is:
1) Surah al-Fatihah [1], this surah has 25 other names, some of which al-
Suytt explains the reasons for naming other names and so on without
being based on reason. The other names of sura al-Fatihah [1] that are
based without reason are a/-Nir, al-Hamdu, al-Syukr, al-Hamd al- Ula
and al-Qusra.'”
2) Surah al-Isrd’ [17] other names Subhin and Bani Isra 'il.'%
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3) Surah al-Naml [27] another name is Sulaiman.'”

4) Surah al-Sajdah [32] another name al-Madaji’""°

5) Surah Fatir [35] another name al-Mali ikah.""

6) Surah al-Zumar [39] another name al-Ghuraf"'*

7) Surah Fussilat [41] other names a/-Sajadah and surah Masabih.'”

8) Surah Muhammad [47] another name al-Qital.'**

9) Surah Qaf [50] another name a/-Basigat.'"

10) Surah al-Saf [61] another name Hawadriyyin."'®

11) Surah al-Tahrim [66] other names al-Mutaharrim and lam Tubarrim.'

12) Surah Sa’ala [70] other names a/-Ma arij and al-Wag?'.""®

13) Surah ‘Amma [78] other names a/-Naba, al-Tasaul and al-Mu‘sirat.'"”

14) Surah Ara-ayta [107] other names al-Din and al-Ma’an.'*

15) Surah al-Tabbat [111] another name of al-Masad.'*!

16) Surah al-Falaq [113] and al-Nas [114] other names al-Mu’awizatani
with kasrah wau.'?

Conclusion

This study concludes that al-Suytt’s argumentation on surah naming can be
classified into two main categories: names supported by authentic hadith evidence,
and names based on scholarly usage without direct textual authority. This classifica-
tion reveals that al-Suyati’s claim of universal tawqifiyyah does not consistently align
with the evidence he presents. The findings of this study imply that al-Suytat’s meth-
odology requires further reassessment, particularly concerning the criteria used to
determine the mwgifi status of surah names. A broader examination of his other
works may clarify whether his position in A/-Itqan is part of a larger methodological
framework or represents a localized assertion. This research contributes to the field
of Qur’anic studies by offering a more nuanced and critical evaluation of surah no-
menclature, emphasizing the need for methodological precision in distinguishing
between revelation-based and #jtihid-based naming practices. Future research may
expand this discussion by tracing the historical development of surah names across
early Islamic manuscripts and exegetical traditions.

Endnotes
1. The term Makkiyah has several meanings. First, Makkiyah refers to the verses that were revealed
before the Prophet’s Aijrah, although the descent did not always occur in the city of Mecca.
Second, Makkiyah is interpreted as verses that were revealed in the area of Mecca and its sur-
roundings, such as in Mina, Arafah, and Hudaibiyah. Third, Makkiyah is understood as verses
whose content is addressed to the people of Mecca. See Manna’ Khalil al-Qattan, Studi Ilmu-
ilmu al-Qur'an, translated by Mudzakir AS (Bogor: Pustaka Litera Antar Nusa, 1996), 83-85
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