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Abstract 
Unlike the other sects, especially the Ahlussunah, Twelver Shia or the Imamiyyah have 
structure as well as a unique source of knowledge; where they believe that those of 
twelve Imams are as an authentic source of knowledge other than Allah and His 
messenger. Whole words, actions and decisions of the Prophet and those Imams were 
codified by the authors in a book known as "al-Uşūl al-Mudawwanāt wa al-hadīthah al-
şughrā" or "al-Kutub al-arbaʻah". Just like "al-Kutub al-Sittah" or "al-Kutub at-Tisʻah" in 
the scientific tradition of the Ahlussunah. These books of hadith are as the major 
references after the Quran in the scientific structure of the classical Shia scholars. As a 
source of knowledge, the position of these four books of hadith -especially al-Kāfī- has 
not been replaced until now. The scholars' contemporary Shia still regard it as the most 
authentic source after the Quran. It can be concluded that the structure and sources of 
knowledge of the scholars' contemporary Shia is not different with the structure and 
sources of the classical knowledge. 

Key Word:  (Shia),   (classic orientation),   (contemporary 

orientation),   (received knowledge) 
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