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1 Such terminology is highly suggestive, and it directs the 

attention of readers away from the socio-political and historical 
contexts of particular societies to a universal use of social 
media, which results in freedom and democracy—hence 
revolution and not revolt. Interesting is the fact that those 
taking part in the revolution are not termed, in most of the 
literature, as revolutionaries (which has a positive connotation) 
but as rebels (which has a negative connotation).  
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2  Elizabeth May, leader of the Green Party of Canada and 

Member of Parliament in her interview to Monica Pohlmann 
published on Friday, Nov. 21 2014 said: ―We are a democracy 
only in theory. In practice, we‘re an elected dictatorship. 
Canadians no longer feel empowered; they are passive 
consumers. They have abandoned the notion that they have 
rights and responsibilities in running the country. It‘s very hard 
to wake people back up to the fact that they have power. Forty 
per cent of Canadians don‘t vote. In the by-election in Fort 
McMurray-Athabasca last June, only 15 per cent voted. Unless 
we change the system, the next elected dictator could be 
[Justin] Trudeau or [Thomas] Mulcair, and we might like the 
decisions better, but it‘s still not a democracy. Source: 
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globe-debate/elizabeth-
may-on-our-elected-representatives-we-are-a-democracy-only-
in-theory/article21678923/. 

3 I draw upon Said (1979) articulation of Orientalism which 
he explicates as follows:  

Anyone who reads, teaches, writes about or researches the 
Oriental; a style of thought based on the ontological and 
epistemological distinction made between ‗the Orient‘ and ‗the 
Occident;‘ a corporate institution for dealing with the Orient; 
a Western style for dominating, restructuring, and having 

http://www.wired.com/2011/02/egypts-revolutionary-fire/
http://www.wired.com/2011/02/egypts-revolutionary-fire/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globe-debate/elizabeth-may-on-our-elected-representatives-we-are-a-democracy-only-in-theory/article21678923/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globe-debate/elizabeth-may-on-our-elected-representatives-we-are-a-democracy-only-in-theory/article21678923/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globe-debate/elizabeth-may-on-our-elected-representatives-we-are-a-democracy-only-in-theory/article21678923/
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authority over the Orient.‖ (p. 2-3). Said (1979) explicates the 
extreme extent to which Africa, Asia, and the Middle East 
were shaped by the colonial practices of the Western world. 
Human and natural resources in these regions were exploited 
and justified as a project of Western industrialization and 
expansion. Western elements of colonialism included the slave 
trade, the study and representation of Eastern cultures by 
anthropologists, writers, and artists; the cultivation of foreign 
markets for manufactured goods; and the representation of 
indigenous peoples as savage heathens in need of occupation, 
education, civilization, and Christianity. The orient thus 
created/constructed is the ‗other‘ of the Occident. Such 
othering persists in the Western understanding and scholarship 
to date. For example, This Othering is manifested in various 
ways in U.S. society from television shows about sleeper cells 
to racial profiling and even to the overrepresentation of news 
coverage of peoples and events presumably associated with 
Islam (Bayoumi, 2008; Abu El-Haj, 2010; Jackson, 2010). 

4 ‗Oriental sieve‘ deconstructs the hidden orientalism; it 
can be done through critical reading of the texts or using 
discourse analysis or a number of other methods. However, the 
initial requirement is detail knowledge about ‗orientalism‘ and 
how many Eastern/Muslim cultures have been socially 
constructed over last few centuries. 

5 Earlier technologies such as radio, television and then 
early computers  

6 While there are conflicting views about the actual 
outcomes of placing technology in classroom some argue it has 
improved quality and delivery of education while others argue 

                                                                                             
it has not had any significant impact on educational outcomes. 
It is clear that the type of ‗InfoTech student‖ promised by 
McKenzie (1993), is nowhere to be seen. McKenzie (1993), 
argued that the use of new technologies will help the students 
to become: ―[an] infotective—a student thinker capable of 
asking appropriate and powerful questions about data (with 
analysis) in order to convert the data into information (data 
organized so as to reveal patterns and relationships) and 
eventually into insight (information that may suggest action or 
strategy of some kind). An infotective solves information 
puzzles and riddles using all kinds of clues and new 
technologies…An infotective is a skilled thinker, researcher, 
and inventor (pp. 4-5). 

7 F.Comunello & G.Anzera, ―Will The Revolution Be 
Tweeted? A Conceptual Framework for Understanding The 
Social Media and The Arab Spring‖, Islam and Christian–Muslim 
Relations 23(4), 2012, p. 453-470. 
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8 W. Armburst,‖ A History of New Media in The Arab 

Middle East‖,  Journal for Cultural Research 16(2-3), 2012, p. 
155-174.  
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9 W. Feenberg,   School and Society,  (2nd Ed.),  (New York: 

Teachers College Press, 1992), p. 2. 
10 L. Winner,  Citizen Virtues in a Technological Order. In A. 

Feenberg and A. Hanny, (Eds.), Technology and The Politics of 
Knowledge, (Bloomington and Indianapolis: Indiana University 
Press, 1995). P. 152. 

                                                           
11 J. Goldstone, ―Understanding the revolutions of 2011: 

weakness and resilience in Middle Eastern autocracies‖, Foreign 
Affairs 90(3), 2011, p. 8-16. 

12 See for example ‗Disruptive technologies: Advances that 
will transform life, business, and the global economy, a report 
from the McKinsey Global Institute published May 2013. Also 
see books such as Brynjolfsson Erik and McAfee Andrew 
(2014) The Second Machine Age: Work, Progress, and 
Prosperity in a Time of Brilliant Technologies; Patrick Purcell 
(ed.) 2006 Networked Neighbourhoods: The Connected 
Community in Context  Springer;  Laberta Catherine (2011) 
Computers Are Your Future; Volti Rudi (2013) Society and 
Technological Change; Thompson Clive(2014) Smarter Than 
You Think: How Technology Is Changing Our Minds for the 
Better. 
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14 W. Leiss, ―The Social Consequences of Technological 

Progress: Critical Comments on Recent Theories‖, Canadian 
Public Administration  13, 1970, p. 248-53.  
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York: Harper and Row, 1977), p. 17. 
17 D. Bateman & J.Willems, ― Facing off: Facebook and 

Higher Education‖, in Laura A. Wankel, Charles Wankel (ed.) 
Misbehavior Online in Higher Education, Cutting-edge 
Technologies in Higher Education 5, (Emerald Group Publishing 
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18 G. Veletsianos, R.Kimmons, & K.French, ―Instructor 
Experiences With A Social Networking Site in A Higher 
Education Setting: Expectations, Frustrations, Appropriation, 
and Compartmentalization, Education Tech Research Dev 61, 
2013, p. 255–278. 
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