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Bayn ma‘had Tebuireng wa Madrasat 
Manba‘ al-‘Ulūm: Dirāsah tārīkhīyah ‘an nash’at
mafhūm “Al-Madrasah fī al-Ma‘had”

Abstract: is article discusses the history of modernization in Indonesian Islamic 
education, and how its traditional education system is open to modernizing 
forces. By examining Pesantren Tebuireng and Pesantren Mambaul Ulum, Java’s 
two old Islamic boarding schools  this study explains how the two pesantrens 
had become the subject of modernization to introduce “madrasah” system. e 
existing literature in the íeld suggests that there are two different opinions as 
to who was the írst institution to develop the madrasah model—Pesantren 
Tebuireng or Pesantren Mambaul Ulum? is study reveals that, historically, 
Pesantren Tebuireng was the írst pesantren that implemented the madrasah 
model; Pesantren Mambaul Ulum was not, given the fact that the latter is, 
institutionally, not a boarding school. ere are two reasons why Mambaul 
Ulum is not considered as an Islamic boarding school. Firstly, the main founder 
of Mambaul Ulum was a King; therefore, intellectually, he did nothave a 
tradition with the Islamic boarding school system. Secondly, Mambaul Ulum 
was established with different motives, compared to other Islamic boarding 
schools established in Java at the time.

Keywords: Modernization, pesantren, madrasah, boarding schools, 
Islamic education, Tebuireng, Mambaul Ulum.



Abstrak: Lembaga pendidikan pesantren lahir pada pertengahan abad ke-18 
M, yang ditandai dengan berdirinya Pesantren Tegalsari di Panaraga. Lembaga 
tradisional ini mengalami modernisasi dengan membentuk model ”madrasah 
dalam pesantren”. Dalam kajian literatur, terdapat dua tesis berbeda terkait 
pesantren pertama yang mengembangkan  model ini. Tesis pertama menyebutnya 
Pesantren Tebuireng, sementara tesis kedua menyebutnya Pesantren Mambaul 
Ulum. Tulisan ini menemukan bahwa secara historis, Pesantren Tebuireng 
adalah pesantren pertama yang menyelenggarakan pengajaran model madrasah, 
bukan Pesantren Mambaul Ulum, sebab Mambaul Ulum secara kelembagaan 
adalah madrasah, bukan pesantren. Ada dua alasan mengapa Mambaul Ulum 
tidak dianggap sebagai pesantren. Pertama, pendiri utama Mambaul Ulum 
adalah seorang raja, yang secara genealogis intelektual tidak memiliki tradisi 
kepesentrenan. Kedua, Mambaul Ulum didirikan dengan motif yang berbeda 
dengan motif pendirian pesantren pada umumnya di Jawa saat itu. Temuan ini 
menjadi penting bagi pelurusan sejarah pendidikan Islam di Indonesia, sekaligus 
membuktikan bahwa pesantren tidak menutup diri terhadap modernisasi.

Kata kunci: pesantren, modernisasi, madrasah dalam pesantren, 
pendidikan Islam, kajian sejarah.
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Guidelines

Submission of Articles 

Studia Islamika, published three times a year since 1994, is a 
bilingual (English and Arabic), peer-reviewed journal, and 
specializes in Indonesian Islamic studies in particular and 

Southeast Asian Islamic studies in general.  e aim is to provide readers 
with a better understanding of Indonesia and Southeast Asia’s Muslim 
history and present developments through the publication of articles, 
research reports, and book reviews. 

 e journal invites scholars and experts working in all disciplines 
in the humanities and social sciences pertaining to Islam or Muslim 
societies. Articles should be original, research-based, unpublished 
and not under review for possible publication in other journals. All 
submitted papers are subject to review of the editors, editorial board, 
and blind reviewers. Submissions that violate our guidelines on 
formatting or length will be rejected without review.

Articles should be written in American English between 
approximately 10.000-15.000 words including text, all tables and 
ë gures, notes, references, and appendices intended for publication. 
All submission must include 150 words abstract and 5 keywords. 
Quotations, passages, and words in local or foreign languages should 



be translated into English. Studia Islamika accepts only electronic 
submissions. All manuscripts should be sent in word to: studia.
islamika@uinjkt.ac.id.

All notes must appear in the text as citations. A citation usually 
requires only the last name of the author(s), year of publication, and 
(sometimes) page numbers. For example: (Hefner, 2009a: 45; Geertz, 
1966: 114). Explanatory footnotes may be included but should not be 
used for simple citations. All works cited must appear in the reference 
list at the end of the article. In matter of bibliographical style, Studia 
Islamika follows the American political science association (APSA) 
manual style, such as below:

1. Hefner, Robert, 2009a. “Introduction:  e Political Cultures 
of Islamic Education in Southeast Asia,” in Making Modern 
Muslims:  e Politics of Islamic Education in Southeast Asia, ed. 
Robert Hefner, Honolulu: University of Hawai’i Press. 

2. Booth, Anne. 1988. “Living Standards and the Distribution 
of Income in Colonial Indonesia: A Review of the Evidence.” 
Journal of Southeast Asian Studies 19(2): 310–34.

3. Feener, Michael R., and Mark E. Cammack, eds. 2007. 
Islamic Law in Contemporary Indonesia: Ideas and Institutions. 
Cambridge: Islamic Legal Studies Program.

4. Wahid, Din, 2014. Nurturing Salaí  Manhaj: A Study of Salaí  
Pesantrens in Contemporary Indonesia. PhD dissertation. Utrecht 
University.

5. Utriza, Ayang, 2008. “Mencari Model Kerukunan Antaragama.” 
Kompas. March 19: 59.

6. Ms. Undhang-Undhang Banten, L.Or.5598, Leiden University.
7. Interview with K.H. Sahal Mahfudz, Kajen, Pati, June 11th, 

2007.

Arabic romanization should be written as follows:
 Letters: ’, b, t, th, j, ḥ, kh, d, dh, r, z, s, sh, ṣ, ḍ, ṭ, ẓ, ‘, gh, f, q, l, 

m, n, h, w, y. Short vowels: a, i, u. long vowels: ā, ī, ū. Diphthongs: 
aw, ay. Tā marbūṭā: t. Article: al-. For detail information on Arabic 
Romanization, please refer the transliteration system of the Library of 
Congress (LC) Guidelines.
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