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From the Editor

become wellknown internationally in the last few years.

Despite this, it must be admitted that Islam in Indonesia
has only recently entered global discussion. Theré has been a
tendency among scholars to exlude Islam in Indonesia from any
discussion of Islam or Muslim society. Islam in Indonesia has been
regarded by many Western scholars as "peripheral”, not only in
terms of its geographic location —vis-a-vis the centers of Islam in
the Middle East— but also in terms of the kind of Islam that exists
in this area,

Indonesian Muslims has long complained about this. But
after all, who is to be blamed? Blaming Western scholars for
misperceptions and misrepresentations of Islam in Indonesia is no
longer very productive. It is time for Indonesian Muslim scholars
to provide a more accurate picture of Islam in their region.

One of the most effective ways to present Islam in Indonesia is
through publication, such as books and journals, using international
languages, mainly English and Arabic. Studia Islamika is intended
to fill the lact of credible journals, aimed at disseminating
information and academic works on various aspects of Islam in
Indonesia.

Publishing a journal in international languages in Indonesia is
not an easy task. The hardest challenge in this respect is the relative
lack of availability of articles or reports written in either English or
Arabic. We have to be honest and admit that not many Indonesian
Mushim scholars are accustomed to writing in either language. This
is one of the chief factors responsible for the obscurity of the
development of Islam and Islamic thought in this country.

Indonesian Muslim scholars have long claimed that there were
(and are) several outstanding Indonesian Muslim thinkers whose
Islamic thought deserve international attention. Again, the problem
is that they have published their thoughts in the national language,

b I ¥ he fact that Indonesia is now the largest Muslim nation has
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IV From the Editor

Bahasa Indonesia. So far there has been no serious effort to
translate their works into English or Arabic. In this respect, our
journal is a humble beginning to tread the path in that direction.

Studia Islamika itself has been published by the State Institute
for Islamic Studies (IAIN) in Jakarta for several years in Bahasa
Indonesia. However, Dr. Tarmizi Taher, the newly-appointed
Minister of Religious Affairs, wishes the IAIN in Jakarta to publish
the journal in a new format, mainly using two international
languages, English and Arabic, and partly in Indonesian.

It is our pleasure that in this first edition of the new Studia
Islamika, we are able to present articles by several noted scholars,
among others, Dr. Nurcholish Madjid, Dr. Quraish Shihab,
Dr. Martin van Bruinessen and Dr. Azyumardi Azra. All of their
articles are written in either English or Arabic.

In addition, we publish other articles and reports by own staff
which, we hope, should give readers a more comprehensive view of
the current developments of Islam in Indonesia. These articles and
report are: first, an intellectual biography of Professor Harun
Nasution, one of the most prominent figures in the discourse of
Islamic reforms in today’s Indonesia; second, a long and deep
interview with Professor Munawir Sjadzali, a former Minister of
Religious Affairs, who completed his term of office last year; third,
a report about the rise and development of ICMI (the Association
of Indonesian Muslim Intellectuals) and about the Indonesian
Intellectuals’ responses to the provoking idea of “Clash of
Civilization” written by Professor Samuel Huntington in Forezgn
Affairs (Summer 1993).

With all these articles and reports we are seriously attempting to
present Islam in Indonesia in the many aspects of its development
throughout history. We hope to maintain this variety of contents of
Studia Islamika in the future editions whilst, of course, doing our
best to improve it in all other possible ways.

Given this we invite all scholars of Islam in Indonesia to
contribute to our journal. Your contribution is crucial not only
for the continuing existence of this journal, but also for a better
understanding of Islam in Indonesia.
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Ikatan Cendekiawan Muslim
se-Indonesia: Background and Hopes

Abstract: The Islamization of the legislative and the cabinet in
Indonesia after the general election in 1992 has indeed provided
interesting news. This is because of the old myth that the Muslim
ummah are always opposed to the government. What is the driving
force behind the change? '

However there are many factors behind this smooth relationship.
The ICMI or Association of Indonesian Muslim Intellectuals, which
was established on 7 December 1990, provides the key to this.
Almost of all the Muslim potentials are gathered together in the
ICMI. But the ICMI itself did not arise suddenly. Some of the
changes that have occurred since the independence of Indonesia
bave provided the conditions necessary for the establishment of the
ICMI. The development of education, both Islamic or public,
functions to facilitate the Islamic mission amongst educated people.
The growing activity of the Islamic mission.has in itself lead to the
growth of socio-religions activities. The barriers separating the
ummah, such as social stratification, cultural background or
ideology, have been broken down. Meanwhile, with the enactment
of Pancasila as the sole basis for political and national life, sectarian
politics and ideology have become merely a part of old stories.

With the Islamization of the legislative and the cabinet, Islam is
now in the center of power. This is a new experience. If Muslims
intellectuals who hold power in these high institutions, succeed, not
only can Muslim political aspirations be accommodated, but also
national political stability can be maintained. On the other hand, if
these intellectuals fails, the situations of the ummah will deteriorate
to a position below that of its former status.

163 Studia Islamika 1 (1) (April-June 1994)



164 Badri Yatim

Abstraksi: Penghijanan MPR dan Kabinet setelah Permiliban
Umum 1992 sungguh menjadi berita menarik. Pasalnya, mitos
yang berkembang sejak lama menyebutkan babwa wmat Islam
selaln menjadi oposan terhadap pemerintah. Apa gerangan yang
menimbulkan “perubaban” ini? Jawabannya adalab, mesranya
bubungan antara penguasa dan pemimpin Islam, cendikiawan dan
ulama.

Banyak faktor memang yang menjadsi latar belakang kemesraan
tu. Namun dapat dikatakan babwa Tkatan Cendikiawan Muslim
Se-Indonesia (ICMI) yang berdiri pada tanggal 7 Desember 1990
adalab faktor yang paling menentukan. Dalam organisasi ini
terhimpun bhampir selurub potensi umat Islam Indonesia, karena
organisast ini dapat dikatakan sebagai organisasi pemersatu umat.
Akan tetapi, ICMI sendiri sebenarnya tidak datang tiba-tiba.
Beberapa perubahan yang terjadi sejak masa Indonesia merdeka
sebenarnya sudah menyiapkan kondisi yang melahirkannya. Per-
kembangan dunia pendidikan, baik pendidikan Islam maupun
pendidikan umum, telab memainkan fungsi dakwab di kalangan
ovang-orang terdidik, baik kuantitas maupun kualitas. Per-
kembangan aktivitas dakwab sendiri telah menimbulkan per-
kembangan sosial keagamaan. Tembok-tembok yang duln me-
misabkan wmat Islam, seperti lapisan sosial, latarbelakang
kebudayaan dan ideologi sudab runtub. Sementara itu, dengan
ditetapkannnya Pancasila sebagai satu-satunya asas, politik aliran
dan ideologi menjadi bagian davi masa laln.

Sekarang, dengan terjadinya penghijauan MPR dan Kabinet itu,
Islam berada di pusat politik. Ini jelas mernpakan pengalaman
barn. Kalaulah para cendikiawan muslim yang duduk di lembaga-
lembaga tinggi kenegaraan itu berbasil, bukan saja aspivasi politik
umat selalu dapat tersalurkan, tetapi juga stabilitas politik bangsa
akan betul-betul dapat dijaga, kavena wmat Islam yang mayoritas
i tidak mungkin selaln rela ditempatkan pada posisi pinggiran.
Tapi kalan gagal, mungkin keadaan wmat Islam menjadi lebib
burnk dari sebelumnya.

Studia Islamika 1 (1) (April-fune 1994)
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