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Didin Syafruddin

Mahmid Ydnus wa Ittijahdtuhu fi
Tajdid Ta‘lim al-Lughah al-‘Arabiyyah

bi Indinisiya

Abstract: Mabmud Yunus is one of the Indonesian students who was in
Cairo in the thirties and is seen to have made a great contribution to the
development of national Islamic education since the time of Indonesian
independence. Having finished his studies at al-Azhar University in
1927, Yunus studied at Dér al-Ulfim to widen bis intellectual horizon
until he obtained bis certificate in 1930. As a graduate of one of the most
important centers of Islamic learning, be had a lofty status in the Muslim
community. Yunus served as a teacher in an Islamic teacher training
school (Normal Islam), in Padang, West Sumatra and later he was ap-
pointed as a government official, seeking to establish and improve Islamic
schools in Indonesia. He was also a rector and professor of Islamic educa-
tion at the State Institute of Islamic Studies in Padang,

Despite the fact that be devoted himself o administrative duties and
teaching activities in the Department of Religious Affairs, Yunus was
still one of the most prolific writers among the Muslim thinkers of his
generation. He wrote various aspects of Islam such as the History of the
Development of Islamic Education in Indonesia (Sejarah Pendidikan Is-
lam di Indonesia), the Exegesis of the Sublime Qur'dn (Tafsir Qur'in
Karim), Dictionary of Arvab-Indonesia (Kamus Arab-Indonesia), Special
Methods of Religious Education (Metodik Khusus Pendidikan Agama),
Special Methods of Teaching Arabic Metodik Khusus Bahasa Arab),
and A Study of the Arabic Language (Dur(s al-Lughah al-’Arabiyyah).
This graduate of al-Azhar University and Dir al-’Uléim wrote move than
70 books in total,

One of Yunus’ considerable influences velates to methods of teaching
Avrabic. Islam bas an important place in Indonesia, and Arabic has often
been seen as the divine language of Islam. Therefore, this language is one
of the obligatory subjects in traditional Islamic schools. From their early
years, Indonesian Muslims are introduced to Arabic instruction. How-
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174 Didin Syafruddin

ever, according to Yunus, the objective of the instruction had to be modi-
fied. The Arabic instruction in the schools of bis time mevely tended to
develop students’ ability to understand Islamic texts and to translate
them into Indonesian. These objectives conld no longer be maintained as
these skills are only two out of four language skills. The other two, the
ability to listen and to communicate in Arabic, were neglected. To
Mabmud Yunus, these two skills are extremely important as theve has
been increasing communication between Indonesia and Middle Eastern
countries.

Professor Yunus proposed modifying the grammar and translation
oriented-methods to the direct method (Tariqah al MubAshirah) which
Dlaces the other two neglected language skills in their proper places. With
this method, students are obliged to communicate with each other in Ara-
bic except in cases of necessary.

it is also considered important to pay attention to mutila‘ah (reading
section) because this starts the learning of Arabic sentence structure by
which the teacher can draw out the implied Arabic grammar. Yunus
succeeded in reforming the existing traditional Avabic instruction in Is-
lamic schools in his time. For example, one of bis studenss, namely Kyai
Sahal, one of the founders of Pondok Modern Gontor, a modern institute
of Islamic education in East Java, has adopted bis ideas applying tariqat
al-mubashirah in teaching Arabic. The result is that the speaking abiliry
of the students is outstanding.

Furthermore, be insisted on the necessity of contextualizing the mate-
rial of Avabic instruction in relation to Indonesian daily Life. The texts
used in Avabic teaching of the time were Middle-East oriented materials,
particularly in terms of the examples, illustrarions and stories that the
writers used in the texts. Consequently, the readers were alienated and
Arabic instruction itself was boring.

Another issue that Yunus raised concerns the system on which Arabic
instruction is based. Whar has existed for years and is still intact in
traditional Islamic institutions (Pesantren) is Jooking at and teaching
Arabic as separate subjects, such as al-nahw (grammar), al-sarf (morphol-
ogy) al-mutdla’ah (reading), al-insh’ (writing) and al-muhidathah on-
versation) without interconnecting them. Such a system leads a student to
spend years on mastering each of them. He proposed what in modern terms
is called “all in one system™ (naziriyyit al-wahdah), seeing grammar,
reading, conversation and so on as undivided subjects. In terms of the
views of his time, Yunus’ideas are modern and are, to date, still out-
standing,
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Didin Syafruddin

Mahmid Yhnus wa Ietijahatuhu fi
Tajdid Ta‘lim al-Lughah al-‘Arabiyyah
bi IndGnisiya

Abstraksi: Mabmud Yunus adalab salah seorang mabasiswa Indonesia
di Kairo tabun 30-an yang banyak memberikan sumbangan atas
perkembangan pendidikan Islam di Indonesia. Setelah tamat dari
Universitas al-Azbar 1927, dalam ranghka meningkatkan pengetabuaniya
dalam bidang wmum, ia melanjutkan studi di Dar al-‘Uliim sampai
memperoleh ijazah pada tahun 1930. Sebagai alumni Timur Tengab, ia
memperoleb kedudukan yang tinggi dalam komunitas Muslim. Selain
menjadi guru di sekolah Normaal Islam, ia pada zaman kemerdekaan
menjadi pejabat tinggi yang bertanggung jawab memperbaiki dan
membangun sekolab-sekolab Islam. Di parub akbir karirnya, ia pernab
menjadi dekan Fakultas Tarbiyah pertama IAIN Syarif Hidayatullah
Jakarta, Rektor serta Guru Besar pendidikan Islam di IAIN Imam Bonjol,
Padang.

Yang menarik, walaupun sibuk dalam pelbagai jabatan di lingkungan
Departemen Agama, Mabmud Yunus merupakan salab seorang penulis
produktif dari generasinya, Ia menulis pelbagai topik tentang Islam:
Sejarah Pendidikan Islam di Indonesta, Metodik Khusus Pendidikan
Agama, Tafsir Qur’an Karim, Metodik Khusus Bahasa Arab, Kamus
Arab-Indonesia, Duriis al-Lughah al-‘Arabiyyah. Tidak kurang dari
70 bukbu ditulis oleb alumni Universitas al-Azhar dan Dar al-Uliim ini.

Sumbangan Mabmud Yunus yang paling signifikan ialah berkaitan
dengan pembaharuan pengajaran bahara Arab. Islam adalab agama yang
sangat penting di Indonesia, dan bahasa Arab dinilai sebagai babasa
sucinya. Babasa Arab merupakan salab satu mata pelajaran wajib pada
sekolab-sekolab Islam tradisional. Maka wajar kalay bahasa ini sudab
diperkenalkan sejak anak usia sekolab.

Dalam kaitan dengan pengajaran babasa Arab inilab Mabmud Yunus
mengemukakan kritik dan ideidenya. Di antaranya ia menyatakan
babwa tujuan pengajaran babasa Arab harus dimodifikasi, karena sistem
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176  Didin Syafruddin

yang ada hanya ditujukan untuk memabami teks babasa Arab dan
menterjemabkannya. Kedua tujuan tersebur tidak memadai lagi.
Menurutnya, murid juga harus mempunyai kemampuan untuk
mendengarkan dan mengkomunikasikan pikivan mereka dalam babasa
Avrab; apalagi hubungan masyarakat Indonesia dengan negaranegara
Timur Tengab terus mengalami peningkatan.

Prof. Mabmud Yunus sangat kritis terbadap metode yang digunakan
dalam pengajaran bahasa Arab. Selama ini, katanya, metode pengajaran
babasa Arab masih tradisional karena berovientasi pada tata babasa dan
terjemah. Menurutnya metode tata bahasa dan terjemabh tevsebut harus
diganti dengan metode langsung (tariqah al-mubisharah ) di mana para
siswa diwajibkan berkomunikasi dalam babasa Arab kecuali dalam
keadaan terpaksa.

Sehubungan dengan itu, Mabmud Yunus berpendapat babwa
mutdla'ah merupakan mata pelajaran terpenting karena melalui pelajaran
ini siswa dapat mengembangkan percakapan, melatib kemampuan
pendengaran dan kemampuan memabami. Babkan dari pola-pola kalimar
dan pemakaiannya dapat dikembangkan pula menjadi pelajaran tata
babasa. Sehubungan dengan ini, ia sendiri menulis Durds al-Lughah al-
‘Arabiyyah serta berhasil memperkenalkan dan mengembangkannya.

Kiayi Sahal, muridnya di sekolah Normal Islam, yang kemudian
menjadi salah seorang pendiri Pondok Modern Gontor, Ponorogo,
menerapkan gagasan tersebut, serta cara pengajaran babasa Arab yang
diperkenalkan Yunus. Para alumni pondok ini terkenal mempunyai
kelebiban dalam berkomunikasi dengan menggunakan babasa Arab.

Gagasan lain yang dikemukakan alumni Day al-‘Uliim adalab
perlunya menyesuaikan materi pelajaran bahasa Arab dengan alam In-
donesia supaya dapat menarik perbatian siswa. Buku-buku yang selama
ini digunakan lebih banyak diterbitkan di Timur Tengab sehingga
thustrasi maupun cerita-ceriteranya sangat diwarnai oleh budaya negeri-
negeri tersebut. Siswa akbirnya menjadi tevasing dan cepat bosan.

Menurut Yunus, pengajaran bahasa Arab yang berlaky selama ini
juga bertolak dari anggapan babwa mata pelajaran babasa Avab yang
ada merupakan satuan yang terpisah satu sama lain. Maka dalam
pelaksanaannya, pelajaran alsarf, al-nahw, al-muhidathah, al-mutila‘ah
dan al-insha’ disampaikan secara terpisab. In mengusulban agar cara
pandang seperti itu diubah dengan pandangan yang melibat kesemua
materi tersebut sebagai kesatuan yang tak terpisabkan. Jika dilibat dari
masanya (tabun 1930an) ide-ide Mabmud Yunus tentang pembabaruan
pengajaran babasa Arab tentu sangat modern,
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