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The Japan’s Award for PPIM UIN Jakarta

Idris Thaha

enter for the Study of Islam and Society (Pusat Pengkajian
Islam dan Masyarakat [PPIM]) Syarif Hidayatullah State

Islamic University (UIN) Jakarta received an award from
Foreign Ministry of Japan (Gaimu Shou). The award was presented by
Ambassador Yoshinori Katori at the fast breaking session held by His
Excellency Ambassador of Japan at his residence in Jakarta on August
10"2011. The bestowal ceremony of the awards was first held in Tikura
Guest House, Tokyo, Japan, on July 28" 2011 by the Foreign Ministry
of Japan.

PPIM UIN Jakarta acted as an advisor for the Visiting Program
for Pesantren Leaders held by the government of Japan. PPIM UIN
Jakarta has a network with many pesantrens in Indonesia. Since 2002,
PPIM is deliberately asked by the government of Japan’s to select about
12 w0l5 kyais, nyais, religious teacher (ustad) from various modern,
traditional, and salafi pesantrens in Indonesia to be sent to Japan. Until
now, at least there are 90 kyais, nyais, and religious leaders who have
been participated in the program. This year, PPIM recommends 17
names of pesantren leaders and religious teachers to the Embassy of
Japan in Jakarta to be selected to participate in the program.

In this program, the pesantren leaders and religious teachers visit
Japan and stay there for two weeks. Included in the program is the
activity for these Pesantren leaders to live with Japanese family so that
they can experience living with a non-Muslim society. They also have
opportunity to visit a number of cultural, historical, and governmental
building sites in some cities in Japan including Tokyo, Osaka, Nagasaki,
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Hiroshima, Kobe, and Kyoto. In addition, this program has also been
an opportunity to introduce Indonesian Islam to Japanese society.
They make some presentations in order to give the Japanese society
better understanding on Indonesian Islam. It is expected that better
understanding better these two groups would eventually contribute to
improve better relations between two countries and two societies. It is
also expected that this program will promote tolerance among different
religious believers. In Japan, the pesantren leaders and religious teachers
learn Japanese culture such as the Japanese ethics, hard working attitude
and strict discipline. These, as well as other experiences is hopefully can
be transferred and shared to their students in pesantrens upon their
returns.

With this award, PPIM UIN Jakarta becomes the first research
institution in Indonesia who obtained the award from the Foreign
Ministry of Japan. In 2011 the same award has also been delivered to
68 individuals and 30 institutions across the globe. Of that number, 16
individuals and 3 institutions are from Japan, and about 52 individuals
and 27 institutions are from countries outside Japan including
Indonesia. There are two Indonesian institutions that obtained the
award, that are PPIM UIN Jakarta and the Ship for Southeast Asian
Youth Program (SSEAYP) International Indonesia. PPIM is rewarded
because of its efforts to empower and promote the peaceful, inclusive,
and tolerant Indonesian Muslims. Since 2002, PPIM UIN Jakarta has
pioneered a program aims to strengthen Indonesia - Japan relations
both at the level of government and people-to-people relations.

SSEAYP International Indonesia is a student and youth exchange
program coming from ASEAN countries to Japan. The SSEAYP
International program has contributed to the enhancement of cultural
understanding among Indonesians and Japanese. The program started
in 1974 and since then has been organized in cooperation with Youth
and Sport Ministry of Indonesia and the government of Japan. The
large part of the program is conducted in a ship which sails across
several countries. From 1974-2008 the program was held in Japanese
ship called M.S. Nippon Maru. But, since 2009 the program is now
conducted at the M.S. Fuji Maru ship.

The award certificate and a piece of silk were accepted by Executive
Director of PPIM Dr. Ali Munhanif and witnessed by Rector of UIN
Jakarta Prof Dr Komaruddin Hidayat, Vice Rector of Institutional
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Development Dr. Jamhari, and Director of Graduate School of UIN
Jakarta Prof. Dr. Azyumardi Azra. The ceremony was also attended by
Islamic boarding school (pesantren) leaders kyai and nyai) from across
the regions in Indonesia who have been visited Japan through the
program organized by PPIM UIN Jakarta.

The award signs a stronger relation between the government
of Japan and Indonesia, especially PPIM UIN Jakarta. It is a result
of a long cooperation between PPIM UIN Jakarta and Japanese
government since 2002. Director of Information and Culture of the
Embassy of Japan in Jakarta Masaki Tani said that the cooperation with
PPIM is important because PPIM has broad networks with the Muslim
communities. PPIM UIN Jakarta has also been expected to bridge the
Embassy of Japan in particular and the Japanese society in general with
the pesantren communities in Indonesia.

However, the cooperation between PPIM UIN Jakarta and the
Japanese governmentis notlimited in the visiting program for pesantren
leaders only. Since 2004, PPIM UIN Jakarta has also conducted the
research on Islamic manuscript in Indonesia and Southeast Asia, which
is supported by the Japanese government. Despite continuing its visiting
program for pesantren leaders, PPIM UIN Jakarta in cooperation with
the Japanese government intends to conduct researches on various
aspect of Islam. One of the programs is to build a Japanese center
at UIN Jakarta in order to expose UIN’s students to learn Japanese
history, social, and culture. In the end, these programs are believed to
increase the good understanding and relationship between societies in
two countries.

Idris Thaha is researcher at PPIM UIN Syarif Hidayatullah Jakaria.
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