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Revealing New Insights: Preserving Islamic 
Manuscripts in Eastern Indonesia 

Abdullah Maulani 

As one of the regions with a majority Muslim population in the 
eastern part of Indonesia, South Sulawesi is home to several 
prominent scholars who pioneered the spread of Islam in the 

archipelago. Among these figures was  Shaykh Yūsuf al-Maqassarī (1627-
1699) who hailed from Makassar, and whose influence reached the 
Hijaz Peninsula and South Africa. In the 19th century, the influence of 
scholars from Sulawesi residing in the Haramayn (Mecca and Medina) 
became even more vibrant, contributing to the religious life in the 
Sulawesi Islands. This was marked by their return to their hometowns 
and the establishment of various Islamic educational centers. One of 
them was Shaykh ‘Abd al-Majīd bin ‘Abd al-Hayy al-Bugīsī al-Būnī (d. 
1878). He was one of the scholars from Pompanua, Bone Regency, who 
had Islamic education activities in Haramayn for 25 years and returned 
to South Sulawesi in 1860.

Shaykh ‘Abd al-Majīd was a student of Shaykh Aḥmad bin Idris al-
Hasani (1172–1253 H/1758-1837 AD), the founder of the Idrisiyyah 
Order from Morocco. He also learned with Shaykh Muḥammad ibn 
‘Alī al-Sanusī (1787–1859), a prominent scholar from Aljazair, in 
Mecca. His descendants, Faisal Ibrahim and Fadly Ibrahim, explained 
that Shaykh ‘Abd al-Majīd had departed for Mecca at a young age with 
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his parents and two siblings to settle there and returned to Bone around 
the year 1860. Upon arriving hometown, he continued the activities of 
teaching Islam to the surrounding community, which had been initiated 
by his father, Shaykh ‘Abd al-Hay (d. 1830), in Dulung Ajangale, Bone.

Shaykh ‘Abd al-Majīd was highly regarded by the local community 
as a distinguished scholar renowned for his extensive contributions to 
Islamic pedagogy through prolific writing. Unfortunately, today, these 
manuscript collections are in terrible condition. Yet, his works serve as 
authentic evidence of how Islam flourished rapidly in South Sulawesi 
in the 19th century through the networks of scholars from Haramayn 
and Africa. The alarming condition of the Indonesian manuscripts 
is not limited to the collection of Shaykh ‘Abd al-Majīd. During the 
period from 2018 to 2023, the Dreamsea program (Digital Repository 
of Endangered and Affected Manuscripts in Southeast Asia) initiated 
by PPIM UIN Jakarta and CSMC University of Hamburg has already 
rescued more than 2000 manuscripts held by communities in the 
eastern part of Indonesia, especially in the Sulawesi Islands and its 
surrounding areas.

Dreamsea and The Manuscripts Preservation in the Region of 
Eastern Indonesia

Dreamsea is a program initiated by the Center for the Study of Islam 
and Society (PPIM) of Syarif Hidayatullah State Islamic University 
(UIN) of Jakarta, Indonesia, in collaboration with the Center for the 
Study of Manuscript Cultures (CSMC) at the University of Hamburg, 
Germany, and fully supported by the Arcadia Foundation, United 
Kingdom. The main objective of this program is to preserve the cultural 
diversity of Southeast Asian communities contained within their 
manuscripts, by means of preservation and providing broad access for 
the advancement of knowledge. The Dreamsea program also provides 
support to manuscript owners in Southeast Asia to effectively maintain 
and preserve their collections in synergy.

Since its launch in 2018, Dreamsea has conducted six preservation 
missions in the Eastern Indonesia region, particularly in the Sulawesi 
Islands. The first mission in this region began in the city of Baubau, 
Southeast Sulawesi, which rescued 124 manuscripts from the legacy of 
the Sultanate of Buton in 2018. In 2019, the Dreamsea team preserved 
53 manuscripts from community collections scattered across Makassar, 



Preserving Islamic Manuscripts in Eastern Indonesia  609

DOI: 10.36712/sdi.v30i3.38647Studia Islamika, Vol. 30, No. 3, 2023

Bantaeng, Takalar, and Bulukumba. In 2023, the Dreamsea team 
successfully rescued manuscripts belonging to communities in Wajo 
District, Bone, Bantaeng, Maros, and the city of Makassar, totalling 
631 manuscripts or equivalent to 58,831 manuscript pages, including 
those belonging to the descendants of Shaykh ‘Abd al-Majīd.

Fundamentally, the Dreamsea program’s efforts in manuscript 
preservation are not confined solely to Islamic manuscripts. Considering 
cultural diversity, religion, and background, Dreamsea also preserves 
collections of manuscripts belonging to the Chinese community in South 
Sulawesi (2019-2023) and the manuscript collection of the Cathedral 
Church in Makassar in 2020. These two collections were also threatened 
due to a lack of resources and religious conflicts. This threat was evident 
when one year after the preservation and digitization of the Cathedral 
Makassar manuscript collection by the Dreamsea team, the Christian 
place of worship became the target of a suicide bombing in 2021.

Connecting Sulawesi, Haramayn, and Maghribī Networks

In general, the collection of manuscripts of Shaykh ‘Abd al-Majīd, 
successfully preserved by the Dreamsea team, consists of 91 volumes of 
manuscripts. Several manuscript titles have been identified, including 
Ithāf al-Murīd bi Sharhi Jawhari al-Tauhīd by ‘Abd al-Salām ibn Ibrāhīm 
al-Laqqānī (971–1087 AH/1563–1676 AD), copied by Shaykh ‘Abd 
al-Majīd in Mecca in 1270 AH/1853 AD. There is also the text Sharh 
Ra’iyyat li Ma’rifati Rasmi al-Mushaf al-Uthmānī by Shaykh Ahmad ibn 
Ahmad al-Turkī, completed in 1257 AH. Beside that, he also copied 
Majmu’ah min al-Auridah wa al-Ad’iyyā’, and Mukhtaṣar ‘alā Ankiḥah 
wa Zawāj by ‘Abd Allāh ibn al-Hijāzī al-Sharqāwī (1737–1812), a grand 
sheikh of Al-Azhar University. Additionally, there is a manuscript copy 
of Sharh al-’Azīzī ‘alā Jam’i al-Ṣaghīr dating back to 1245 AH in this 
collection. In general, most of the manuscripts copied in Haramayn are 
in good condition and complete.

Fadly Ibrahim revealed several prominent Islamic scholars associated 
with this collection. One of the names recorded in the manuscripts is 
Shaykh Yahya al-Bugisi. His residence was used as a place for writing 
these manuscripts by Bugis scholars who were active in Haramayn. 
Another name is Muhammad Khalīfah, who is the second son of 
Shaykh ‘Abd al-Majīd. Prior to the discovery of these manuscripts by 
Fadly two years ago, he was entirely not well-known to the people of 
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Bone. Previously, these books were stored above the ceilings of Abdul 
Mukadim house. The parents also did not provide clear information 
regarding this collection and only considered it as the Qur’an and 
ordinary Arabic texts.

Based on the findings of the manuscript, it can be concluded that 
the scholarly network map of the ulama originating from Bone, South 
Sulawesi, has a high level of complexity. On the other hand, from the 
identified texts, we can ascertain that the scholarly characteristics of 
South Sulawesi society were shaped by the scholarly networks of ulama 
from the Middle East and North Africa in the 19th century.

Preservation of Shaykh ‘Abd al-Majīd Manuscript Collection

The Dreamsea project appointed Husnul Fahimah Ilyas, a researcher 
from the National Research and Innovation Agency (BRIN) of 
Indonesia, as a leader and academic expert of this preservation mission. 
She was accompanied by Hamsi (BRIN) as her assistant and two 
photographers named Hasmawati and Muhammad Jamil Ramadhan. 
In addition, Dreamsea also assigned Abdullah Maulani (Data Manager 
Dreamsea) and Ilham Nurwansah (IT and Media Specialist Dreamsea) 
to supervise and provide technical training on manuscript digitization 
to the team and the community in this activity.

Figure 1. Preservation and digitization activities of the manuscript collection of 
Syekh ‘Abd al-Majid were held at the Haji Ahmad Surur Foundation, 

Pompanua, Bone Regency, South Sulawesi.
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The Dreamsea team not only carried out the manuscripts preservation 
and digitization, they were also involved in a mini exhibition of the 
manuscript collection of Shaykh ‘Abd al-Majīd. During the preservation 
and digitization process, the Haji Ahmad Surur Foundation in Bone 
hosted a gathering of followers of the Idrisiyyah Order. This event 
was attended by thousands of people from Bone, Wajo, Malaysia and 
Morocco. The participants also visited the grave of Shaykh ‘Abd al-
Majīd. Additionally, the Dreamsea team provided education to the 
attendees of the event on how to care for manuscripts to slow down 
their physical deterioration.

Husnul stated that this collection is one of the most important 
collections that have not been uncovered in Islamic studies in South 
Sulawesi. She also emphasized that this collection is another evidence of 
the strong academic connection between the Middle East and Sulawesi 
in the past. Fadly Ibrahim also explained that these manuscripts are 
authentic evidence of how Sufi orders such as the Muhammadīyah, 
Idrīsīyah, and Sanusīyah developed in South Sulawesi.

On the other hand, Oman Fathurahman as a Principal Investigator 
of Dreamsea affirmed Dreamsea’s commitment to the preservation 
and utilization of the Shaykh ‘Abd al-Majīd manuscript collection. All 
manuscripts will remain at the location where they are stored (in situ), 
and digital copies will be uploaded to the Dreamsea database located at 
http://dreamsea.co. This activity is expected not only to contribute to 
preservation efforts but also to be part of the development of research 
infrastructure in Islamic studies, especially the Islamic civilization in 
the Eastern Indonesia region.

_____________________

Abdullah Maulani, Faculty of Adab and Humanities; Center for Study 
of Islam and Society, Syarif Hidayatullah State Islamic University (UIN) 
Jakarta, Indonesia. Email: maulaninaskah@gmail.com. 





Guidelines

Submission of Articles 

Studia Islamika, published three times a year since 1994, is a 
bilingual (English and Arabic), peer-reviewed journal, and 
specializes in Indonesian Islamic studies in particular and 

Southeast Asian Islamic studies in general. The aim is to provide readers 
with a better understanding of Indonesia and Southeast Asia’s Muslim 
history and present developments through the publication of articles, 
research reports, and book reviews. 

The journal invites scholars and experts working in all disciplines 
in the humanities and social sciences pertaining to Islam or Muslim 
societies. Articles should be original, research-based, unpublished 
and not under review for possible publication in other journals. All 
submitted papers are subject to review of the editors, editorial board, 
and blind reviewers. Submissions that violate our guidelines on 
formatting or length will be rejected without review.

Articles should be written in American English between 
approximately 10.000-15.000 words including text, all tables and 
figures, notes, references, and appendices intended for publication. 
All submission must include 150 words abstract and 5 keywords. 
Quotations, passages, and words in local or foreign languages should 



be translated into English. Studia Islamika accepts only electronic 
submissions. All manuscripts should be sent in Ms. Word to: http://
journal.uinjkt.ac.id/index.php/studia-islamika.

All notes must appear in the text as citations. A citation usually 
requires only the last name of the author(s), year of publication, and 
(sometimes) page numbers. For example: (Hefner 2009a, 45; Geertz 
1966, 114). Explanatory footnotes may be included but should not be 
used for simple citations. All works cited must appear in the reference 
list at the end of the article. In matter of bibliographical style, Studia 
Islamika follows the American Political Science Association (APSA) 
manual style, such as below:

1. Hefner, Robert. 2009a. “Introduction: The Political Cultures 
of Islamic Education in Southeast Asia,” in Making Modern 
Muslims: The Politics of Islamic Education in Southeast Asia, ed. 
Robert Hefner, Honolulu: University of Hawai’i Press. 

2. Booth, Anne. 1988. “Living Standards and the Distribution 
of Income in Colonial Indonesia: A Review of the Evidence.” 
Journal of Southeast Asian Studies 19(2): 310–34.

3. Feener, Michael R., and Mark E. Cammack, eds. 2007. 
Islamic Law in Contemporary Indonesia: Ideas and Institutions. 
Cambridge: Islamic Legal Studies Program.

4. Wahid, Din. 2014. Nurturing Salafi Manhaj: A Study of Salafi 
Pesantrens in Contemporary Indonesia. PhD dissertation. Utrecht 
University.

5. Utriza, Ayang. 2008. “Mencari Model Kerukunan Antaragama.” 
Kompas. March 19: 59.

6. Ms. Undhang-Undhang Banten, L.Or.5598, Leiden University.
7. Interview with K.H. Sahal Mahfudz, Kajen, Pati, June 11th, 

2007.

Arabic romanization should be written as follows:
Letters: ’, b, t, th, j, ḥ, kh, d, dh, r, z, s, sh, ṣ, ḍ, ṭ, ẓ, ‘, gh, f, q, l, 

m, n, h, w, y. Short vowels: a, i, u. long vowels: ā, ī, ū. Diphthongs: 
aw, ay. Tā marbūṭā: t. Article: al-. For detail information on Arabic 
Romanization, please refer the transliteration system of the Library of 
Congress (LC) Guidelines.



عنوان المراسلة: 

Editorial Office:  
STUDIA ISLAMIKA, Gedung Pusat Pengkajian 

Islam dan Masyarakat (PPIM) UIN Jakarta, 
Jl. Kertamukti No. 5, Pisangan Barat, Cirendeu, 

Ciputat 15419, Jakarta, Indonesia. 
Phone:  (62-21) 7423543, 7499272, Fax:  (62-21) 7408633;  

E-mail:  studia.islamika@uinjkt.ac.id
Website:  http://journal.uinjkt.ac.id/index.php/studia-islamika

قيمة الاشتراك السنوي خارج إندونيسيا: 
للمؤسسات: 75 دولار أمريكي، ونسخة واحدة قيمتها 25 دولار أمريكي.

للأفراد: 50 دولار أمريكي، ونسخة واحدة قيمتها 20 دولار أمريكي.
والقيمة لا تشمل نفقة الإرسال بالبريد الجوي.

رقم الحساب: 
خارج إندونيسيا )دولار أمريكي(: 

PPIM, Bank Mandiri KCP Tangerang Graha Karnos, Indonesia
account No. 101-00-0514550-1 (USD).

داخل إندونيسيا )روبية(: 
PPIM, Bank Mandiri KCP Tangerang Graha Karnos, Indonesia

No Rek:  128-00-0105080-3 (Rp).

قيمة الاشتراك السنوي داخل إندونيسيا: 
لسنة واحدة  150,000 روبية )للمؤسسة( ونسخة واحدة قيمتها 50,000 
روبية، 100,000 روبية )للفرد( ونسخة واحدة قيمتها 40,000 روبية. 

والقيمة لا تشتمل على النفقة للإرسال بالبريد الجوى.

ستوديا إسلاميكا (ISSN 0215-0492; E-ISSN: 2355-6145) مجلة علمية  دولية محكمة تصدر 
عن مركز دراسات الإسلام والمجتمع (PPIM) بجامعة شريف هداية الله الإسلامية الحكومية بجاكرتا، تعى 
بدراسة الإسلام في إندونيسيا خاصة وفي جنوب شرقي آسيا عامة. وتستهدف المجلة نشر البحوث العلمية 
الأصيلة والقضايا المعاصرة حول الموضوع، كما ترحب بإسهامات الباحثين أصحاب التخصصات ذات 

الصلة. وتخضع جميع الأبحاث المقدمة للمجلة للتحكيم من قبل لجنة مختصة.

تم اعتماد ستوديا إسلاميكا من قبل وزارة البحوث والتكنولوجيا والتعليم العالي بجمهورية إندونيسيا باعتبارها 
.)32a/E/KPT/2017 :دورية علمية )رقم القرار

ستوديا إسلاميكا عضو في CrossRef )الإحالات الثابتة في الأدبيات الأكاديمية( منذ 2014، وبالتالي 
 .(DOI) فإن جميع المقالات التي نشرتها مرقمة حسب معرّف الوثيقة الرقمية

ستوديا إسلاميكا مجلة مفهرسة في سكوبس (Scopus) منذ 30 مايو 2015. 



ستوديا إسلاميكا
مجلة إندونيسيا للدراسات الإسلامية

السنة الثالثون، العدد 3، 2023

رئيس التحرير:
سيف المزاني

مدير التحرير:
أومان فتح الرحمن

هيئة التحرير:
جمهاري

ديدين شفرالدين
جاجات برهان الدين

فؤاد جبلي
إسماتو رافي

سيف الأمم
دادي دارمادي

جاجانج جهراني
دين واحد

ايويس نورليلاواتي
مجلس التحرير الدولي:

محمد قريش شهاب )جامعة شريف هداية الله الإسلامية الحكومية بجاكرتا(
مارتين فان برونيسين )جامعة أتريخة(

جوهن ر. بووين  )جامعة واشنطن، سانتو لويس(
محمد كمال حسن )الجامعة الإسلامية العالمية – ماليزيا(

فركنيا م. هوكير )جامعة أستراليا الحكومية كانبيرا(
إيدوين ف. ويرنجا )جامعة كولونيا، ألمانيا(

روبيرت و. هيفنير )جامعة بوستون(
ريمي مادينير )المركز القومي للبحث العلمي بفرنسا(

ر. ميكائيل فينير )جامعة سينغافورا الحكومية(
ميكائيل ف. لفان )جامعة فرينشتون(

ميناكو ساكاي )جامعة نيو ساوث ويلز(
انابيل تيه جالوب )المكتبة البريطانية(

شفاعة المرزانة )جامعة سونان كاليجاغا الإسلامية الحكومية(
مساعد هيئة التحرير:

تيستريونو
محمد نداء فضلان
رنغكا إيكا سافوترا

عبد الله مولاني
سفران بالله

أيندي أولياء غراديان
مراجعة اللغة الإنجليزية:

بنيمن ج. فريمان
دانيل فتريون
موسى بتول

مراجعة اللغة العربية:
توباغوس أدي أسناوي

يولي ياسين
تصميم الغلاف:
س. برنكا








