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ABSTRACT 

The ongoing changes brought about by time, globalization, 

and modernization compel individuals to adapt, significantly 

impacting Islamic culture worldwide. This article explores 

the themes, trends, and transformations of modern Islamic 

culture through a Systematic Literature Review methodology 

using Scopus. Out of 1,097 documents, 30 documents from 

17 countries were analyzed. Most of these were authored by 

researchers from the USA, Iran, and Indonesia. Three main 

themes emerged from the analysis: Islamism, cultural 

relations, and historical perspectives. Additionally, five key 

themes were identified: Diverse Perspectives on Islamic 

Tradition, Adaptation to Modernity, Ethical and 

Philosophical Inquiry, Cultural and Social Dynamics, and 

Global-Local Interactions. The results of this study highlight 

the success of Muslim communities in preserving Islamic 

culture in the modern era while integrating Islamic values 

into various aspects of life, including law, arts, and sciences. 

This article contributes to a deeper understanding of the 

global phenomenon of modernization within Islamic culture.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Islamic culture, with its rich history spanning continents and centuries, stands as a profound 

testament to the diversity and dynamism of human civilization (Küçük, 2017)⁠. In the 

contemporary era, the manifestations of Islamic culture have undergone significant 

transformations, influenced by globalization, technological advancements, socio-political shifts, 

and evolving interpretations of religious principles. Understanding these global phenomena 

within modern Islamic culture is crucial not only for scholars and researchers but also for 

policymakers, educators, and the broader global community. 

The study of Islamic culture has long been a subject of fascination and scholarly inquiry, 

encompassing diverse fields such as anthropology, sociology, history, religious studies, and 

cultural studies (Obeid, 2015)⁠. However, while numerous studies have explored various aspects 

of Islamic culture, there remains a gap in the literature concerning a comprehensive synthesis of 

contemporary global phenomena within this cultural framework. Existing research often focuses 

on specific regions, historical periods, or thematic areas, thereby limiting our understanding of 

the interconnectedness and broader patterns shaping modern Islamic culture on a global scale. 

Modern Islamic culture involves the construction of modern forms of Muslim subjectivities 

and social orders, combining Islamic traditions with non-religious and globally relevant cultural 

scripts (Mex-Jørgensen, 2020)⁠. Islamic literature within contemporary and multiculturalism 

periods is marked by the existence of tendencies such as 'dark poetry' influenced by 

postmodernism and popular literature with romantic themes (Supriyono & Wartono, 2020)⁠⁠. 

Islamic literature is influenced by the recent developing post-modernism, and the presence of 

contemporary Islamic literature may not be separated from the community’s social conditions 

.Efforts have been made by intellectuals and leaders in the Islamic world to adapt to the novelty 

of modernity that has come to Europe over the past 150 years, highlighting the crisis of Islamic 

culture in its encounter with modernity (Hindus & Djait, 2017)⁠⁠. Islamic societies today are 

products of the world capitalist system and cannot be understood as being separate from its forces, 

challenging the belief that Islam is not part of, nor much affected by, the modern world-system 

(Samman & Al-Zo’by, 2015)⁠. The impact of globalization on Muslim communities and identities 

has led to the emergence of alternative modernities in the face of globalization, with people's 

understanding of how to be a good and proper Muslim being influenced by social changes (Latif 

et al., 2023)⁠⁠. 

There is a need for more studies on Islamic literature to highlight its significance and 

cultural impact, as critics may not give sufficient concern for Islamic literature and have not been 

encouraged to go deeply into the literary works of Islamic writers (Al Areqi, 2016)⁠. The Islamic 

literature does not take its proper place among the world arts as one of the significant areas of 

research, and many studies need to be done on the Islamic literature to highlight this sort of 

literature and culture. The Islamic critics attempt to put the foundations of this new literature, but 

their efforts do not show sufficient concern with the Islamic literature, and the literary works of 

the Islamic literature do not get sufficient study and research (Al Areqi, 2016)⁠. 

Islamic societies today are products of the world capitalist system and cannot be understood 

as being separate from its forces, challenging the belief that Islam is not part of, nor much affected 

by, the modern world-system (Samman & Al-Zo’by, 2015)⁠. Globalization's influence on Muslim 

communities and identities has led to the importance of piety in the social construction of Muslim 
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identity and its relation to the visibility of religion in different parts of the Muslim World. Islam 

is playing the role of a bulwark against western hegemony and is instrumentalized both by the 

powers that be and by the oppositions, all of whom give themselves over to displays of one-

upmanship over fidelity to Islam (Char, 2010)⁠. 

This systematic literature review aims to address this gap by providing a comprehensive 

overview and analysis of the diverse manifestations of modern Islamic culture across different 

regions and contexts worldwide. By synthesizing existing research, the study seeks to identify 

common themes, trends, and dynamics shaping contemporary Islamic culture, while also 

highlighting variations, complexities, and points of divergence. Through this approach, the 

objective is to contribute to a deeper understanding of the multifaceted nature of modern Islamic 

culture and its implications for various domains, including social, political, economic, and cultural 

spheres. 

While there have been valuable contributions to the study of Islamic culture (Yüceer, 

2022)⁠, there remains a lack of comprehensive syntheses that encompass the global scope of 

contemporary phenomena within this cultural framework. Existing literature often exhibits 

geographic and thematic biases, overlooking the interconnectivity and transnational dynamics 

that characterize modern Islamic culture (Kudriavtceva et al., 2022)⁠⁠. By conducting a systematic 

review, this study seeks to fill this gap by providing a holistic perspective that transcends regional 

and disciplinary boundaries, thereby enriching our understanding of the complexities and nuances 

inherent in modern Islamic culture. 

This paper holds significant importance for academia, policymakers, educators, and the 

general public alike. By offering a comprehensive synthesis of contemporary global phenomena 

within modern Islamic culture, the study provides valuable insights into the ways in which Islamic 

traditions, beliefs, practices, and identities are being negotiated, reinterpreted, and transformed in 

the context of globalization and modernity. Moreover, the findings of this research can inform 

efforts aimed at promoting intercultural dialogue, fostering social cohesion, addressing socio-

economic disparities, and advancing mutual understanding among diverse communities in an 

increasingly interconnected world. Overall, this paper serves as a foundational resource for further 

research, education, and policy development concerning modern Islamic culture and its 

implications for global society. 

  

2. METHODS 

This systematic literature review (Lagorio & Pinto, 2021)⁠⁠ aims to explore the dimensions 

and manifestations of modern Islamic culture. In light of the evolving socio-cultural landscape, 

understanding modern Islamic culture becomes increasingly pertinent. This section will define 

"modern Islamic culture" and underscore the importance of examining its various facets. The 

primary objectives of this review are to identify key themes and trends in modern Islamic culture 

literature, to analyze the influence of modernity on Islamic cultural practices and beliefs, and to 

examine the role of globalization and technology in shaping contemporary Islamic culture. The 

research question for this systematic literature review on modern Islamic culture is: "What are the 

key themes, trends, and transformations in modern Islamic culture in response to globalization 

and societal changes?"  
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This research question encompasses the objectives of the review, focusing on identifying 

and analyzing the various dimensions of modern Islamic culture within the context of 

contemporary global influences. It allows for an exploration of both the traditional aspects of 

Islamic culture and the adaptations and innovations that have emerged in response to modernity 

and globalization. We utilized scopus academic database to identify relevant literature, which is 

utilized by many other researchers (Lei & Xu, 2020)⁠ (Sánchez-Prieto et al., 2017)⁠. Keywords 

including "modern Islamic culture," is used in the search strings. From the initial keywords, 1097 

documents were successfully identified. And from that number, further restrictions were applied 

in several aspects, namely publication years between 2020-2024, restrictions limited to 

documents related to social and cultural sciences, limited to documents in the English language 

only, and keywords were restricted to those using the vocabulary: Islam, Islamism, religion, 

culture, and human. With these restrictions, the identified results amounted to 44 documents.  

From this number, 31 documents were retrieved, one was excluded because the document 

was incomplete, and the rest 30 documents were collected for further analysis, as presented in the 

prisma diagram (Haddaway, N. R., Page, M. J., Pritchard, C. C., & McGuinness, 2022)⁠ (Figure 

1). Screening was conducted based on titles, abstracts, and full texts to ensure relevance to the 

research objectives. Criteria for relevance included alignment with the definition of modern 

Islamic culture and substantive exploration of its manifestations.  

 

Figure 1.  Prisma diagram (source: author’s elaboration based on (Haddaway et al., 2022)) 
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2.1.  Extraction of Data 

Data extraction involved capturing key information such as author(s), publication year, 

research methodology, and main findings. A structured form was used for consistency in data 

collection. Extracted data were organized into categories based on thematic analysis. The quality 

of included studies was evaluated using established criteria, considering factors such as research 

design, sample size, and methodological rigor. Any potential biases or limitations in the selected 

studies were acknowledged and accounted for in the analysis. LibreOffice Calc was used in this 

process (Moroianu et al., 2024)⁠⁠. 

 

2.2.  Data Synthesis and Results Presentation 

Findings from the included studies were synthesized using thematic analysis. Patterns, 

themes, and trends across the literature are identified to provide a comprehensive overview of 

modern Islamic culture. VOSviewer (Secinaro & Calandra, 2021)⁠⁠ and LibreOffice Calc 

(Moroianu et al., 2024)⁠ were used in this process. The results were presented through narrative 

summaries and visualizations. Key findings were highlighted to elucidate the diversity and 

complexity of modern Islamic culture. The implications of the findings were discussed in relation 

to the research objectives, highlighting insights into the dynamics of modern Islamic culture. Gaps 

in the literature and avenues for future research was identified to contribute to ongoing scholarly 

discourse. By synthesizing existing scholarship, this review contributes to a deeper understanding 

of the intersection between Islam, modernity, and globalization. 

 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

In this study, the authors downloaded and analyzed 30 documents obtained from the Scopus 

database. These 30 documents were not published in the same year, they were published in 

different years. Upon examining the data obtained from the analysis using LibreOffice Calc, it 

was observed that there were three documents published in 2020. Subsequently, upon further 

review, it was found that the number of documents published in 2021 was significantly higher, 

more than double, totaling 7 documents. This increase could possibly be attributed to the 

widespread impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, which prompted researchers to be more active in 

uncovering phenomena related to the modernization of Islamic culture worldwide. Furthermore, 

the number of documents published in 2022 increased even further, totaling 9 documents. It can 

be inferred that the documents most utilized in this research were those published in 2022. 

However, it is not definitively known what caused the surge in documents in 2022. The year 2022 

marked a period where the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic began to diminish, potentially 

allowing researchers more freedom to document and analyze cultural phenomena within modern 

Islamic contexts. 

Moreover, upon examining the documents published in 2023, there was a slight decrease 

in the count, dropping from 9 documents to 8. The most recent documents used in this study were 

those published in 2024. Since this research was conducted in May 2024, the year 2024 is 

ongoing, and therefore, the number of documents originating from publications in 2024 is also 

fewer compared to those from 2023, with the same count as the documents published in 2020, 

totaling 3 documents (Figure 1). In total, the analysis encompassed 30 documents, with the highest 

number published in 2022 and the lowest in 2020 and 2024. This data indicates that the theme of 
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modern Islamic culture is indeed a compelling topic for researchers, leading to a continuous 

emergence of publications on this theme over the years. Furthermore, this systematic literature 

review (SLR) is reinforced by recent research findings published within the past 5 years as of the 

writing of this text. 

 

Figure 2. Documents by year (author’s elaboration) 

We found that some articles have garnered more citations compared to others. Several 

factors could contribute to this discrepancy in citation counts. Firstly, the topic and relevance of 

the article play a significant role. Articles addressing timely and significant issues within their 

respective fields are more likely to attract attention and citations. For instance, articles focusing 

on pressing societal issues, emerging trends, or providing novel insights tend to garner more 

citations. In this dataset, the article by Gallop A.T. in "South East Asia Research" published in 

2022 (Muhtadi, 2017)⁠ might have attracted more citations due to its relevance to current events 

or its contribution to understanding critical aspects of Southeast Asian studies (Table 1). 

Secondly, the reputation and impact factor of the journal also influence citation counts. 

Articles published in prestigious journals with a wide readership are more likely to be cited by 

other researchers. Therefore, articles published in well-established journals such as "International 

Journal of Heritage Studies" or "Journal for Multicultural Education" may receive more citations 

compared to those in lesser-known journals (Table 1). Moreover, the visibility and accessibility 

of the article can impact citation counts. Articles that are freely available or easily accessible to 

researchers are more likely to be cited than those behind paywalls or difficult to access. 

Furthermore, the author's reputation and networking within the academic community can 

influence citation counts. Well-known authors or those actively engaged in academic discourse 

may attract more citations to their work. Overall, the variation in citation counts among articles 

in the dataset can be attributed to a combination of factors including the topic's relevance, journal 

reputation, accessibility, and author prominence within the academic community.  
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Table 1. Documents by citation 

Authors Year Source title Cited 

Rico T. 2020 International Journal of Heritage Studies 4 

R’boul H. 2021 Journal for Multicultural Education 4 

Gallop A.T. 2022 South East Asia Research 4 

Ezzat A. 2020 International Journal of Middle East Studies 3 

Al Ansari M.; et al. 2021 Journal of Ethnicity in Substance Abuse 3 

Pool F.W. 2021 Modern Asian Studies 3 

Budjaj A.et al. 2021 Journal of Ethnobiology and Ethnomedicine 2 

Kamelnia H et ahl. 2022 Journal of Architecture and Urbanism 2 

Ayoub S.A. 2022 Journal of Law and Religion 1 

Hatina M. 2022 Journal of Political Ideologies 1 

Khan R. 2022 Modern Asian Studies 1 

Sokolov O.A. 2022 Vostok (Oriens) 1 

Aidulsyah F. 2023 Asian Journal of Social Science 1 

Valaitė D. et al. 2024 Culture, Medicine and Psychiatry 1 

Kahraman F. 2020 Cumhuriyet Ilahiyat Dergisi 0 

Ben Hammed M.W. 2021 Journal of North African Studies 0 

Jeshvaghani M.S. 2021 Religious Inquiries 0 

Mohammadi E. et al. 2021 International Review of Public Policy 0 

Samalavičius A.L. 2022 Journal of Architecture and Urbanism 0 

Mielusel R. 2022 Artistic (Self)-Representations of Islam and Muslims 0 

Masigol H. et al. 2022 

Vestnik Sankt-Peterburgskogo Universiteta, Filosofiia i 

Konfliktologiia 0 

Gustafson J. 2023 Middle Eastern Studies 0 

Oyosoro F.I. 2023 International Journal of Islamic Thought 0 

Zara M.Y.; et al. 2023 Indonesia and the Malay World 0 

Alam M. 2023 Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society 0 

Nik Mat N.H.; et al. 2023 Contemporary Islam 0 

Bayatrizi Z. 2023 Journal of Risk Research 0 

Marrewa-Karwoski C. 2023 International Journal of Hindu Studies 0 

Slyusar V. et al. 2024 Occasional Papers on Religion in Eastern Europe 0 

Rakhmani I. 2024 Asian Journal of Communication 0 

 
The data found is evident that the documents, which pertain to modern Islamic culture, are 

distributed across various countries. The United States has the highest number of documents with 

seven, followed by Indonesia and Iran with three documents each. This distribution reflects the 

global interest and engagement with the topic of modern Islamic culture. Furthermore, countries 

like Lithuania, Spain, and the United Kingdom also contribute to the discourse with two 

documents each. Other countries such as Australia, Austria, Canada, Germany, Israel, Malaysia, 

Netherlands, Nigeria, Russian Federation, Turkey, and Ukraine each have one document related 

to modern Islamic culture (Figure 3). 
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Figure 3. Documents by countries 

This diverse geographic representation underscores the global nature of research on modern 

Islamic culture and suggests that scholars and researchers from various regions are actively 

contributing to the discourse. Additionally, it highlights the multidisciplinary and multicultural 

perspectives that enrich the understanding of modern Islamic culture in contemporary society. 

With consideration of the historical context and evolution of modern Islamic culture. 

The co-occurrence network diagram visually represents the interconnection of these themes 

within the body of literature on modern Islamic culture (Figure 4). This analysis underscores the 

multidimensionality and complexity of the subject matter, emphasizing the interdisciplinary 

nature of research in this field. It also suggests that scholars are exploring various dimensions of 

modern Islamic culture, from religious and ideological aspects to cultural interactions and 

historical contexts, contributing to a comprehensive understanding of this dynamic and evolving 

phenomenon on a global scale. The three themes that emerge in VOSviewer serve as the basis for 

the author to divide the discussion in this article into three main clusters: (1) historical perspective, 

(2) islamism, and (3) cultural relations (figure 4). 

 

Figure 2. Co-occurance based on keywords (source: authors's elaboration using VOSviewer) 
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3.1. Historical Perspective Cluster 

The synthesized analysis demonstrates the diverse perspectives and research foci within 

the realm of modern Islamic culture. Each study contributes unique insights, ranging from 

heritage preservation challenges to historical and intellectual dialogues, scientific contributions, 

colonial legacies, and spiritual contestation (Table 2). Collectively, these studies highlight the 

multifaceted nature of modern Islamic culture and underscore the importance of interdisciplinary 

approaches in understanding its complexities. Expanding the analysis further reveals the 

interdisciplinary nature of the studies and the broader implications they hold for understanding 

modern Islamic culture: 

Concerning cultural preservation and heritage management, Trinidad Rico's study delves 

into the complexities of heritage preservation (Rico, 2020)⁠t, emphasizing the need for a nuanced 

understanding of abandonment discourse. This intersects with Gallop's investigation into the 

colonial legacies' impact on Qur’an manuscript collecting, showcasing how historical narratives 

shape cultural preservation efforts (Gallop, 2022)⁠. Ferruh Kahraman's exploration of prophets' 

contributions to cultural, scientific, and technological development (Kahraman, 2020)⁠ intersects 

with Razak Khan's examination of intellectual dialogues between minority communities (Khan, 

2022)⁠. Both studies highlight the intersection of religion, intellectual history, and societal 

development. Christine Marrewa-Karwoski's analysis of premodern Hindustani voices and 

spiritual contestation (Marrewa-Karwoski, 2023)⁠ intersects with Khan's study on minority 

entanglements in colonial India. These studies provide insights into social dynamics, minority 

identities, and political implications within the broader context of Islamic culture. 

The studies collectively emphasize the rich cultural diversity within modern Islamic 

societies, spanning regions such as Qatar, Germany, India, and the Philippines. They underscore 

the importance of acknowledging and preserving this diversity to foster cultural understanding 

and cohesion. By exploring historical narratives, intellectual dialogues, and scientific 

contributions, the studies highlight the continuity and evolution of Islamic culture over time. They 

provide valuable insights into how historical legacies shape contemporary societies and inform 

future trajectories. 

Oyosoro's analysis of Islamic scientific thoughts on warfare (Oyosoro, 2023)⁠ offer practical 

implications for policymakers and community leaders. They underscore the importance of 

community engagement, interdisciplinary collaboration, and inclusive approaches in addressing 

contemporary issues facing Islamic societies. 

The studies prompt further research into cross-cultural exchanges, comparative analyses, 

and transnational connections within modern Islamic culture. Future studies could explore 

intersections between different cultural, religious, and intellectual traditions to foster greater 

dialogue and understanding. There is a need for research that addresses contemporary challenges 

facing Islamic communities, such as social justice, religious freedom, and cultural preservation in 

the face of globalization and modernization. Future studies could explore innovative approaches 

to address these challenges while respecting diverse cultural and religious perspectives. 

In conclusion, the analyzed studies offer valuable insights into the multifaceted nature of 

modern Islamic culture, highlighting its interdisciplinary, global, and dynamic character. By 

engaging with diverse perspectives and exploring historical continuities and contemporary 

challenges, these studies contribute to a richer understanding of Islamic societies and their 

interactions with the broader world. 
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3.2. Cultural Relation Cluster 

The Cultural Relation Cluster articles offer a multifaceted exploration of modern Islamic 

culture, revealing its dynamic interplay with historical legacies, societal norms, and global 

influences. Through a synthesis and analysis of these articles, several key themes emerge. Despite 

historical and religious contexts, cultural practices persist and adapt to contemporary challenges. 

This is evident in studies by Al Ansari et al. (Al Ansari et al., 2021)⁠ and Kamelnia & Hanachi 

(Kamelnia & Hanachi, 2022)⁠, which highlight the resilience of cultural traditions amidst 

globalization and societal transformations. 

R’boul (2021) advocates for intercultural empathy and multicultural education (R’boul, 

2021)⁠, emphasizing the importance of understanding and dialogue between different faiths. This 

aligns with Budjaj et al. (2021), who explore the rich diversity of ethnozoological practices, 

showcasing the cultural capital within society in Morocco (Budjaj et al., 2021)⁠. Mohammadi & 

Durnova (Mohammadi & Durnova, 2021)⁠ and Bayatrizi (Bayatrizi, 2023)⁠ examine the influence 

of cultural contexts on policy frameworks and social actions. They demonstrate how cultural 

concepts like "civil sexuality" in Iran and insurance practices undergo adaptation to align with 

societal norms and religious values. 

Mielusel (Mielusel, 2022)⁠ and Samalavičius (Samalavičius, 2022)⁠ explore the intersection 

of art, culture, and identity, challenging and reshaping public perceptions of Islam. Through 

artistic representations, they foster cultural understanding and appreciation, contributing to cross-

cultural dialogue. Sokolov (Sokolov, 2022)⁠ and Valaitė & Berniūnas (Valaitė & Berniūnas, 2024)⁠ 

analyze the enduring legacy of historical figures and the integration of Western and Islamic 

notions in contemporary discourse concerning mental health, which is related with majnun 

concept in Arab World. They illustrate how globalization shapes societal attitudes and behaviors, 

influencing cultural practices and societal structures. 

Studies by Nik Mat et al. (Nik Mat et al., 2023)⁠ and Rakhmani (Rakhmani, 2024)⁠ explore 

the complex interplay between religious principles and societal norms, particularly regarding 

gender roles and halal practices. They highlight the adaptive nature of religious interpretations, 

reflecting broader shifts in societal values. Slyusar et al. (Slyusar et al., 2024)⁠ provide insights 

into communication strategies within diverse cultural contexts, emphasizing the importance of 

aligning messaging with cultural sensitivities. They underscore the need for effective 

communication in navigating cultural differences and reaching diverse audiences. 

Although many non-Muslims perceive Muslims as synonymous with radicalism and 

hostility towards non-Muslims, Slyusar's research reveals that Muslims in Ukraine also contribute 

to various humanitarian activities and have been utilizing various modern media in their 

endeavors. In summary, these articles collectively illuminate the multifaceted nature of modern 

Islamic culture, characterized by resilience, adaptation, and cross-cultural dialogue. They offer 

valuable insights into cultural preservation, education, policy-making, artistic expression, and 

societal dynamics in an increasingly interconnected world. 
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3.3. Islamism Cluster 

The articles within the Islamism Cluster offer diverse perspectives and nuanced analyses 

on various dimensions of contemporary Islamic thought and practice. Ezzat's (Ezzat, 2020)⁠ 

examination delves into the complex relationship between modern legal systems and Islamic 

jurisprudence in Egypt, challenging common narratives of secularization by highlighting the 

enduring influence of Sharia within the country's legal framework. Ben Hammed's (Ben Hammed, 

2021)⁠ study explores contrasting viewpoints on Sufism among Moroccan intellectuals, revealing 

differing interpretations regarding its compatibility with modernity and its potential for ethical 

reform within Arabic Islamic culture. Jeshvaghani's (Jeshvaghani, 2021)⁠ critique of Iran's 

approach to integrating human sciences underscores the importance of embracing diverse 

epistemologies to enrich academic discourse and foster a more inclusive intellectual environment. 

Pool's (Pool, 2021)⁠ research sheds light on the grassroots dynamics of Islamic reformism 

in rural India, revealing its role in addressing socio-economic challenges and navigating tensions 

between traditional and modern values. Ayoub's (Ayoub, 2022)⁠ examination of legal 

categorization in Egypt provides insights into the evolving nature of Islamic jurisprudence, 

particularly in relation to the delineation of religious authority and state governance. Hatina's 

(Hatina, 2022)⁠ comprehensive analysis of Taha's intellectual legacy highlights his advocacy for a 

progressive interpretation of Islam rooted in liberal values, which has shaped contemporary 

discourses on democracy and religious reform. 

Masigol et al. (Masigol et al., 2022)⁠ challenge preconceptions about religious resistance to 

scientific inquiry by presenting empirical evidence of Iran's receptivity to evolutionary theory, 

illustrating the compatibility between Islamic beliefs and contemporary scientific knowledge. 

Gustafson's (Gustafson, 2023)⁠ exploration of ideological tensions within the Islamic Republic of 

Iran traces the historical evolution of Islamist principles amidst competing narratives of revolution 

and governance. Alam's (Alam, 2023)⁠ investigation into Maulana Azad's theological writings 

offers insights into his engagement with nationalist movements, shaping modern Muslim identity 

in South Asia. Lastly, Aidulsyah's (Aidulsyah, 2023)⁠ study of urban Salafism among Indonesian 

youth provides valuable insights into the socio-cultural dimensions of religious identity in 

contemporary urban settings, demonstrating the fluidity of religious identities in the digital age. 

Together, these analyses contribute to a deeper understanding of the complex interplay between 

tradition and modernity within contemporary Islamic thought and practice, reflecting the diversity 

of perspectives and experiences within Muslim communities worldwide. 

 

3.4. Discussion 

Previous research on Islamic modern culture has explored various facets of the intersection 

between Islamic tradition and contemporary influences (Farkhani et al., 2021)⁠. Scholars have 

investigated topics such as the evolution of Islamic jurisprudence in modern legal systems, the 

role of Sufism in shaping ethical reform and philosophical perspectives, and the dynamics of 

religious identity in multicultural societies. Studies like Ezzat's (Ezzat, 2020)⁠ have examined the 

adaptation of Islamic law within modern legal frameworks, highlighting the enduring influence 

of Sharia in countries like Egypt. This research challenges narratives of secularization and 

emphasizes the continued relevance of Islamic principles in governance and jurisprudence. 

Similarly, Ben Hammed's (Ben Hammed, 2021)⁠ work delves into the philosophical 

perspectives of Moroccan intellectuals on Sufism, showcasing contrasting views on its 
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compatibility with modernity and its potential for ethical reform within Arabic Islamic culture. 

This research underscores the complexities of navigating tradition and modernity within Islamic 

thought. Jeshvaghani's (Jeshvaghani, 2021)⁠ critique of Iran's approach to integrating human 

sciences sheds light on the need for diverse epistemologies in academic discourse. By highlighting 

the dominance of scientific empiricism and positivism in Iran's intellectual landscape, this 

research calls attention to the importance of embracing alternative perspectives to enrich scholarly 

inquiry. 

Other studies, such as Pool's (Pool, 2021)⁠ examination of Islamic reformism in rural India, 

offer insights into grassroots movements that address socio-economic challenges while navigating 

tensions between traditional values and modernity. These researches illuminate the diverse ways 

in which Islamic communities engage with contemporary issues and adapt to changing social 

realities. Additionally, researches like Aidulsyah's (Aidulsyah, 2023)⁠ exploration of urban 

Salafism among Indonesian youth provide insights into the socio-cultural dimensions of religious 

identity in modern urban settings. By examining the blending of pop culture with religious 

discourse, this study highlights the fluidity of religious identities and the role of digital media in 

shaping religious narratives. 

Overall, previous research on Islamic modern culture reflects a rich tapestry of scholarly 

inquiry into the complexities of religious identity, tradition, and adaptation in an increasingly 

globalized world. These studies contribute to a deeper understanding of the dynamic interplay 

between Islamic tradition and contemporary influences, offering valuable insights into the diverse 

expressions of Islamic culture in the modern era. The findings of this systematic literature review 

shed light on various dimensions of modern Islamic culture within the global context. The 

synthesis of research articles reveals several key themes and trends: 

1. Diverse Perspectives on Islamic Tradition: The review highlights the plurality of 

perspectives within Islamic discourse, reflecting diverse interpretations and 

engagements with tradition. Scholars have examined the intersections of Islamic 

principles with contemporary issues such as governance, ethics, and social reform, 

showcasing the dynamic nature of Islamic thought in response to evolving societal 

challenges. 

2. Adaptation to Modernity: Many studies explore how Islamic communities navigate 

the complexities of modernity while maintaining cultural and religious identity. 

Research has documented the ways in which Islamic traditions interact with 

globalization, technological advancements, and socio-economic changes, 

illustrating processes of adaptation, negotiation, and resistance within diverse 

cultural contexts. 

3. Ethical and Philosophical Inquiry: A significant portion of the literature review 

delves into ethical and philosophical dimensions of Islamic thought, particularly 

concerning questions of morality, rationality, and cultural heritage. Scholars 

investigate how Islamic ethics inform responses to contemporary issues such as 

social justice, environmental sustainability, and human rights, highlighting the 

relevance of Islamic tradition in addressing pressing global challenges. 
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4. Cultural and Social Dynamics: Studies examine the role of culture and society in 

shaping expressions of Islamic identity and practice. Research investigates 

phenomena such as Islamic art, architecture, literature, and popular culture, 

elucidating how these cultural forms both reflect and shape Muslim experiences in 

the modern world. Additionally, scholars explore social dynamics within Muslim 

communities, including issues related to gender, class, ethnicity, and migration. 

5. Global and Local Interactions: The review underscores the interconnection of 

global and local dynamics in shaping modern Islamic culture. Research illuminates 

how transnational networks, communities, and digital media platforms facilitate the 

circulation of Islamic ideas, practices, and identities across geographical 

boundaries. At the same time, studies emphasize the significance of local contexts 

and histories in influencing the diverse manifestations of Islamic culture worldwide. 

Overall, the systematic literature review offers a comprehensive overview of the 

multifaceted nature of modern Islamic culture in the global world. By synthesizing findings from 

diverse disciplinary perspectives, the review contributes to a nuanced understanding of the 

complexities, challenges, and opportunities inherent in the contemporary expressions of Islamic 

identity, belief, and practice.  

This systematic literature review offers a comprehensive examination of modern Islamic 

culture, shedding light on its multifaceted dimensions, dynamics, and implications in the global 

context. However, it is imperative to acknowledge several limitations inherent in this research 

endeavor. Firstly, the scope of the review may be constrained by the selection criteria employed 

to identify relevant literature. While efforts are made to be inclusive, certain perspectives or 

contributions may inadvertently be overlooked, potentially limiting the comprehensiveness of the 

analysis. 

Moreover, there exists a risk of publication bias, whereby the included studies may 

disproportionately represent specific viewpoints or scholarly traditions, thereby influencing the 

overall portrayal of modern Islamic culture. This bias can skew the synthesized evidence and 

compromise the objectivity of the findings. Additionally, variations in the quality and rigor of the 

included studies may pose challenges to the reliability and validity of the synthesized evidence. 

Divergent methodologies, theoretical frameworks, and analytical approaches across studies can 

further complicate the synthesis process, potentially leading to inconsistencies or contradictions 

in the findings. 

Furthermore, the contextual specificity of modern Islamic culture presents another 

limitation. The cultural, historical, political, and socio-economic contexts within which Islamic 

practices and beliefs manifest are diverse and dynamic, necessitating a nuanced understanding 

that may be challenging to capture comprehensively within the confines of a systematic literature 

review. Temporal constraints also warrant consideration, as the review may prioritize recent 

publications over historical perspectives due to practical limitations. While this approach ensures 

relevance to contemporary discourse, it may overlook valuable insights from earlier scholarship 

that remain pertinent to understanding the evolution of modern Islamic culture. 

Moreover, the interdisciplinary nature of the topic calls for integration of diverse theoretical 

perspectives and methodological approaches. However, limitations in disciplinary expertise or 
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familiarity with alternative paradigms may inadvertently influence the interpretation of findings, 

potentially introducing biases or oversights. Finally, the biases and assumptions of the researchers 

themselves represent a potential limitation. Despite efforts to maintain objectivity and 

impartiality, individual perspectives, experiences, and cultural backgrounds may shape the 

selection, interpretation, and synthesis of literature, underscoring the importance of reflexivity in 

the research process. 

In conclusion, while this systematic literature review offers valuable insights into modern 

Islamic culture, it is essential to recognize and address these limitations to ensure the integrity, 

validity, and relevance of the findings. Mitigating these limitations requires careful attention to 

methodological rigor, inclusivity in selection criteria, openness to diverse perspectives, and 

reflexivity in the research process. By doing so, researchers can enhance the robustness and 

credibility of future investigations into this complex and dynamic field of inquiry. 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, this systematic literature review offers a comprehensive exploration of 

modern Islamic culture, shedding light on its multifaceted nature and diverse manifestations 

across global contexts. Through an extensive synthesis of scholarly works, the review has 

elucidated various dimensions of contemporary Islamic societies, ranging from religious practices 

and socio-political movements to cultural expressions and intellectual discourses. 

The findings underscore the dynamic and adaptive nature of modern Islamic cultures, 

challenging simplistic narratives and revealing the richness of Muslim identities and experiences. 

From the analysis of legal debates to the examination of artistic productions, the review has 

provided valuable insights into the ways in which Islamic communities negotiate tradition and 

modernity, navigate cultural boundaries, and engage with diverse socio-cultural landscapes. 

However, it's important to acknowledge the limitations of this review. Firstly, the scope of 

the review may have been constrained by language barriers, geographical focus, and disciplinary 

biases, potentially leading to the omission of relevant literature. Additionally, the dynamic nature 

of modern Islamic culture means that the findings of this review may not capture the full breadth 

and depth of contemporary developments, as new trends and phenomena continue to emerge over 

time. 

For future research, it is suggested to conduct more interdisciplinary studies that bridge the 

gaps between different academic disciplines and perspectives. Additionally, researchers could 

explore underrepresented regions and communities within the Muslim world, offering more 

comprehensive insights into the diversity of Islamic cultures. Furthermore, longitudinal studies 

could provide valuable insights into the evolving nature of modern Islamic culture over time, 

capturing changes and continuities in response to shifting socio-political, economic, and 

technological contexts. 
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