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Gender and Power Relations in Aisha
Saeed’s Amal Unbound

Albi Fahri, Ida Rosida
Universitas Islam Negeri Syarif Hidayatullah Jakarta, Indonesia
Email: albi.fahri18@mbhs.uinjkt.ac.id, idarosida@uinjkt.ac.id

Abstract

This paper discusses the power relation and gender in the novel Amal Unbound by Aisha Saeed
(2018). This study focuses on the four main characters, Amal, Abu, Jawad, and Baji, in which Abu,
Amal ‘s father, has a relationship that puts her as a subordinate one as well as Jawad, who has the
power from his economic aspect. The restriction experienced by a female character, Amal, became
a gender issue regarding the oppression of women, which must be surrendered to certain power
circumstances. This research explores the power relations between female and male characters
and their effect on gender. This study uses a qualitative method and applies Michel Foucault's
theory of power relations and the concept of gender. The results show that Amal’s resistance is
echoed in the desire to destroy the power structure that put Jawad as the highest authority holder.
Amal prioritizes resistance to free her choice in her gender identity, and power relations are
obliged to change with the resistance. Power in this discourse installs itself and produces real
material effects, which social power structure and the prescribed gender norms also affect the
relationship between characters. Power relations exist as the main female character, Amal has a
certain relationship with the other main male characters and another female character. The power
comes from the relation then brings oppression toward women. Power is compiled, established,
and realized through certain knowledge and discourse. In addition, Amal’s appearance, which
represents her gender identity, also indicates resistance toward the oppression she experienced.
To conclude, subordination and oppression toward women are undeniable, as men are socially and
culturally designed to be powerful. Meanwhile, women are powerless.

Keywords: Foucault, Gender identity, Gender Oppression, Power Relation, Resistance

Introduction

Power and gender exist in every aspect of social life. Foucault argues that power is not
displayed from the outside and is not owned by an individual, class, or group, nor is it
centered on law, the economy, or the state. Understanding power relations and changing
them to make them more equitable is fundamental to making sense of the world. On the
other hand, subjective for everyday relationships, including economic exchange,
knowledge relations, sexual relations, etc. (Kiguwa 231). Therefore, power is essentially a
decentralized idea that is not only found in a vertical structure but can be found
horizontally. Free from any influence, power can also construct gender roles to regulate
human life in society.

Muslim English Literature

Copyright © 2023 Muslim English Literature -
Vol.2 No. 1, June 2023 DOI: https://doi.org/10.15408 /mel.v2i1.29294
|



https://doi.org/10.15408/mel.v2i1.29294
mailto:albi.fahri18@mhs.uinjkt.ac.id
mailto:idarosida@uinjkt.ac.id
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?TUm2We

Gender and Power Relations in Aisha Saeed’s Amal Unbound | 12

The idea of gender roles here is not just binary oppositions such as male and
female, man and woman, nature and culture. Butler, cited in Cinar, argued that gender
must be broadened by accepting deviations, forms, and views that do not fit into norms
(54). This has become the basis that gender is not a concept that was born naturally but
rather carried a pragmatic life constructed in society. Therefore, the only basis for identity
and gender is action. The appearance of gender identity can be seen from the words or
the attitude directed at us as well as the attitude. Power relations is one of the studies of
postmodernist criticism. Postmodernist thinkers integrate knowledge into human needs
to stop the theory of modernity that was previously considered to be established.
Postmodernism is a theory that seeks the relation between power and knowledge. Power
exists because knowledge forms and controls it, so to know is to have power. One of the
main thinkers who popularized this idea of relations in power was Michel Foucault, a
French philosopher. He has made a major conceptual breakthrough in thinking about
power as a distributed commodity in society concerning a disciplinary regime of self-
regulation and others (Rapaport 51). To understand power relations, researchers must
investigate the forms of resistance and the efforts to change these relationships (lkavalko
& Kantola 3). The dismantling of oppositions and the exposure of hidden hierarchies is one
of the main concepts and ideas in power relations.

Power relations appear in one’s society, and it also appears in literary texts such as
novels. In addition, the novel also functions as a medium for recording objects and
mimicry that is contained in the real world. The novel's author, Aisha Saeed, caught the
reader's attention regarding the discourse of power relations. She is an award-winning
Pakistani American Muslim writer, teacher, and attorney, and she was a New York Times
bestselling author of books for children and also selected as a Global Read Aloud for 2018
and was the winner of the South Asian book award. Amal Unbound tells about the
struggle of a child named Amal, a 12-year-old girl from a rural area in Pakistan, who is
'forced' to sell herself to be free from her father's debt enslavement. She had to live as an
underage slave servant to the landlord, so her dream of pursuing a teacher had to fail due
to dropping out of school. In this story, Amal also experiences various pressures and
obstacles to continue her interest in education. Still, the main character continues to look
for means of escape and be critical even though she comes from a lower social structure.

Contextually, the level of education, especially for women in Pakistan, is very low.
According to the 'Global Gender Gap Report 2021' published by the World Economic
Forum (WEF), Pakistan is ranked 153 out of 156 countries in the gender parity index
(Global Gender Gap Report 2021, n.d.). Pakistan ranks seventh among eight countries in
South Asia, only better than Afghanistan. Women in Pakistan are neglected in all walks of
life. The worlds of men and women are different regarding education, employment, and
health. This research indicates that women face discrimination in pursuing professional
degrees to hold high positions (Batool & Shaheen, 2013). This also shows that the power
relationship between educational institutions and Pakistani society is very strong, so
awareness of the importance of quality education is mandatory. The need for
understanding inclusive education plays an essential role in determining the quality of
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one's social life. One of the ways to make people aware and disrupt an unbalanced system
is to use literature as a reflection of our society so that people have more criticism of the
social structure.

There is great importance in the criticism and problems that Saeed brings to this
novel. How can a little girl be trapped in a culture that legitimizes the oppression of
women and resists all acts of power? With the character of Amal, Saeed wants to deliver
criticism towards gender issues in Pakistan. The urgency that is built from this novel about
education awareness and gender equality has prompted literary researchers to discuss it
more deeply. This happened because Amal is restricted in her desire to pursue her dreams
and get a proper primary education at her age. And more specifically, from this restriction,
a gender issue arises regarding the oppression of women, which must be surrendered to
certain power circumstances. This is the reason why the writer wants to investigate the
novel.

Amal Unbound talks about many issues, such as an imbalance in the education
system, feudalism, violence, and the marginalization of women. Presented from the point
of view of the main character Amal, Gender-based power relation becomes a critical
concept to understand for the substance of the novel in the author's criticism about the
relation between the existence of power and gender. The writer's main concern about this
novel is how the major characters subconsciously give each other a power related to the
main character Amal. And how the main character Amal realizes the state of her
oppressed gender and wants to do resistance from her oppression.

Scholars have discussed the previous research on Aisha Saeed. First, the research
was written by Patimah et al (2021). The research findings indicate that Amal's character
experiences various manifestations of gender discrimination, such as marginalization,
violence, stereotypes, and subordination (Patimah et al., 2021). The second research was
written by Asif et al. (2021). Using comparative analysis, the authors redefine and
reconceptualize women's status, explaining their strengths and granting them subject
status. In their findings, Asif et al. argues that there have been many attempts to undo the
patriarchal male coercion and explore the conscious and unconscious reasons for the
objectification of women (Asif et al., 2021). These are studies that have similar objects.
However, no research has comprehensively discussed power relations based on gender in
this corpus. Therefore, this paper focuses on Gender-Based Power Relations in Aisha
Saeed’s Amal Unbound. This study poses one primary research question: How were the
gender-based power relations shaped between Amal and the other characters in Amal
Unbound?

Method

This study focuses on the four main characters, Amal (female), Abu, Jawad, and Baji (male)
as they are presented in the novel Amal Unbound by Aisha Saeed (2018). The restriction
experienced by a female character, Amal, became a gender issue regarding the oppression
of women, which must be surrendered to certain power circumstances. This research
explores the power relations between female and male characters and their effect on
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their gender. The study uses qualitative and applies Michel Foucault's theory of power
relation and the concept of gender. To analyze the data, this research describes power
relations based on Foucault’s view of power on text data and then identifies the gender
features in five characteristics of power. Then, find the relationship between power and
gender by using Butler’s concept of gender to investigate any discrimination experienced
by the main female character, Amal. Next, examine Amal consciousness about
discrimination and her efforts trying to resist it. In the end, the researcher concluded by
building a link between the texts and character implications from data that has been
analyzed.

Results and Discussions

The notion of power, according to Foucault, is completely different from the general
understanding that society has understood so far. In general, power is accepted and
discussed as the power or influence a person or institution possesses to impose his will on
other parties. In this context, power is defined as repressive and sometimes even
oppressive. There is dominance between the subject and the object of power (Syafiuddin
151).

Power is channeled through social relations that produce forms of categorization as
a controller of behavior such as good and bad, and so on. Then Foucault put forward five
strategic power models: “First, power is not a metaphysical property possessed by
individuals but rather exists only in and through its exercise. Second, power is found not
only in the sovereign or the state but also spread throughout the social body; hence, when
we study power, we should focus on the points where it becomes “capillary”. Third, power
comes from below, which is to say that it is generated in the myriad mobile force relations
that are spread throughout the social body. Fourth, power relations are “intentional and
non-subjective” By intentional, Foucault means that power relations have a point or an
aim, that they are directed toward a certain end; by non-subjective, he means that they
are neither possessed nor controlled by individual subjects. Thus, rather than attempting
to discern the intentions of the one who ‘has’ power, an attempt that would lead us “into
a labyrinth from which there is no way out,” we should investigate “the multiple
peripheral bodies, the bodies that are constituted as subjects by power- effects”. Fifth,
and finally, “where there is power, there is resistance”, and resistance is always internal to
power relations (Allen 183).

Gender is first and foremost about sexual differences; then it becomes a social
phenomenon about norms, positions, rights, and responsibilities between men and
women. Gender is a social construction that has become naturalized in our society. In
comparison, gender comes from a social construction that has been assimilated into
society. Discussing position within a society is always talking about power. The social
power structure and the prescribed gender norms play an important role in understanding
gender-based power relations (Maji 2).
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Domestic Power Concerning Abu

Abu is a father of five children and a farmer from Nabay Chak who works on his own
family's land. Abu is shown as a hard-working and firm person towards Amal as the first
child. The relationship between Amal and her father plays a crucial role in the initial
construction of her gender identity. A father-son relationship is most common when the
father acts as a protector, and the child is powerless. Nevertheless, Abu/Malik illustrates
the power imbalances in his environment when he faced Jawad as the highest power
holder in his territory. This contradicts his firm nature and portrays a strong father ready
to defend his child because he was hopeless and gave up his eldest daughter to become
the slave of the Jawad family.

Looking at the relationship with Amal, Abu's position in terms of power still shows
that he is a father who decides what is best for his daughter. Understanding violence
against women from a patriarchal perspective is considered most effective when "coercive
control" is used. Coercive control is a multi-faceted form of oppression rooted in
patriarchal social structures and meant to harm women's autonomy, dignity, and equality
while establishing a hierarchy of male dominance (Mondal & Paul 2).

“But in any case, remember, you have already learned a lot. More than many of the
neighborhood girls. You can read and write. What more do you need to know?” (Saeed 34).

In the novel quoted above, the writer confirms Foucault's view of the
subjectivization of power. In this notion, there is a similar tendency to subject it to
specificity to the point where the prohibition is accepted, the point where people say yes
or no to power (Foucault 182). In the data, Amal faces a situation where Abu gives power
subjectivization about his understanding of gender construction. Looking at the setting of
the place in the novel, it is explained that there are no women with an education level
equal to or even higher than men, which has become a matter of discipline and
normalization.

“But did it have to be this way? If | were a boy, would | be staying home to fold laundry and
iron clothes? If | were a son, would he so casually tell me to forget my dreams?” (Saeed 43).

The sovereignty over the power possessed by Abu, made Amal conscious of the
gender roles that occur in her family environment. The data excerpt above shows that the
change in Amal's character initially started with a great ambition to continue learning until
she became pessimistic about power. Amal thought being a woman would be useless, so
she experienced double standards in her gender roles. Due to patriarchal social structures,
young girls are often denied educational and economic opportunities. Parents typically
marry off their daughters at a young age to reduce the economic burden on the family. In
traditional marriage, women's responsibilities have been to produce children to extend
the family lineage, raise them, cook food, and perform other domestic duties (Mondal &
Paul 4). As a result of gender-based sexism and cultural attitudes acquired through
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differential socialization and day-to-day life experiences, we see a racialized division of
domestic labor. This means stereotyped roles and psychological characteristics are
attributed to men and women and become a part of who they are, leading to aggression
and mistreatment of those individuals (Ajayi et al., 3). The presuppositions "if | were a
boy" and "if | were a son" indicate that Amal is having problems with self-identity as a
woman who feels wrong about her body's gender role. This undoubtedly contributes to
shaping Amal's ideology and viewpoint into her domestic role for her family. She
inevitably has to sacrifice her ideals because, as a female character in the novel, she
cannot avoid acknowledging the power of men, who, in this case, is her father.

“I thought of my father, who had no time for my dreams. My little sisters and their endless
demands. Suddenly | felt tired. Tired of feeling powerless. Tired of denying my own needs
because someone else needed something more” (Saeed 50).

The data above is proof of Amal's relationship with her family. In the previous data,
Amal has been pessimistic with all the circumstances she has experienced until she
realizes that she is powerless. To resist this power, Amal must liberate herself of the
limitations imposed on her family by normalizing identity categories. The reason is that
Amal is subject to disciplinary practices and tied to her identity; therefore, Amal should
refuse to accept who she is (Raoufzadeh et al., 169). As a result of this incident, Amal's
identity within his family became restricted. Amal's gender identity follows patriarchal
ideology. As such, she was raised in a demanding family, making her feel exhausted and
powerless.

Patriarchal values determine the subordinate position of Women in Pakistani
society. Women are controlled by patriarchy through institutionalized strict codes of
behavior, segregation by gender, and the ideology that family honor is associated with
feminine virtue. As a result of the patriarchal culture in Pakistan, Amal's character
experiences various restrictions in her family because of the relationship between Abu
and Amal. As cultural practices, these practices are amoral, abnormal, and harmful
practices that preserve the subjugation of women. In addition, this culture harms Abu as a
male character. Even though men hold the highest power, he cannot use that power
socially.

Power through Discourse in Relation with Jawad

Jawad Sahib, in this novel, is portrayed as an antagonist character. The relationship with
Amal becomes the difference in power between the two because Jawad's background as a
landlord family with a lot of money gave him the power to oppress anyone he didn't like.
With Jawad's power, Amal faced a lot of oppression while working with him. Previously in
the narrative, Amal had to work with Jawad until all his father's debts were paid off. In the
novel, the dominance of the Jawad character is shown through the relationship between
him and Amal. In this case, Amal appears inferior in power and unable to fight for her
rights. As a result of social construction and patriarchal culture, women, in general, are
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viewed as subordinate (Rosida & Soraya 14). The data below shows some analysis
concerning Amal with Jawad.

“Enjoying it here so far? Jawad Sahib continued. | couldn’t move, rooted by his gaze”
(Saeed 79). A woman who has experienced direct expression of rage, aggression, and
anger in terms of violence is highly likely to suppress and mask her emotions. Therefore,
masking is usually triggered by the fear of outbursts (Maji 5). In the quote above, Amal is
under pressure because he is under Jawad's power. After her father’s debt to Jawad, Amal
had to submit to all the discourses that Jawad gave. This also indicates that Jawad
performs the male gaze. The male gaze refers to portraying women and the world from a
male perspective, who takes on the role of a sexual object for the male viewer's pleasure
(Piechucka 74). Although in the context of Amal, it is not a sexual object, Jawad views it as
a pleasure of his power over Amal's autonomy. She has to suppress and mask her
emotions even though the traits that Amal has in her want to do resistance. She does this
to save herself from causing new problems while simultaneously realizing that her lives
are under male domination.

Moreover, the gendered modernity/tradition binary has implications for the
representation of modern gender, as it is used to identify marginal oppression and
exclude marginalized people from participation (Wade, 2009). Oppression is a powerful
phenomenon in which relations between people and between groups are experienced in
the form of domination and subordination, superiority and inferiority (Davis 222). The
main to this phenomenon is control. Those with control have power, while those without
power have no control. Power presupposes political, economic, and social hierarchies,
structured relationships of groups of people, and systems or regimes of power. This
system, the existing power structure, includes thousands of ways in which some groups
and individuals utilize control over others.

... I'd promised myself | wouldn’t cry in front of him, but my body betrayed me. Hot salty
tears slipped down my face. | looked down and stood still. | did my best not to move. | stood
still until he was satisfied. Until he walked away (Saeed 82-83).

Amal was suppressed to the point that her physical state betrayed her intellectual
understanding because she failed to resist all types of power. The phenomenon of the
social body is not the influence of a consensus but the influence of the manifestation of
power operating on individual bodies (Foucault 174). Foucault's statement is directly
proportional to the findings in the data above. When dealing with Jawad, Amal
experiences the manifestation of power, not only through speech but also affects the
body. This can be seen from inside Amal, who burst into tears because she could not
withstand the influence of power from Jawad. In his treatment of Amal, he displayed the
power he had over him, demonstrating that he held absolute power. The degrading way in
which Amal was treated became a manifestation of the power he wielded over her. From
this event, the power relation can also be seen that Amal has accepted herself as her
servant and Jawad as her master.
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“Your obligations are to me now.” He grabbed the phone from me.
“The more you learn how to leave your backward ways behind, the easier things will be for
you. Your days of being an idle farm girl are over” (Saeed 85-86).

It is known that knowledge plays a role in determining social and political control,
and if it is patriarchal, women's knowledge can also serve as an oppressive barrier.
Jawad's subjective knowledge of Amal's role in his family made him a dominant power.
Even though Amal is not an “idle farm girl", the gender stereotypes by Jawad's knowledge
indicate that a strongly patriarchal culture has been created in his environment. The fact
that Amal becomes Jawad's obligation helps explain how he can control the power in an
individual's body by creating a barrier around her. Even though Amal works hard and
studies diligently, the patriarchal domination behavior makes women oppressed in this
novel.

From Jawad's domination, Amal realized she was in the same situation as in her
domestic environment. In contrast to Abu who forbade Amal to achieve his dreams, Jawad
emphasizes subconsciously that he is an absolute discipline giver that no one can deny.
Therefore, women in this novel suffer harm, oppression, and subordination; their
consciousness has changed to see oppression for what it was, and to see it for what it was,
and that it is not inescapable or natural (Enyew & Mihrete 59). From this, Amal sees that
suffering from being a woman is normalized, and the cycle of violence will always repeat
itself.

In the novel, Amal is in a prison situation even though he lives in Khan's estate
(Saeed 98). This imprisonment has become Foucault's concept of the panopticon, a
cylindrical prison concept. And at the center of the cylinder, there was a tower with a
window with a one-way glass facing the inside so that they all felt watched. In short,
Jawad made the punishment system more effective than punishing her in a dark room
that provided some protection against her (Foucault 192). Throughout his discussion of
the Panopticon, Foucault defined discipline as "a type of power, a modality through which
it is exercised, including a whole set of instruments, methods, procedures, levels of
application, and targets; it is the physics' or the 'anatomy' of power" (Ishii 4). The
panopticon allegory in this novel makes Khan's estate a prison and Jawad a monitor of all
activities in his house. Although physically Khan's estate is a luxurious house, Amal still
views it as a prison where there is no freedom there.

Power can retreat to reorganize its strength, invest itself elsewhere, and so on..,,
thus, the battle between Amal and Jawad continues (Foucault 75). While Jawad views
Amal subordinately, the data quoted in “...I can write. | can read. | know math as well.” He
studied me for a moment. “Full of surprises, aren’t you?” (Saeed 112-113). This indicates
that power is not exclusively about oppressors and oppressed. Knowledge can also
contribute to power development, so the relationship between the two characters
induces knowledge discourse. We accept power as more than a negative agency with
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repressive functions because it shapes knowledge and produces discourse rather than just
saying no. (Foucault 155).

Gender and Power Concerning Baji

The writer finds the relationship data between the characters of Amal and Nasreen Baji;
she is Jawad’s mother, who becomes Amal’s boss. The relationship between the two is
that they are of the same gender but differ in conscious power. Amal is a form of
resistance, while Baji's character is described as someone who submits to power by
marrying Khan Sahib. They both know that men dominate, but Baji has a strategy for
power, as the spouse of Khan Sahib, the oppressor. Although they both grew up in the
same neighborhood, Amal has a role of power and resistance to the oppression of
marginalized women. Throughout the Rights of Women, Wollstonecraft argues that
women have victimized themselves as well as women by trivializing women's intellectual
abilities and marginalizing their reasoning abilities (Bhusal 54).

Gender, according to Butler, is not at all tied to the facts of the material body but is
solely and completely a social construction. This fiction is, therefore, open to all changes
and contestations. She has also argued about constructing gender “Because there is no
'substance’ expressed or manifested by gender or objective ideals that gender aspires to;
because gender is not a fact, acts of gender create ideas about gender, and without that
action, there would be no gender at all. Gender, as such, is a social construct that regularly
keeps its origins secret". Stereotypes and gender roles represent more than just the
expression of biological build upon sex differences and more than the involuntary or
random division of qualities and behaviors by society into "feminine" and "masculine."
Gender is an expression of cultural values, a social construct that helps regulate behavior
and maintain the power structure of society. As gender is socially constructed, there is
room for change in the way it is defined (Lips 14).

Baji reinforces her repression because knowledge is biased. Everything has to do
with oppression; as a result, Baji has the power to change that. Women have supported
patriarchal ideas out of an unintentional need and sometimes for their benefit. One of the
examples above shows that Baji gave himself up to oppression so that his family could
prosper, with Khan paying for Baji's nephew's education fund (Saeed 90). Baji's strategy
was simply that there was no better choice than to marry a wealthy landlord. When the
husband's economic status is significantly higher than that of his wife, hypergamy occurs.
There is a high incidence of hypergamy in almost all patriarchal societies (Roychowdhury
& Dhamija 1). Baji's hypergamy causes the women in the novel to not have many choices
to determine their destiny, so there is no profit between Baji and Amal.

The discourses of Foucault represent change and variety in knowledge and truth
definitions as they occur historically, socially, and institutionally (lkdvalko & Brunila 3—4).
Amal thought that the truths that made her not free were also experienced by Baji and
almost all the female characters she met. Changes in knowledge and power that occurred
in Amal made her aware of the conditions of the social construction of gender, allowing
her to see all forms of oppression experienced by female characters in this novel.
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According to Foucault, knowledge is not a vague expression of power relations, but
knowledge is in the power relations themselves (Syafiuddin 152). Power produces
knowledge, and not only because knowledge is useful for power. There is no knowledge
without power, and vice versa. There is no power without knowledge. Foucault's concept
brings consequences. Finding power requires research on the production of knowledge
that underlies power. Because every power is compiled, established, and realized through
certain knowledge and discourse. These discourses produce certain truths and knowledge,
which have a powerful effect.

Amal and Baji's ideology historically sees how the effects of truth are produced
through discourse that cannot be said to be true or false (Foucault 154). After Amal
struggles with Jawad to imprison him, but on the other hand she feels guilty because
Jawad is Baji's son (Saeed 216-217). The relationship between Amal and Baji in this story
describes a truth that is considered a paradox because the fact is produced through
discourse that cannot be said to be true or false. Morally, Amal certainly wants to resist
the Sahib family's oppression. But on the other hand, Baji, as a superior and in the same
gender relationship, experiences oppression by Amal against his son, Jawad.

In the relationship between the characters, a conclusion can be stated that each
character fosters power in Amal until she finally fights with resistance. Throughout this
analysis, resistance is echoed in the desire to destroy the power structure — Jawad as the
highest authority holder — by providing Amal with the knowledge she previously withheld.
This knowledge includes the sovereignty power in Abu, the concept of the panopticon
prison that Amal felt in the Khan estate, to the allegory of the bird cage experienced by
Baji.

Gender issues play an essential role in analyzing power in this novel as Amal gets the
influence of power from male characters. The female characters in this novel are
marginalized and have no choice but to have their freedom. She has a point or an aim to
use her knowledge as a carrier of the truth for all the gender inequalities she experienced.
Amal prioritizes resistance to free her choice in her gender identity, and power relations
are obliged to change with the resistance. This relationship resulted in a discourse based
on oppression, power, and resistance so that Amal as the main character, took the final
action by using her power to arrest the corrupt figures of Jawad and Sahib.

Conclusion

Gender-based power relation in this novel presents how power installs itself and produces
real material effects. This is manifested through characterizations in the novel, where
each character has power and produces real material impact on the relationship with each
other. The results can be in the form of goodness (Amal with the spirit of teaching) but can
also lead to evil and violence (Jawad's discriminatory attitude and physical violence). The
social power structure and the prescribed gender norms also affect how the characters
relate to each other. Seeing Amal's relationship with her father is one example of why
gender norms, which marginalize women, create patriarchal power structures that harm
many women. One way to fight this norm is with gender identity because the only basis
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for identity and gender is in action. Action makes Amal resist any imbalance of gender
roles in this story. To conclude, the relationship between men and women has shaped
gender-based power relation as the social construction have given roles and rules to both
sexes and designed attributes for them. As a result, subordination and oppression toward
women are undeniable, as men are seemingly designed to be powerful meanwhile women
are powerless.
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