
Abstract

This study investigates the influence of tennis on the social 
mobility of an African-American family and how it shapes 
their pursuit of the American Dream. Employing qualitative 
research methods, this study utilizes elements of mise-
en-scène in film analysis and social mobility theory to 
comprehensively explore how an African-American family 
uses tennis as a means to achieve their American Dream. 
The research reveals that Richard Williams’ journey as a 
Black man determined to guide his daughters, Venus and 
Serena, to become world tennis champions, challenged deep-
rooted racial barriers within American society. Furthermore, 
motivation, education, and achievement were significant 
factors influencing the upward social mobility of the 
Williams family. Despite not coming from a high social status 
background, the Williams family used tennis as a pathway 
to achieve their American Dream. This research argues that 
tennis broke societal boundaries and cemented the Williams 
family’s legacy as a living embodiment of the American 
Dream. Their story stands as a testament to the boundless 
possibilities that determination and resilience through 
sports can offer, even when confronted with significant racial 
challenges and social disparities.
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Abstrak

Penelitian ini membahas pengaruh tenis terhadap mobilitas 
sosial sebuah keluarga Afrika-Amerika dan bagaimana tenis 
tersebut membantu mereka dalam menggapai impian Amerika 
mereka. Dengan menggunakan metode penelitian kualitatif, 
penelitian ini mengkaji elemen-elemen mise-en-scène dalam 
menganalisa dan menggunakan teori mobilitas sosial untuk 
mengeksplorasi secara komprehensif bagaimana sebuah 
keluarga Afrika-Amerika menggunakan tenis sebagai sarana 
untuk mencapai Impian Amerika mereka. Hasil penelitian 
menunjukkan bahwa perjalanan Richard Williams sebagai 
seorang pria kulit hitam yang bertekad untuk membimbing 
putrinya; Venus dan Serena untuk menjadi juara tenis 
dunia, menghadapi hambatan rasial yang telah mengakar 
di masyarakat Amerika. Selain itu, motivasi, pendidikan, 
dan prestasi merupakan faktor penting yang mempengaruhi 
mobilitas sosial keluarga Williams. Meskipun tidak berasal 
dari latar belakang status sosial yang tinggi, keluarga Williams 
menggunakan tenis sebagai jalan untuk mencapai Impian 
Amerika mereka. Penelitian ini berargumen bahwa tenis 
mendobrak batas-batas sosial dan mengukuhkan warisan 
keluarga Williams sebagai perwujudan nyata dari Impian 
Amerika. Kisah mereka menjadi bukti atas kemungkinan tak 
terbatas yang dapat ditawarkan oleh tekad dan ketekunan 
melalui olahraga, bahkan ketika dihadapkan pada tantangan 
rasial dan kesenjangan sosial yang signifikan.

ملخص
لأسرة  الاجتماعي  الحراك  على  التنس  رياضة  تأثير  في  الدراسة  هذه  تبحث 

الحلم  لتحقيق  سعيهم  ذلك  يشكل  وكيف  أفريقية،  أصول  من  أمريكية 

عناصر  الدراسة  هذه  توظف  النوعي،  البحث  منهجية  باستخدام  الأمريكي. 

لاستكشاف  الاجتماعي  الحراك  ونظرية  الأفلام  تحليل  في  السينمائي  المشهد 

كوسيلة  للتنس  أفريقية  أصول  من  أمريكية  أسرة  استخدام  لكيفية  شامل 

كرجل  ويليامز  ريتشارد  رحلة  أن  الدراسة  الأمريكي.تكشف  حلمهم  لتحقيق 

ليصبحن بطلات عالميات  ابنتيه، فينوس وسيرينا،  توجيه  أسود مصمم على 

في التنس، قد تحدت الحواجز العنصرية المتجذرة في المجتمع الأمريكي. علاوة 

الحراك  أثرت على  الدافعية والتعليم والإنجاز عوامل مهمة  على ذلك، كانت 

الاجتماعي التصاعدي لعائلة ويليامز.على الرغم من عدم انحدارهم من خلفية 

ذات مكانة اجتماعية عالية، استخدمت عائلة ويليامز التنس كمسار لتحقيق 

المجتمعية  الحدود  كسر  التنس  بأن  الدراسة  هذه  تجادل  الأمريكي.  حلمهم 

للحلم الأمريكي. تقف قصتهم شاهدة  ورسخ إرث عائلة ويليامز كتجسيد حي 

على الإمكانيات اللامحدودة التي يمكن أن يقدمها التصميم والمرونة من خلال 

الرياضة، حتى عند مواجهة تحديات عنصرية كبيرة وتفاوتات اجتماعية.

Kata kunci:
Afrika-Amerika,
Impian Amerika,
King Richard,
Mobilitas Sosial,
Tenis

الكلمات الرئيسية:
الأمريكي من أصل أفريقي، 

الحلم الأمريكي،
،King Richard

الحراك الاجتماعي،
التنس
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INTRODUCTION

A considerable number of individuals residing in America share a common aspiration of 
achieving success, often defined as earning more money, amassing wealth, and elevating 
their social status. This pursuit is often referred to as the American Dream, a path to 
success that has become synonymous with the nation’s ethos. DeVitis and Rich (1996) 
argued that “the American dream itself is a set of values that guide Americans in their 
daily lives. It is rooted in the idea that every individual possesses the freedom and the 
right to pursue happiness and is built upon a foundation of principles like individual rights, 
freedom, democracy, and equality” (p.10). The American Dream encourages every person 
in America to pursue their success. 

Furthermore, Yuhan (2022) defined the American Dream as “that dream of a land in 
which life should be better and richer and fuller for everyone, with opportunity for each 
according to ability or achievement” (p.38). He emphasized the egalitarian aspect of the 
dream and its capacity to advance society as a whole. However, the way pursuit of success 
itself can happen in two answers: those who work hard gain success and are privileged with 
fame, power, money, and property, and the other ways those who fail are guilty of either 
insufficient effort or character deficiencies (DeVitis and Rich, 1996, p.12). In this regard, 
the pursuers of the American Dream must develop their skills to reach their dream because 
it would be a callous way to get through.

In the American Dream context, sports have consistently served as a rich tapestry of socio-
cultural practices, intricately interwoven with various facets of society. It is recognized as 
both a social institution and a cultural expression; sports derive much of their symbolic 
significance from the concept of the nation. Over two centuries, sports have evolved, 
gradually extending beyond national boundaries in material and symbolic dimensions 
(Rowe, 2017, p.524). However, the impact of sports on culture is multifaceted and it reflects 
and influences cultural values, acting as a dynamic mirror of societal norms. Sports offer 
arenas for social interaction, fostering a sense of identity and belonging among individuals 
and groups. A profound connection appears as people align themselves with specific sports 
teams or athletes, creating communities centered around shared interests. 

However, sports play a pivotal role in shaping individual and collective identities. Beyond 
personal pride, sports participation provides valuable socialization and interaction 
opportunities. Sports events become shared experiences where people converge, 
establishing connections and relationships based on their passion for a particular sport. It is 
deeply embedded in the fabric of society, contributing to well-being, fostering connections, 
and addressing social issues. As a dynamic force, sports continually shape and reflect the 
cultural landscape, illustrating their profound impact on individuals and communities.

Tennis is a widely popular sport enjoyed by people from all corners of the world. While the 
sport does not have inherent cultural ties, it has both been influenced by and has influenced 
various cultures in diverse ways. Furthermore, tennis has actively promoted inclusivity and 
diversity within the sport. It is an interesting case study regarding racial equality, especially 
in elite tennis circles in countries like France and the United States, where there have 
historically been relatively few non-white players (Maxwell, 2017). US has had a lot of the 
best players, among them are Venus Williams, and her sister Serena Williams, who are 
successful in the world of tennis. Interestingly, Venus Williams and Serena Williams are 
the first black African-American tennis players to win a grand. William’s sister is one of 
the Greatest of All Time in American Women’s tennis history, winning the tournament 122 
times in total (Tennis Companion, 2022).



20
LITTERATURA: Jurnal Bahasa dan Sastra Vol 3, No 1 (2024)
DOI: https://doi.org/10.15408/ltr.v3i1

Haekal Ramadhan, Akhmad Zakky
Tennis as Social Mobilization to Achieve...

The depiction of the Williams family’s efforts to enter the world of professional tennis 
and dominate world tennis tournaments is clearly depicted in King Richard, which was 
released in 2021. However, King Richard showed an initiative to increase participation 
among underrepresented communities and support players from diverse backgrounds, 
contributing to a more inclusive and multicultural environment within the tennis community. 
Its commitment to diversity resonates with the values of many cultures, further enhancing 
tennis’s cultural significance. Notably, US has become a significant producer of professional 
tennis players in this evolving landscape.

Moreover, tennis enjoyed growing popularity and became a favored sport among the 
bourgeoisie in the 16th century. It created the perception that tennis players belonged to 
the upper class. Tennis was one of the few sports that acted as a pathway for America’s 
highest social echelons; it represented more than just mastering groundstrokes and winning 
trophies (Zhai, 2018, p.70). Hence, in pursuing the American Dream, tennis became a 
measure of success. It is important to note that tennis was predominantly associated with 
white-collar professionals, including lawyers, doctors, and business executives, during that 
era.

Indeed, there is no doubt that the existence of Richard’s daughters is quite interesting to 
study, especially about how their dream as a successful tennis player with various obstacles 
was successfully passed and dreams come true. It has been said that they succeeded in 
being the answer to the challenges of black people. Parents encouraged their children to 
be upwardly mobile, and tennis was part of that, even with its frightening costs, as manners 
and values were an integral and particularly significant element of this community (Zhai, 
2018, p.70). 

On the other hand, Richard’s hard work in living his life was not always done for fame. The 
writers see that there is indeed a significant difference here from how white people play 
the majority of tennis. Richard has been thinking otherwise that his daughters can also 
be tennis stars, and he is living his American Dream. Besides that, Richard’s progression 
towards higher life prospects in social life gives an intriguing pattern that should be 
investigated further. Indeed, a society is a complex social structure made up of people who 
share common physical regions, interact with one another, and adhere to a set of shared 
norms, values, and cultural beliefs. The greater framework within which individuals live, 
engage, and create relationships with one another is referred to as society. 

THEORY AND METHOD

This study uses qualitative method with descriptive analysis by using dialogues and 
pictures as the data in order to investigate the breadth, depth, and complexities of human 
experiences, emotions, behaviors, and interactions (Creswell, 2007; Emzir, 2012). In order 
to analyze this film, the writers use Social Mobility theory by Pitirim Alexandrovich Sorokin. 
This theory can be used as an approach to see any transition of an individual or social 
object or value, anything that has been created or modified by human activity from one 
position to another social position (Grusky, 2019, p.7). Sorokin states that social mobility 
is "any transition of an individual or social object or value—anything that has been created 
or modified by human activity—from one social position to another" (1959, p.10). In this 
sense, Sorokin defines social mobility as a shift from one social position to another, both 
at the individual level and at a certain level of social status, whose value is produced or 
influenced by human actions through individual interactions with various groups. Sorokin 
(1959) argues that social mobility encompasses a sequence of shifts in lifestyle, employment 
prospects, income, and distinct social standing. It operates as a mechanism that incentivizes 
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individuals, primarily under the influence of various societal factors, motivating them to 
seek new roles that promise an improved standard of living. 

In this context, social mobility signifies movement within the social structure, characterized 
by patterns that impact individuals within a social group. Thus, when examining an 
individual's quest for a particular social status, it is essential to take into account the various 
factors that influence social mobility. Hence, the social mobility can be achieved, at least, by 
considering motivation (Jeon, 2020), education (Duncan & Blau, 1992), migration (Madrah, 
2023), industrialization and modernization (Lipset, 2018), and Achievement (Huang, 
2021). These factors become a kind of prerequisite that must be met when individuals are 
struggling to achieve a better position socially. Moreover, Sorokin (1959) categorized levels 
of mobility into two types; horizontal and vertical. In addition, Anwar (2023) adds two other 
types of mobility; intragenerational social mobility and intergenerational social mobility. 
Moreover, the concept of social mobility encompasses the pathways that individuals use to 
achieve or move between different social statuses. It is important to note that the methods 
individuals use to make changes in their social class vary widely. 

Since the corpus is film, the writers also use mise en scene to analyze various elements 
that utilize in the film scene. Barsam and Monahan (2016) stated mise en scène plays an 
important role in conveying a message to the audience through its elements such as design 
set, acting and blocking, shooting angle, costume design, lighting. Hereafter, it is not only 
important for conveying the message of the film maker's intention, but it also sets the tone 
and creates a certain atmosphere that affects the audience’s emotional response to the 
film.  

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

Navigating Race in a Divers America

Tennis, with its fast-paced rallies and exhilarating moments, not only captivates audiences 
on the court, but also leaves an indelible mark on the canvas of cinematic history. As Barsam 
and Monahan assert “society and culture influence the films, and vice versa, the films serve 
as primary sources for studying society” (2016, p.409). In this sense, the sporting form of 
tennis reflects not only its rich tradition, but also the evolving sociocultural landscape that 
frames it. From riveting sports dramas to moving stories of personal triumph, the sport of 
tennis has provided fertile ground for filmmakers to craft narratives that inspire, entertain 
and provoke thought. 

Richard Williams was born in Shreveport, Louisiana, in 1942, at a time when segregation 
and racial prejudice were deeply rooted in American society. The early years of his journey 
into the world of tennis were characterized by challenges and hardships. As Richard's line 
in the film says, "Where I grew up, in Louisiana, Seedy Grove. Tennis was not a game 
people played. We were too busy running from the Klan. But here it is. When I'm interested 
in a thing, I learn it “(Green and Smith, 2019, 00:01:04). In this context, "Klan" refers to an 
extremist organization called the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) that has a long history of promoting 
white supremacy, racism, and discrimination in the United States. The Klan is known for 
its violent tactics, including acts of terrorism, murder, and intimidation, with the goal of 
opposing civil rights for African Americans and other minority groups.

Furthermore, tennis has historically been a sport dominated by elites and white people. 
According to Robert Lake's work, "Routledge Handbook of Tennis: History, Culture, Politics" 
(2019), tennis originated in the 16th century in Britain. By the 18th century, it became 
known as lawn tennis, primarily among the British aristocracy. It was a sport exclusive to 
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the upper and upper-middle classes. Tennis found its way to the United States in the 19th 
century. The social framework of earlier lawn tennis events, particularly garden parties, 
was swiftly replicated in elite, members-only clubs with the same aim: to provide a setting 
that allowed geographical distance from the masses and interaction solely with individuals 
of equal social standing (Lake, 2019).

		      Picture.1 (00:01:04)		        Picture.2 (00:01:06)

RICHARD:	 “When I was your age, I used to have to fight every day. If it wasn't the Ku 
Klux Klan or police or the white boys from the next town. This world ain’t never had 
no respect for Richard Williams, but they gonna respect y’all. They gonna respect y’all” 
(Green and Smith, 2021).

In this Regard, the quoted scene and dialogue above is a statement of tennis racial issues, 
where Richard Williams is speaking to all his daughters in a car, especially for Venus and 
Serena Williams as the tennis athlete. Picture 1, the close-up angle and lighting that focuses 
on Richard's face aims to show the expression of courage that is channeled by him to his 
daughters. Picture 2, by using a wide angle, the film tries to portray that all of Richard's 
daughters in the car are serious and listening well to their father's words. These two scenes 
capture the essence of Richard Williams’ commitment to his daughters’ success and his 
unwavering belief in their potential to overcome systemic racial barriers in the world 
of tennis. "They gonna respect y'all" twice in the dialogue hints at the emphasis on the 
sacrifice and determination of a father who wants his daughters to achieve their dreams 
and be recognized by the rest of society. 

Moreover, racial issues against black tennis athletes are also shown when Venus and 
Serena get a sports sponsorship offer from an agent named Laird. He came to Richard as 
the guardian of his two children to discuss the cooperation between the sponsor and the 
athletes. However, Laird's attitude as a white man implicitly shows his superiority attitude 
towards Richard by considering himself more "incredible". As the scene follows:

Picture.3 (01:04:30 – 01:04:40)

RICHARD: “Why is it so incredible what we did?”
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LAIRD:	 “I’m sorry, -- I certainly did not mean any offense, Mr. Williams. I’m very 
sorry. I just meant with your background – “.

RICHARD: “My background? Of course what you mean is our race. (Laird is silent) That’s 
ok. We get it. Little black girl in an all-white sport, that’s why we picked tennis.” (Green 
and Smith, 2021).

The quoted scene from picture 3 above explains that Laird demeans Richard based on 
his race. The close-up camera capture focusing on Laird's character shows the director's 
intention to show the conflict he wants to convey in the film. The camera's focus shows 
Laird's sitting position pressed against the side of the chair, where Richard is focused 
on listening and not leaning on his chair. Richard's position, captured with his back to 
the camera angle, gives the impression that the audience is present with Richard at the 
meeting. In other words, the director wanted to give an authentic experience as someone 
who experienced racial prejudice through the point of view of Richard's character.

On the other hand, Richard’s characterization is portrayed as resilient and determined in 
the face of racial prejudice. Through Richard’s action, depicted by his focused listening 
and avoidance of leaning on the chair, suggests a sense of composure and dignity despite 
the disrespectful treatment (Boggs and Petrie, 2008, p.64). The phrase, "Little black girl 
in an all-white sport, that's why we picked tennis", is a powerful statement that captures 
Richard's criticism of Laird's racial bias. Richard asserts his presence in the tennis world, 
emphasizing his active participation and commitment, even as a minority. Thus, the scenes 
and dialogue above showcase Richard's unwavering determination to challenge racial 
prejudices and secure a place for himself and his family in the sport.

Similarly, as Djata points out, numerous comprehensive articles have examined the racist 
and sexist comments directed at Serena Williams following her victories, highlighting that 
these derogatory remarks often originate from individuals who exploit the anonymity 
provided by social media (2019, p. 392). On a different note, another glaring example of 
racism within tennis is the notion of "natural talent," frequently attributed to black athletes 
such as Gibson, the Australian Aboriginal Evonne Goolagong Cawley, Yannick Noah (of 
Cameroonian and French heritage), the American James Blake (whose heritage includes 
a black father and a white mother), and the Williams sisters (Djata, 2019, p. 394). In this 
sense, it is interwoven with the notion of "race logic" implying that if black individuals are 
perceived as physically superior to white individuals, then an implicit assumption exists 
that black individuals are intellectually inferior to their white counterparts.

Although overt racial discrimination in tennis tournaments has diminished in the professional 
landscape, these acts of racism continue in more subtle forms, such as the exclusion of 
black players from junior travel teams, the disproportionate focus by the media on white 
players, racial slurs directed at black players by fans at tournaments where such comments 
are often not heard, and incidents where security guards demand identification from black 
players while allowing their white counterparts to pass without the same scrutiny (Djata, 
2019, p. 397). 

Furthermore, King Richard’s film provides the exploration of how tennis can serve social 
mobility. Richard's strategic pattern in his plan emphasizes that tennis can provide social 
mobility to his family. "If you fail to plan, you plan to fail" (Green and Smith, 2021, 01:00:01) 
is a motto that Richard passed on to his daughters. The word "plan" in this quote implies 
a dream that Richard's family hopes for. In other words, Green infiltrates the idea of the 
American Dream through Richard's character who is very ambitious about his tennis plan. 
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As the film emphasizes in the following scene:

	         Picture.4 (00:26:00-00:26:30)		  Picture.5 (00:26:30-00:27:00)

RICHARD: “You all like these houses?”

SERENA: “Yes!”

VENUS	 :“That one looks like the White House“

RICHARD: “Which one is your favorite?”

VENUS	 : “I like that one”

SERENA: “If that was my house, I would put a pool in the front and a slide on the roof”

RICHARD: “Well that’s the one then. That’s the one. You’re gonna have any of these 
houses that you want. Beverly Hills. Hollywood Hills. Any of these hills, ‘cause you got 
a plan and you gon’ stick to it. When I was a little boy, my mom used to say: Son, the 
most strongest, most powerful, the most dangerous creature on this whole earth is a 
woman who know how to think. Ain’t nothing she can’t do. Y’all know how to think?”

VENUS AND SERENA: “Yes, Daddy!” (Green and Smith, 2021)

Based on the scene and dialogue above, Green emphasized the significance of Richard's 
"plan," suggesting it as a crucial factor in shaping her two daughters into world tennis 
champions. Picture 1 captures a moment where Venus and Serena, seated in the center 
of the frame, observe something intriguing from their car before their tennis practice with 
Richard. This composition serves to engage the audience's curiosity, prompting them to 
anticipate the unfolding of the next scene. In contrast, the Picture 2 unfolds with the sisters 
noticing an expansive house from inside the car. Venus, using the term "White House" 
to describe it, subtly conveys an image of opulence and exclusivity, drawing parallels 
to the prestigious American presidential residence. This choice of words adds a layer of 
sophistication to the visual narrative, hinting at the grandeur and elite status associated 
with the building.

On the other hand, when Venus and Serena express their feelings, such as "I like that 
one", or speculate about the house being theirs with comments, such as "If only it was 
my house," this reveals their aspiration to own a grand residence. These remarks hint 
at a longing for social status, underlining that Richard's family does not come from an 
elite background. The depiction of this scene also shows the characterization of Venus 
and Serena as dreamers, aspiring to own a beautiful house and raise the status of their 
family (Boggs and Petrie, 2008, p.65). Therefore, in response to his daughters' musings, 
Richard assures them they can achieve whatever they want by "sticking to" the plan and 
developing a deep understanding of how women "think". In other words, Richard believed 
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that tennis could be a means of social mobility for his family, emphasizing to his daughters 
that success in the sport could open doors to higher social standing.

Therefore, tracing the historical evolution of tennis as a global sport, particularly regarding 
black American athletes in King Richard’s Film, prompts us to question the reality of living in 
a multi-ethnic American society. Even in an era marked by heightened political correctness, 
discussions on racism have been rekindled by certain commentators, analysts, and fellow 
players. Their perspectives often reflect the enduring influence of historical racism woven 
into the social fabric of the United States. In addition, Richard’s plan symbolizes his dream 
and serves as a reminder that despite progress, the battle against racial discrimination 
and prejudice is far from over. Thus, Richard used tennis as a vehicle for his family’s social 
mobility to achieve the American Dream and underscored the ongoing need for a more 
inclusive and equitable society, especially in tennis.

Unlocking the American Dream: How Tennis Offers Social Mobility

The American Dream, a concept deeply ingrained in the nation's spirit, represents the 
belief that hard work, determination, and talent can elevate individuals and their families 
to a better life. This idea was celebrated by millions of people worldwide who had endured 
hardships such as famine and severe drought. Hundreds of immigrants from various corners 
of the globe flocked to America with a singular goal in mind: the American Dream. Roshadi 
emphasizes “American Dream promised to thousands of people who sought liberty and 
equality in their pursuit of a better life” (2012, p.26). It represented a glimmer of hope, 
offering the prospect of achieving financial success and a higher social standing that had 
been unattainable in their home countries. Similarly, throughout history, sports have 
served as a pivotal arena where this dream materializes, and among them, tennis stands 
out with its unique blend of elegance and intensity for social mobility.

Moreover, Social mobility signifies movement within the social structure, marked by 
patterns that influence individuals within a particular social group. Indeed, through 
tennis, King Richard’s film narrates the factors that influenced the Richard family's journey 
towards a certain social status, which includes motivation, education, and achievements 
that resulted in their vertical mobility. Hence, this chapter aims to unveil the profound 
link between tennis and the American Dream, delving into how this sport has provided 
individuals the opportunity to climb the social ladder. Its discussion will be divided into 
four aspects: Motivation: The Ambition To Become A Tennis Champion, Education: The 
Significance of Education and Etiquette, Achievements: Form Cohen to Rick Maci - From 
Junior to Pro Tournament, and Vertical Mobility: The Glory and Respect of Richard’s Family.

Motivation: The Ambition to Become a Tennis Champion

Motivation is one of the social mobility factors that influenced Richard to achieve his ambition 
of making Venus and Serena world tennis champions. He has a strong determination and 
belief in his daughters' potential. This can be seen in how he has created 78 plans for 
the future of Venus-Serena's career and socialized his plans to various great coaches to 
facilitate their needs. As film narrates:
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Picture.6 (00:01:39 – 00:01:43)

RICHARD: “I wrote me a 78-page plan for their whole career before they was even born. 
It was 1977 and I had watched this tennis match, and I seen them give this girl - Virginia 
Ruzici -- 40 thousand dollars for four days work, and since I knew I’d only made $52,000 
all year, I knew I was in the wrong business. Went home that night, told the wife we 
need to make two more kids. So that night I wrote up the plan. One for Venus. One for 
Serena. Covered their tennis. Educations. Foreign languages. Everything. And now that 
plan says it’s time for us to come see you so you can help turn them into champions” 
(Green and Smith, 2021).

In this sense, the scene quoted above summarizes the beginning of the Williams sisters' 
journey and the incredible commitment and ambition of their father, Richard. The plans 
Richard made in 1977 laid the foundation for the success Venus and Serena Williams would 
achieve in professional tennis. It also Richard’s characterization as a father who is ambitious 
towards good values for his family (Boggs and Petrie, 2008, p.64). As in picture 4, Richard's 
camera shot positioned in the center hints at the story's focal point for the audience. In 
addition, Will Smith's expression as the actor portraying Richard in the scene conveys a 
confident and alluring expression with the help of his hand gestures promoting his plans.

Moreover, Richard's ambition to transform Venus and Serena into world-class tennis 
champions is evident in his parenting style. He imparts the practice of crafting a nightly plan 
to all his daughters. This underscores Richard's approach as a father, centered on instilling 
discipline, nurturing focus, and unwavering dedication to help his children, including Venus 
and Serena Williams, realize their dreams. As the film narrates:

		        Picture.7 (00:16:00)		        Picture.8 (00:16:03)

RICHARD: “You all wrote in your journals? Made your plans for tomorrow?”

ALL THE GIRLS: “Yes, Daddy”

RICHARD: “Cause you gotta have a plan. Every day. Else what?“

ALL THE GIRLS: “You fail to plan. You plan to fail”

RICHARD: “That’s right. And we not failing, are we?“

ALL THE GIRLS: “No, Daddy”

RICHARD: “All the way to the top”(Green and Smith, 2021).

In this essence, the two scenes above show Richard's routine of greeting and reminding his 
children of his daily plans before bed. The film's setting, in a reasonably small room used 
by the five children, also shows that Richard's family is not upper-class but middle-class in 
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general. In other words, this also conveys that Richard wants his children to have dreams 
and ambitions so they can have a better life than him. In addition, the use of beige color 
and subtle lighting seeks to cultivate a warm and cozy atmosphere for the audience, 
providing a glimpse into the harmonious world of the Richard family. Thus, the vital force 
that drives Richard to have motivation is to improve his social status, where the trajectory 
of his family's life and circumstances are directed toward a better and more prosperous 
direction by sticking to their plan.

Education: The Significance of Education and Etiquette

Education is one of the social mobility factors that influenced Richard's family in achieving 
their American Dreams. Education provides a force that transcends social boundaries and 
gives individuals the opportunity to improve their lives, broaden their horizons and climb 
the socioeconomic ladder. Al Shuaibi asserts that education shapes human personality, 
fosters critical thinking, cultivates interpersonal skills, and equips individuals to navigate 
life's challenges. It bestows upon people a distinctive standing within their own society 
and wherever they may reside (2014, p.1). Indeed, in his dream to make Serena and Venus 
world tennis champions, Richard sees education as the foundational pillar that can equip 
his daughters with the knowledge, skills, and weapons needed to navigate the complexity 
of the world's challenges. As in the film when Richard is confronted by his co-coach's 
question why education is important beside joining tournament for Venus and Serena:

RICHARD: “And that’s why we not rushing. With no education, as good as they are, they 
won’t keep their money. They’ll be broke by 18 and have 50 more years to live like a 
fool. We not doing that.” (Green and Smith, 2021).

According to the quotation above, Richard wants his daughters to get a proper education 
in order to rush into their careers as tennis athletes. He emphasized that even talented 
individuals in sports may need help managing their resources effectively. His statement 
that "they'll be broke by 18 and have 50 more years to live like a fool. We're not doing that" 
implies the long-term consequences of not prioritizing education. In addition, the wide-
angle shown in explaining this scene by showing the position of the children behind Richard 
and his colleagues implies a message to be able to pay more attention to the priority needs 
of each child. Thus, education is about academic knowledge and equipping individuals with 
the skills and wisdom to make informed and responsible decisions in various aspects of 
their lives.

Furthermore, Venus and Serena grew up in Compton, California, where many of the 
neighbors were white; Richard was once accused by a neighbor named Mrs Strickland 
that he raised his children to be athletes too hard and forgot their obligation to study. 
Consequently, when Richard, Venus, and Serena returned home after their training, they 
were surprised to find a social worker waiting in their house and trying to investigate Mrs.
Strickland's report:

SOCIAL WORKER: “A little wet for practice, don’t you think? Don’t they have school 
work to do?”

RICHARD: “You wanna check on the kids? Let’s check on the kids. We got future doctors 
and lawyers, plus a couple tennis stars in this house. Now, I understand you got to do 
your job, even if some crazy-ass neighbor do call talking foolishness, and I don’t even 
mind you saying we hard on these kids, you know why? ‘cause we are. That’s our job. 
To keep them off these street. You wanna arrest us for that, fine. But what you not gon’ 
never do is come knock on this door to say you blew our daughters’ damn brains out 
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hanging with hoodlums and doing drugs and things. That’s what you not never gon’ say 
in this house.” (Green and Smith, 2021)

The dialogue above explains Richard's dedication to providing a nurturing and structured 
environment for his children, especially his daughters, who pursues tennis as well as 
academic achievements. He acknowledges that he is indeed hard on his children. This 
admission is not a sign of cruelty but rather an acknowledgement that his role is to protect 
his children from the dangers of “the streets” and guide them towards a better future 
(Green and Smith, 2020). In addition, this scene also implies the problem of white racial 
stereotypes towards blacks, who are considered undisciplined and criminal (Nadjowski, 
2023, p.4).

However, through Richard's firm, courageous, and dramatic response (Boggs and Petrie, 
2008, p.66), he also shows his resistance to the accusations against his family. It can be 
seen from Richard's characterization of standing tall in front of his children, which is a 
symbol of protection for his family. Thus, Richard provides a strict structure to his children 
by trying to balance between the tennis routine and his daughter's academic needs.

Moreover, Richard believes that there are manners involved in education. This can be 
seen when he admonishes all his children to always be humble and not arrogant in every 
situation and circumstances. As the film emphasizes:

	         Picture.9 (00:49:00-00:49:01)	          Picture.10 (00:49:01-00:49:02)

According to the scene and dialogue above, Richard expresses the importance of being 
“humble” as a part of education through the character of Cinderella (picture 9), which 
shows the quality of a civilized and educated person (Boggs and Petrie, 2008, p.64). 
Meanwhile, the setting in picture 10, with the family gathered in the living room and sitting 
close to each other, suggests a strong emotional bond within Richard's family. Richard is 
portrayed as calm and focused, conveying his desire to encourage his daughters to pay 
attention and learn from Cinderella's behavior. In addition, the sentence "No matter how 
they people treated her, she stayed calm. She kept her heart clean. She was humble" 
underscores the idea that being humble and kind is an integral part of the outcomes of 
education, leading to the cultivation of positive values and improved quality of life. Thus, 
Richard's actions reflect his belief that education can be derived from sources like films. 
He conveys that films offer more than entertainment; they carry valuable life lessons that 
can be internalized and applied to human's lives. In this case, he uses the character of 
Cinderella to teach his daughters the importance of humility and good-heartedness as 
essential aspects of their education and personal growth.

Achievement: Form Cohen to Mecci, from Junior to Professional

The process of social mobility relies heavily on individual achievements. It serves as 
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significant milestones that propel individuals through different social strata. Indeed, an 
Individual achievement has a huge impact on a person's social status as Huang argued “It 
affects how they are seen and recognized in their social environment” (2021, p.64). In this 
sense, these achievements serve as the stepping stones in one's journey towards social 
mobility and they shape not only how individuals are perceived by others but also how 
they perceive themselves. In this context, King Richard's film narrates achievement as a 
journey to pursue their American dream. It begins when the scene shows Richard trying to 
find a coach for Venus and Serena:

	       Picture.11 (00:29:00-00:29:03)	            Picture.12 (00:29:03-00:29:05)

Based on the scene above, Richard meets Paul Cohen, a professional tennis coach from 
the same area. In picture 11, Richard's optimistic characterization reflects determination 
and hope as he discusses his daughter's budding tennis career with the coach. He believes 
that the right coach will be instrumental in realizing their potential and taking them to 
a higher level in professional tennis. Cohen's promising performance in picture 12 gives 
the audience an impression of professionalism when they see him. In addition, since the 
offer Richard made to Cohen to coach was free, Cohen decided that he could only coach 
one athlete, Venus. From here, Venus finally participated in the Junior tournament and 
won the gold trophy, followed by Serena, who trained independently with her mother by 
getting the silver trophy (Green and Smith, 2021, 01:23:10).

In addition, the transition from junior player to professional athlete was greatly influenced 
by the critical role played by Rick Macci. Macci's coaching expertise and dedication to 
improving the William brothers proved instrumental in elevating their performance to the 
professional level. His guidance honed their skills and paved the way for opportunities that 
would eventually reshape their social status. 

	        Picture. 13 (01:23:40-01:24:00).	  Picture. 14 (02:01:00-02:04:00).
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Picture. 15 (01:49:00-01:50:00).

Based on the picture above, picture.13 shows a scene of Rick giving directions to Venus and 
Serena during practice. He is known as a coach who has tremendous experience in molding 
junior athletes into pros, as Richard affirms by calling him, "nothing is impossible for Rick 
Macci!" (Green and Smith, 2021, 01:23:40). Indeed, Rick's coaching is characterized by 
hard training, unwavering discipline, and a focus on technique (Boggs and Petrie, 2008, 
p.64). It is evidenced in the results that allowed Serena to debut at the professional level, 
as shown in picture 14. In addition, Venus' achievement of debuting in the professional 
battle brought another award to Richard's family, namely the presence of sponsorship 
from Nike. He seeks to make a contract cooperation between the brand and Venus as an 
athlete worth 3 million dollars. 

According to the description of the pictures above, Individual achievements can go beyond 
personal recognition. They can challenge and reshape societal norms and expectations. 
When individuals from marginalized or underrepresented backgrounds are honored, it 
sends a powerful message that success knows no boundaries and that social mobility is 
achievable for all, as Venus and Serena Williams, an African-American woman who reached 
the pinnacle of tennis (which is the sport that known as dominated by white people), have 
broken racial and gender barriers in the world of tennis sport. Thus, their success has been 
instrumental in changing the landscape of women's tennis and advocating for equality and 
diversity in the world of sports.

Vertical Mobility: The Glory and Respect of Richard’s Family

The journey of Richard Williams and his family is a story that explains the struggle through 
various social strata and the pursuit of a better life. Although Richard has experienced 
various social prejudices, and financial limitations to guide his daughter, he remains 
steadfast and does not give up. With the power of ambition, instilling the importance of 
education, and hard work to get various achievements provide a way for him to pursue 
the American Dream that he hopes for. In this sense, the various factors that influence the 
social mobility of Richard's family put their social status higher or referred to as Vertical 
Mobility. This vertical mobility journey can be traced in more detail in the description 
below:

	    Picture.16 (00:59:00-00:59:01)	             Picture.17 (01:42:37-01:43:00)

In this regard, picture 16 shows the state of Richard's family home while still living in 
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Compton, California. The wide angle in showing the scene aims to explain all aspects of 
the property used by Richard's family. The house is not large but still suitable for living, 
the front yard is not too large, and a car that Richard often uses to travel and take his son 
to tennis practice shows the social status of Richard's family as a well-off family. However, 
picture 17 shows a scene that provides information about Richard's past. The shot focusing 
on Richard's face and his crying expression provides an emotional atmosphere. It draws 
the audience's empathy, especially when Richard tells the story of his childhood, as quoted 
below:

RICHARD: "When I was a little boy, I grew up in Shreveport. One day my father took 
me to town. He gave me this money to pay this white man for something. Back in them 
days, black folks wasn’t allowed to touch white peoples. So I went to give the man this 
money and I accidentally touched his hand and he start beating on me. He knocked me 
down. His friends come over, they all start stomping on me, beating on me. And I look 
up and see my father in the crowd, and he took off running. Left me there with these 
grown men beating on me. (as Venus listens) Now, I haven’t been no great daddy. But 
I’ve never done nothing but try and protect you. This next step you ‘bout to take, it 
would be hard for anybody. But for you, you not just gon’ be representing you. You gon’ 
be representing every little black girl on earth. And you gonna be the first one going 
through that gate, and I just never wanted you to look up and see your daddy running 
away.” (Green and Smith, 2021)

In this regard, Richard’s Narrative is a poignant reminder of the racial injustice and prejudice 
that he experienced in his life. His painful experience drives his unwavering determination 
to protect his daughter. When Richard states that he never wants Venus to witness her 
father “running away”, it shows the depth of his commitment to Venus' journey and his 
unwavering support, even in the face of challenges such as racism and violence. Thus, 
Richard's dialogue above aligns his role as a father with the broader fight for equality and 
emphasizes the importance of not allowing racial prejudice to continue (Boggs and Petrie, 
2008, p.63).

	       Picture.18 (01:33:00-01:33:10)	         Picture.19 (02:15:03-02:16:00)

Therefore, Richard's persistence in achieving equality and a better life can be achieved 
through tennis, especially his two daughters, who finally get respect. Various sponsors, 
such as Nike, Reebok, Puma, Fila, also approached the two to work together by proposing 
a fantastic price exceeding 10 million dollars (Green and Smith, 2021, (02:16:00). Hence, as 
in the picture.18, the depiction of Richard's family finally getting a big house shows visual 
evidence of their success in the tennis world. In other words, the object of the house that fills 
the frame of the scene serves as tangible evidence of their achievement of the fulfillment 
of their aspirations and symbolizes the realization of their American Dream through tennis. 
Meanwhile, Picture.19 showed that Richard not only succeeded in achieving his American 
Dream, but he gained the glory and respect of everyone, especially the African-American 
community, who were inspired by his determination, courage, and dedication to tennis.
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CONCLUSION

The King Richard film is able to present a picture of an Afro-American family who uses 
tennis as an instrument to achieve the American Dream, a concept that for many people 
in the US is a part of motivation in life. By using social mobility theory, the results of the 
analysis obtained are that motivation, education, achievement and vertical mobility factors 
have a significant influence on Richard in making his family, through his two daughters, 
live a better life. The ambition to make his children tennis champions is the strongest 
motivation. Richard's strength in encouraging his two daughters to train is an illustration 
of how education should be carried out for an athlete. For achievements, Richard directed 
his two daughters to get the best coach to become world champions. Finally, his daughter's 
success in becoming world champion made Richard and his family gain respect from 
society, and this means that he and his family succeeded in doing vertical mobility. Thus, 
these aspects provide an understanding of the role of tennis in King Richard's film where it 
acts as a conduit for social mobility and the pursuit of the American Dream.
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