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ABSTRACT

The research employs a bibliometric approach using R and
Rstudio tools, VosViewer, and Microsoft Excel to evaluate
the growth of Qur'anic Studies and Tafsir research papers.
The sample of reference articles, totaling 1,476 articles, is
sourced from the Scopus database using Boolean
operators. Further research is still within the scope of
Qur'anic Studies through Tafsir Science. The research
conducted a data search on 23 November 2023 using
Scopus as a guide, using the title and abstract of the article
to search for keywords related to Qur'anic Studies and
Tafsir. The search results reveal 904 publications
published between 1974 and 2023, involving 1807
authors, 372 single authors, and 8.739% international co-
authors. These publications have been cited 35,873 times
and have an average citation per publication of 4,061. The
number of publications integrating Qur'anic Science and
Tafsir has fluctuated over the past 12 years, increasing
from 2017-2023. The number of publications has
increased from 49 in 2017 to 59 in 2018, 69 in 2019, 85 in
2020, 100 in 2021, 110 in 2022, and 120 in 2023. This
indicates potential research opportunities for Qur'anic
Science and Tafsir.
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INTRODUCTION

"It does not become obsolete through repetition and its wonders do not end" (Al-
Ameedi et al., 2020). Beyond its transcendent character, one of the wonders of the Qur'an
is its breadth, addressing many facets of human nature (Pallathadka et al., 2023) It is
intended to strengthen a person's thoughtful relationship with God through the revelation
of the Qur'an (Muhamad et al., 2020). The revelation of the Qur'an(Nugroho et al., 2023) is
to foster one's reflective relationship with God(Unsal, 2016). Understanding the Qur'anic
text (Adiansyah et al., 2023) is the main goal behind the development of diverse Islamic
studies (Finlayson, 2020; Nordin et al., 2023; Razzak et al., 2022; Saged et al., 2020).

The ongoing evolution of the dicipline (Ashfag & Al Azhari, 2020;
Rohanimashhadi, 2020) requires that topics related to the text (Munandar & Amin, 2023)
and background of the Qur'an be classified under the discipline of Qur'anic Studies
(Ulumul Qur’an) (Howe, 2016; Stefanidis, 2008; Stewart, 2013). Qur'anic Studies
originates as a synthesis of several disciplines (Segovia, 2015; Sleiman, 2019) separate
body of study in this way. Because of the range of disciplines in this sector there are many
sub-disciplines (Rochmah & Munir, 2023) and sub-genres (Ashfaq & Al Azhari, 2020;
Daneshgar et al., 2016;) the relate to the breadth of the Qur’an. Ulumul Qur”an is a
multifaceted and diverse field of study (Daaif, 2015; Maymun, 2018). Its board scope
(Islam et al., n.d.) includes various sub-disciplines (Fazaluddin, 2016; Mirarab et al., 2023)
that examine the history of the Qur’an, (compilation and canonization), the miraculous
nature of revelation (Saiin & Karuok, 2022) and its underlying theology (Graiguer, 2021),
the circumstances and events of the Qur’an revelations, its inimitable espects, stylistics
(Badi et al., 2017), the sequence of verses (Hanum et al., 2021), and others.

One of the most well-known disciplines among muslims is Qur’anic Interpretation
(Tafsir) (Daneshgar, 2020; Demircigil, 2022) which is generally considered as part and one
of the objectives of Ulumul Qur’an (Al Rujaibi, 2022). Tafsir (Armita & Saad, 2022) is
perhaps the most comprehensive intellectual endeavor so far (Ylksek, 2018), given that its
critical goal is to uncover the intended meaning behind God’s words (Sutrisno et al., 2023)
the intended meaning behind God’s words (Ayu et al., 2022). Understanding the role and
utility of each discipline can accommodate diverse intellectual interests (Shaheen &
Shaheen, 2020) and facilitate an appropriate disciplinary approach to the Qur’an (Zaky &
Warsono, 2023).

It is crucial to critically assess existing research findings in order to set the road for

future research and to give policymakers with projections of research areas that require
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further development. This evaluation technique is strongly reliant on the availability of
reliable data.

Bibliometric indicators are one of the tools used to map data on previous research
(Shahril et al., 2023). In addition, it can also act as an evaluation material for the results of
scientific research. (Amir et al., 2023); examine the interaction between science and
technology (Ismail et al., 2018), produce a mapping of the field of science (Saputro et al.,
2019); identify and trace the evolution of new knowledge in a specific topic (Sadeghian,
2018); as well as an indicator in the future in order to make appropriate and strategic plans
(Embong et al., 2022). The Scopus database was employed in this analysis due to its high
credibility. (Abdullah & Edris, 2021; Al-Araji et al., 2019). Scopus was chosen because it
is an abstract database. (Atabik & Rohman, 2020) and reference source citations curated by
independent experts recognized as experts in the field (Ghodrati, 2020). Scopus consists of
1.8 billion references cited since 1970, 84 million records, 17.6 million author profiles,
94.8 thousand affiliate profiles and 7 thousand publishers (Hayudi et al., 2023; Rosso &
Garcia-Salirrosas, 2023; Suhendar et al., 2023)

Using bibliometric analytic tools, this study intends to describe the evolution and
direction of research that discusses Qur'anic Studies and Tafseer in publications indexed in
the Scopus database from 1974 to 2023. Based on the findings in the Scopus database, the
year 1974 was chosen as the starting point. That year, the first three publications discussing
Qur'anic Studies and Tafseer were discovered. This bibliometric research can help
academic researchers, experts in their fields, and the general public.

Research goals This is an attempt to analyze and map development publications
with the theme of Qur'anic Studies and Tafseer so that future researchers have the
opportunity to conduct a more in-depth study in other fields with the specification of
increasing various research in the field of Qur'anic Studies and related sciences.

Various bibliometric study topics have been explored extensively, however deep
bibliometric research topics on Qur'anic Studies and Tafseer have yet to be seen. Aside
from that, this study makes an effort to display the most recent research trends as well as
any other phrases that may be required for future research.

Previous Research

Irhas’ studies in the field of Quranic Interpretation indicated that interpretation of
the Holy Qur'an is required since the teachings of the Qur'an are complete. However, the
Qur'an is not a holy book that goes into great detail about its doctrines. In many

circumstances, the Qur'an speaks merely in broad strokes. Sometimes it merely contains
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the fundamentals and suggestions that demand more explanation. To explain the content
and content of the Qur'an, interpretation is required. Attempts to understand the Qur'an
have existed since the Quran was revealed. Until now, the effort has progressed. The
existence of many books of tafsir compiled by scholars from the first century till now is
substantial proof of the evolution of interpretation. The classic book of interpretation
differs from the book of interpretation that appeared in the twentieth century. The
distinction is often found in three areas: sources, methods employed, and the prevalent
style that graces the book of interpretation. This study tries to describe the history and
evolution of Qur'anic interpretation from the time of the Prophet Muhammad to the
creation of tafsir today (Igbal et al., 2013).

Previous research on Quranic Tafsir with bibliometric analysis research
methodologies were not applied in an effort to map scientific articles in many domains.
Bibliometric analysis is a quantitative tool for studying and analyzing scholarly
publications, specifically patterns, trends, and relationships within a given bibliographic
data collection. This strategy entails using various statistical and analytical tools to extract
insights and knowledge from bibliographic records, such as those found in scholarly
journals or elsewhere. The impact of bibliometric analysis allows researchers to determine
the direction of future research, allowing institutions and policymakers to make informed
decisions about resource allocation, research collaboration, and strategic planning.
METHOD

The article data for this study were gathered from Scopus findings of articles in
published journals. This study used the bibliometric analysis method. Bibliometric analysis
is a quantitative tool used to explore and appraise scientific publications (Mustafa et al.,
2021), particularly patterns, trends, and correlations within a certain bibliographic
collection (Lopez, 2017). This method entails applying various statistical (Azmi et al.,
2018) and analytical tools to bibliographic records (Surahman, 2019), such as those found
in scientific journals or others, in order to extract insights and knowledge. The data was
retrieved from the Scopus database using the Boolean search engine. The researcher
searched the Scopus database for terms prepared between 1974 and 2023. The data search
in Scopus was conducted on November 23, 2023 at 02.00 WIB. To analyze citations,
document content, and networks in this study, researchers used the help of R and Rstudio
tools, VosViewer and Microsoft Excel.

The stages carried out include 3 stages, which are as follows.
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The first stage began with a study of connected issues in order to ensure that
suitable research on bibliometric topics was done. Furthermore, the literature evaluation is
helpful in choosing acceptable keywords that are thought to describe the topic of the
research.

In the second stage, we searched Scopus using a Boolean operator with filtration
(TITLE-ABS-KEY (quranic AND studies) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY (tafseer)) and found
1,476 publications. Furthermore, filtration by Boolean operator with filtration (TITLE-
ABS-KEY (quranic AND studies) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY (tafseer)) AND (LIMIT-TO
(DOCTYPE, "ar") AND (LIMIT-TO (SRCTYPE, "j") AND (LIMIT-TO (LANGUAGE,
"English") resulted in a final publication of 904 publications.

The final publication search was examined in the third step using Scopus analyzer,
R, and Rstudio to calculate the number of publications per year, publications by journal,
author, affiliation, country, and subject/field. Furthermore, analysis of the publication
network level was performed using visualization using VOSviewer and Microsoft Excel
data processing with the types of analysis of coauthorship, keywords (co-occurence), and
bibliometric coupling. Co-authorship and co-occurence will be used in this study to
chronicle the advancement of research on the publication of Qur'anic Studies and Tafseer
themes. While the most prominent network is used to identify the authorship trend,
bibliometric coupling is employed to determine the authorship trend.

Figure 1 shows the procedure for this paper:

Telaah Pustaka
1. Qur'anic Studies and Tafseer
2. Bibliometrik

Pencarian Dokumen

Publikasi
n=(1,476)

Tahap 2

Alat Analisis:
1. Scopus
2. R dan RStudio
3. VOSViewer
4. Microsoft Excel

Citation Analysis

I Network and Content
Analysis

Tahap 3

1. Peta Perkembangan
eli

n,
h Penelitian

Figure 1: Stages of Bibliometric Analysis Method
Source: drawio, 2023
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RESULT AND DISCUSSION

ANALYSIS OF DATA

PRIMARY DATA INFORMATION

Table 1 shows that the search yielded 904 publications published over the course of

49 years. Beginning in 1974 and ending in 2023. There are 1807 writers, 372 single

authors, and 8.739% international co-authorship. These papers have been cited 35873

times, with a citation rate of 4,061 citations per publication.

Table 1. Main Information about Data

Description Results

MAIN INFORMATION ABOUT DATA

Timespan 1974:2023
Sources (Journals, Books, etc) 390
Documents 904
Annual Growth Rate % -2.17
Document Average Age 5.72
Average citations per doc 4.061
References 35873
DOCUMENT CONTENTS

Keywords Plus (ID) 1010
Author's Keywords (DE) 3025
AUTHORS

Authors 1807
Authors of single-Authored docs 372
AUTHORS COLLABORATION

Single-Authored docs 414
Co-Author per Doc 2.34
International co-authorships % 8.739
DOCUMENT TYPES

Article 904

Source : Scopus, R and R Project, 2023
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DOCUMENTS ORGANIZED BY YEAR

Figure 2 demonstrates that the development of publications in Qur'anic Studies and
Tafseer began in 1974 with three publications, but that this publication vanished for several
years before reappearing in 1985. From 1985 to 1999, there was a period of stagnation in
this sector, with an average of 1 or 2 publications per year.

From 2011 to 2023, the biggest peak of publications in this field was in 2023, with
120 publications, followed by the prior years in 2022, 2021, 2020, and 2019 with 110, 100,

85, and 69 publications, respectively.

Figure 2: Documents by year of
Publication
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MOST RECENT AUTHOR

Figure 3 depicts the top ten most productive authors in the discipline of Qur'anic
Studies and Tafseer; the average author has 5 to 6 publications in this field. Usman, A.H. is
the first author with the most publications (9 in total). Kadhim, K.A Hussin, and H.
Ibrahim followed, with 8, 7, and 6 publications in this topic, respectively.

Figure 3: Most relevant author
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DOCUMENTS CLASSIFIED BY AFFILIATION

Figure 4 depicts the top ten contributing affiliates to publications in this field. The
majority of affiliates contributing to these publications are known to be from Malaysia,
with 9 out of the 11 affiliates listed in figure 4 coming from Malaysia, 2 from Indonesia,
and 1 from each of Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. Universiti Kebangsaan
Malaysia had the most contributions, with 52 publications, followed by Universiti Malaya,

which had 47 articles, while the remaining 9 affiliates had 11 to 42 publications.
Figure 4: Document by Affiliation
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DOCUMENTS ORGANIZED BY COUNTRY

This theme is mostly written by countries from the Asian continent. So that the
writing trend for this theme is busy being researched by Asian countries, namely Malaysia,
Indonesia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Iraq and Pakistan. This is motivated by the
background of the population in the country, the majority of which adheres to Islam. So the
research becomes more interesting because the source of this Qur'anic Studies and Tafseer
research is the holy book for a Muslim, namely the Qur'an. From the Qur'an, many new
sciences are born with several approaches that can be applied in it. However, there are also
non-Asian countries that bring up a lot of writing on the theme of Qur'anic Studies and
Tafseer, namely from the American and European continents. These countries are America,
England and Turkey. The country with the highest contribution of Scopus-indexed research
results in Qur’anic Studies and Tafseer is Malaysia, far above other countries with 222
documents. Followed by Indonesia with 110 documents, the United States with 88
documents, followed by 60 documents by Iran. The countries contributing to the research
results in Qur’anic Studies and Tafseer can be seen in Figure 5.
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Figure 5: Documents by Country
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Scopus data search filtration is solely by journal source, hence the chart shows the

top ten contributing journals in the subject of Qur'anic Studies and Tafseer. There are many

journals that contribute to this topic; the typical journal has 11 to 13 publications. Journal

of Qur'anic Studies has the most publications with 49, followed by Albayan, Religious, and

Asian Social Science, which have 31, 23, and 13 articles, respectively.
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THREE-FIELD PLOT
Figure 7 shows three elements: the left side is SO/sources (journal publication

Figure 6: Documents by Source
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(theme/topic used). Gray plot lines that are related to each other connect the three items.

Each journal will reveal which writers most regularly contribute to publications within the
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journal based on the journal name, which are then linked to the keywords or subjects
addressed in the publications. The size of the plot indicates how many publications are

related to a particular theme.

Figure 7: Three-Field Plot, processed using R (Biblioshiny)
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Source: Scopus, R Project, 2023

CORRESPONDING AUTHOR’S COUNTRIES

Figure 8 and table 2 show the comparison between countries of origin of
correspondent authors, in figure 8, the red bars show publications by authors from one
country and do not cooperate with authors from other countries (single country
publications/SCP), while the blue bars show publications by authors across countries who
cooperate in their research (multiple country publications/MCP), table 2 shows the number
of SCP and MCP in the form of numbers.Malaysia merupakan negara asal penulis
koresponden terbanyak, baik dari penulis yang tidak bekerja sama dengan penulis negara
lain maupun penulis yang bekerja sama dengan penulis dari negara lain. Malaysia has 108
SCP publications and 13 MCP publications. Followed by Indonesia with 75 SCP
publications and 69 MCP publications, and USA with 45 SCP publications and 2 MCP
publications.

The majority of authors in this field come from countries in the Asian continent,
such as Malaysia, Indonesia, Iran, Saudi Arabia and others. Then there are several authors
who come from the European continent, namely the United Kingdom, Turkey, Spain and

Germany. As well as the American continent, namely the USA.
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Figure 8: Corresponding Author’s Countries
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Table 2. Corresponding Author’s Countries

=1
a8

]
5]

Collaboration

B sce
0 mer

Country Articles SCP MCP

367 339 28
Malaysia 121 108 13
Indonesia 75 69 6
Usa 47 45 2
United Kingdom 35 32 3
Iran 30 29 1
Saudi Arabia 23 21 2
Turkey 21 19 2
Pakistan 19 17 2
Jordan 17 17 0

Source: R Project (Biblioshiny), 2023

MOST GLOBAL CITED DOCUMENT

Table 3 shows the publications with the most citations worldwide. Shown in table 3

the publications with the most citations are publications written by Khoei Em and
published in Culth Health Sexual in 2008 with a total of 87 citations, followed by

publications written by Gregory E published in Lang Educ in 1998 with a total of 86

citations and publications by Slamet C published in Asian J, Info Technol in 2016 with a
total of 80 citations. The publication by Slamet C published in 2016 has the highest total

citations per year, with 10.00 total citations per year, followed by publications by Helfaya

published in 2018 with 8.00 total citations per year, and publications written by Bazna Ms

published in J Relig Disabil Health in 2005 with 6.10 total citations per year.
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Based on table 3 below, it is known that total citations will affect the total citations
per year of a publication, especially if the publication year is in the nearest years. This can
be seen from the publication by Slamet C published in 2016 which has a higher total
citations per year than the publication by Khoei Em published in 2008 despite having more
total citations, and the publication by Khurshid Ma published in 2014 has a higher total
citations per year than the publication by Bazna Ms published in 2005 despite having the

same number of total citations.

Table 3. Most Global Cited Document

Paper Total number of citations Per Year TC
Khoei Em, 2008, Cult Health Sexual 87 5.44
Gregory E, 1998, Lang Educ 86 3.31
Slamet C, 2016, Asian J, Info Technol 80 10.00
Benthall J, 1999, J Royal Anthrop Inst 75 3.00
Wagner Da, 1989, Appl Psycholinguist 62 1.77
Khurshid Ma, 2014, Compet Rev 61 6.10
Bazna Ms, 2005, J Relig Disabil Health 61 3.21
Helfaya A, 2018, J Bus Ethics 48 8.00
Mansour N, 2011, Sci Educ 48 3.69
Gonzélez Al, 2011, J Sci Study Relig 46 3.54

Source: R Project (Biblioshiny), 2023

NETWORK ANALYSIS

NETWORK VISUALIZATION
Figure 10. Network Visualization
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The figure above is a network visualization of the results of co-occurance analysis
of research on Qur'anic Studies and Tafseer. Obtained research data using Scopus and
processed using VOSviewer. Data processing specializes data with a minimum of 3
keywords, so that 141 keywords are obtained and by narrowing the minimum cluster size
of 20, 3 large clusters are obtained which are marked in red, green, and blue as shown in
Figure 9.

Cluster 1 marked in red is divided into 80 items with keywords that dominate,
namely, Islam (83 occurrances), Quran (58 occurances), translation (33 occurances),
exegesis (16 occurances), tafsir (14 occurances), interpretation (12 occurances),
hermeneutics (12 occurances), semantics (7 occurances), Qur'anic studies (6 occurances),
Qur'anic exegesis (5 occurances). Cluster 2 marked in green is divided into 37 items
dominated by the keywords human (54 occurrances), education (15 occurrences),
knowledge (8 occurrences), qualitative research (8 occurrences), and comparative study (7
occurrences). Cluster 3 marked in blue is divided into 24 items with the dominance of

keywords on religion (29 occurrances), major clinical study (10 occurrances), and article (5
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The figure above shows the keyword network analysis based on overlay. Based on
the figure above, it can be seen that the keywords qur'anic studies, qur'anic exegesis, qur'an
translation, al-quran, semantics and qualitative research are keywords with usage in recent
years, ranging from 2021-2022. While the use of keywords that look relatively old marked
in purple are Islamism, marriage and culture which range from 2011-2012.

DENSITY VISUALIZATION

Figure 12. Density Visualization
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Figure 12 above shows the density map which is the result of an analysis using all
data retrieved from Scopus in the field of Qur'anic Studies and Tafseer, both related and
unrelated. The brightness of the color indicates the density of the research field, the
brighter and clearer the color indicating a word, the keyword is the most frequently
researched theme.

Quran, Islam, human, article, female and translation are the most interesting and
frequently researched keywords. While the least researched keywords related to the field of
Qur'anic Studies and Tafseer are quranic studies, qur'anic exegesis, qur'an translation,
quranic interpretation, and semantics.
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Table 5. Occurances in each Cluster

Keywords Occurances Cluster
1. Islam 83
2. Quran 58
3. Translation 33 1
4. Exegesis 16
5. Tafsir 13
1. Human 29
2. Education 15
3. Language 11 2
4. Qualitative Research 8
5. Comparative Study !
1. Article 40
2. Religion 29 3

Source: VOSViewer, 2023

The table above illustrates the frequency of occurrence in each cluster that is the
main theme in the Qur'anic Studies and Tafseer midwife research. The main focus of
Cluster 1 is Qur'an and Tafseer. Cluster 2's core subject is education and research. Articles

and Religion is the main issue of Cluster 3.

CONCLUSION
Based on the statistics and discussion above, it can be determined that study on
Qur'anic Studies and Tafseer began in 1974, with 2023 being the most active year in this
field with 120 publications. Usman, A.H has the most publications, with nine. With 52
articles, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia has the most related contributors. Malaysia has
made the most significant contribution to research in this topic, far outnumbering other
countries, with 222 articles. Journal Quranic Study has the most publications in this field of
research, with 49 publications. Corresponding Author's Countries comprises single and
multiple country publications. Malaysia is the nation of origin for the majority of
correspondent authors, both those who do not work with authors from other countries and
those who do cooperate with authors from other countries. Malaysia has 108 SCP
publications and 13 MCP publications. With 87 global citations, Khoei Em's publication
published by Cult Health Sexual in 2008 received the most global citations. The network
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study is divided into three clusters, with the key themes being Qur'an and Tafsir, Education
and Research, and Avrticles and Religion.
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