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Purpose

Unlike previous studies focusing on the intrinsic aspects of Ash-Shabiyyu al-A‘raj, this study ex-
amines the instability of hierarchical relations through deconstructive analysis. It criticizes the
representation of hierarchical relations in this short story.

Method

This research is a descriptive qualitative study with a literary sociology approach that integrates
Michel Foucault’s concept of power-knowledge relations and Jacques Derrida’s deconstruction
theory. The research data consisted of primary data in the form of the short story Ash-Shabiyyu al
-A‘raj and secondary data including books, articles, and relevant previous studies collected
through through close reading. The collected data were then recorded, classified, and analyzed
based on Foucault’s concept of power relations and Derrida’s deconstructive framework.

Results/findings

The findings reveal binary opposition between superior and inferior characters. However, these
oppositions are deconstructed through evidence found within and beyond the text. The decon-
struction is reflected in a character initially positioned as subordinate who later transforms into a
courageous figure after mastering martial arts.

Conclusion

This study shows that the short story Ash-Shabiyyu al-A‘raj constructs a hierarchy of power
through binary oppositions. Through Derrida’s deconstructive perspective and Foucault’s theory
of power relations, this hierarchy is proven not to be fixed due to acts of resistance.
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Abstrak

Tujuan

Berbeda dengan penelitian-penelitian sebelumnya yang berfokus pada aspek intrinsik sastra, penelitian ini
mengkaji ketidakstabilan relasi hierarkis dalam cerpen Ash-Shabiyyu al-A‘raj, melalui analisis
dekonstruksi.

Metode

Penelitian ini merupakan penelitian deskriptif kualitatif dengan pendekatan sosiologi sastra yang
memadukan konsep relasi kuasa-pengetahuan Michel Foucault dan teori dekonstruksi Jacques Derrida.
Data penelitian terdiri atas data primer berupa cerpen Ash-Shabiyyu al-A‘raj karya Taufik Yusuf Awwad
dan data sekunder berupa buku, artikel, serta penelitian terdahulu yang dikumpulkan melalui teknik close
reading (pembacaan cermat). Data yang telah ditemukan kemudian dicatat, diklasifikasikan, dan dianalisis
berdasarkan konsep-konsep relasi kuasa Foucault serta dekonstruksi Derrida.

Hasil/temuan

Hasil penelitian menunjukkan adanya entitas oposisi biner antara pihak inferior dan superior. Namun,
penelitian ini menemukan bahwa oposisi biner antar tokoh tersebut mengalami dekonstruksi, baik dari
dalam maupun luar teks sastra. Dekonstruksi relasi hierarkis tercermin pada tokoh yang pada awalnya
diposisikan sebagai pihak subordinat, kemudian bertransformasi menjadi sosok yang berani setelah
menguasai ilmu bela diri.

Kesimpulan

Penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa cerpen Ash-Shabiyyu al-A‘raj mengonstruksikan relasi hierarki melalui
oposisi biner. Namun melalui perspektif dekonstruksi Derrida dan relasi kuasa Faucault, hierarki tersebut
terbukti tidak bersifat tetap karena sikap resistensi.

Kata kunci
Ash-Shabiyyu al-A’raj, dekonstruksi, relasi hirarki
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INTRODUCTION

The short story ash-Shabiyyu al-A raj by Taufik Yusuf Awwad (hereinafter callled
Awwad) portrays hierarchical relations between Khalil and the superior characters sur-
rounding him. Hierarchical relations can influence individuals and may generate re-
sistance to existing hierarchical structures (Alandira, 2025). They also shape rights,
access and social recognition (Fathurrahman, 2025) and may emerge through processes of
subordination (Wardah, 2025). This phenomenon is reflected in Khalil, whose
subordinate position exposes him to oppressive power that can lead to negative behavioral
changes (Hamzah, 2024). However, power itself operates within a dynamic social space
rather than a static one (Kristinawati, 2025). Accordingly, Khalil is initially potrayed as
subordinate and subjected to control, and symbolic pressure, but later reverses the
situation by engaging in resistance. The uniqueness of this story lies in its portrayal of
social hierarchy through the stigma attached to Khalil’s physical condition, which affects
his social position and psychological state. Khalil’s experience offers a valuable of
hierarchical dynamics in contemporary society.

Research on ash-Shabiyyu al-A’raj by Taufik Yusuf Awwad has previosly been
conducted from various perspective. Afifah & Reko (2026) analyzed the subjective limi-
tations of the main character using Zizek’s theory, emphasizing the character’s internal
conflict and subjectivity. Afifah (2025) examined the influence of social and environmen-
tal aspects on the behavior of the main character through Max Weber’s sociology of liter-
ature theory. Meanwhile, (Hidayah et al., 2022) interpreted the conceptual meaning of the
short story through philosophical and social studies based on Sigmund Freud’s ideas. In
addition. So Nawawi & Ahsana AS (2021) focused their analysis on the psychological
condition and inner conflict of the main character through Freud’s psychoanalytic theory.
These studies indicate that previous research has primarily focused on the psychological,
subjective, and sociological dimensions of the main character. However, the short story
also demonstrates practices of power that construct dominant and subordinate positions,
which can be examined through Foucault’s approach. Nevertheless, this approach alone is
insufficient to explain the instability of hierarchy, since hierarchical relations are not stat-
ic. Therefore, this research used Derrida’s deconstruction theory is employed to dismantle
binary oppositions within hierarchical relations and to show that superior and subordinate
positions can be interchangeable. Thus, Foucault’s approach and Derrida’s deconstruction
theory are used to explain both the mechanisms of power and the instability of hierar-
chical meaning in the short story.

This study employs Derrida’s deconstruction theory and Foucault’s power-knowledge
approach to analyze hierarchical relations in the short story ash-Shabiyyu al-A’raj. Fou-
cault's power-knowledge approach is first used to explain the hierarchical relations expe-
rienced by Khalil through practices of subordination and control that position him as the
inferior character. However, identifying these mechanisms alone is insufficient to explain
the shifting positions of superiority and inferiority in the short story. Therefore, Derrida's
deconstruction is employed to dismantle these binary oppositions and demonstrate that
hierarchical relations are not fixed. In this context, meanings that have long been consid-
ered inferior can be understood as important elements that carry multiple interpretations
and are not entirely subordinated (Zullyansyah, 2025). This shows that the meaning struc-
ture of the short story can shift and open up space for alternative interpretations (Zaimah,
2024). This phenomenon of power relations in ash-Shabiyyu al-A’raj, aligns with the
principle of deconstruction proposed by Derrida, which seeks to dismantle the structure of
binary oppositions and challenge such structures by showing that hierarchies that appear
natural are actually unstable and open to question (Sitorus, 2024). In this way, Foucault
identifies the mechanisms of power, while Derrida deconstructs the hierarchical meanings
produced by those mechanisms.

Based on these considerations, this study examines how hierarchical relations among
the characters are constructed, maintained, and deconstructed through the reversal of bi-
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nary opposition in Taufik Yusuf Awwad's short story ash-Shabiyyu al-A'raj. It aims to
reveal the hierarchical structures embedded in the narrative and demonstrate the process
through which these structures are subsequently deconstructed. Drawing on Foucault's
approach and Derrida's theory, this study argues that hierarchical relations in ash-
Shabiyyu al-A'raj are dynamic rather than static.

METHOD

This study analyzes ash-Shabiyyu al-A ‘raj by Taufik Yusuf Awwad through Derrida’s
deconstruction of binary opposition and Foucault’s concept of power-knowledge. There-
fore, this research is descriptive in nature and employs a textual analysis design concern-
ing power relations, while applying Foucault’s critique approach and Derrida’s decon-
struction theory to dismantle the binary oppositions underlying hierarchical relations
within the short story. Foucault’s concepts are operationalized through the identification
of disciplinary power, subjugated knowledges, technologies of the self and counter-
conduct. Meanwhile, Derrida’s deconstruction analysis is conducted to unravel binary
opposition. Through this analysis, meaning is understood not as a fixed structure, but as a
construction that continously shift and negates itsself.

The data used in this study consist of primary and secondary data. The primary data
consist of the short story Ash-Shabiyyu al-A ‘raj by Awwad, obtained from the Noor Book
website and published by Lebanon Library in 2002 (Awwad, 2002). The secondary data
consist of previous studies and other scholarly sources relevant to the object of this study.
Meanwhile, the theoretical works of and Foucault serve as the theoretical framework and
analytical instruments employed in this research. Furthermore, the data in this study were
collected through a close reading technique of the short story ash-Shabiyyu al-A ‘raj by
Taufik Yusuf Awwad. The data collection process was carried out by repeatedly reading
the text to understand the story structure, narrative context, and the relationships among
the characters in the short story. The units of analysis include narration, dialogue, mono-
logue, and character descriptions that reflect power relations, marginalization, binary op-
position, and forms of resistance. The selection of data was based on quotations represent-
ing practices of power, the subordinate positions of characters, conflicts of meaning, and
forms of deconstruction toward binary oppositions. Relevant data were then documented
by marking specific parts of the text and subsequently organized according to analytical
categories derived from Derrida and Foucault.

The data analysis procedure was carried out through the stages of identification, classi-
fication, and interpretation. In the identification stage, the study marked textual elements
that demonstrate practices of power, subordination, marginalization, and conflicts of
meaning. The classification stage was conducted by grouping the data into analytical cate-
gories such as power relations, binary opposition, différance, and undecidability.

RESULT/FINDING AND DISCUSSION

In this study, power relations are represented through Khalil's position as the inferior
party, while Uncle Ibrahim and the street thugs occupy superior positions. Khalil's inferi-
ority in relation to Uncle Ibrahim is constructed through a familial hierarchy that requires
him to obey and respect his uncle as the elder family member. Meanwhile, in his relation-
ship with the street thugs, Khalil is positioned as inferior because of his physical disabil-
ity, whereas the thugs are portrayed as possessing stronger and more able-bodied phy-
siques. Khalil's physical disability becomes the defining marker of his identity, to the ex-
tent that he is more commonly referred to by the derogatory epithet the Lame One than by
his actual name. This epithet functions not merely as a nickname but also as a form of la-
beling that reduces Khalil's identity to his physical impairment, thereby reinforcing his
subordinate position within the existing power relations.

The representation of Khalil’s inferiority is constructed not only through descriptions
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of his social and physical condition, but also through the linguistic choices employed in
the narrative, such as the emphasis on his weak bodily attributes and the use of vocabu-
lary that marks him as an object of pity and dependency. The narrative structure that posi-
tions Khalil as the recipient of actions reinforces his subordinate position within the pow-
er relation. In contrast, Ibrahim’s dominance is constructed through the use of imperative
speech, which linguistically signifies control over actions and the interactional space.
However, the stability of this opposition is disrupted by a mutually dependent narrative
structure, in which the superior character meaning can only be established through Kha-
lil’s “inferiority” as a contrasting marker. Thus, the text does not merely represent social
hierarchy, but also linguistically deconstructs the instability of that hierarchy through nar-
rative strategies and lexical choices in the short story.

Hierarchical relation in ash-Shabiyyu al-A’raj

From the reading of the short story ash-Shabiyyu al-A ‘raj, forms of hierarchical rela-
tions caused by entities of domination and power can be identified. In the concept of pow-
er relations, power is divided into two dimensions: the mind and the body. The power re-
lation of the mind in ash-Shabiyyu al-A ‘raj is represented through the stigma of obedi-
ence imposed by the uncle upon Khalil, as well as the stigma created by street thugs that
positions Khalil as an inferior figure. Meanwhile, the power relation over the body is rep-
resented through Khalil’s willingness to devote his body in service to his uncle.

Michel Foucault conceptualizes power relations through several interconnected con-
cepts. First, disciplinary power operates through surveillance and regulation
(Capodivacca, 2024), Second, subjugated knowledge refers to marginalized experiences
or voices suppressed by dominant systems (Malandrino, 2019), Third, technologies of the
self refer to the practices through which individuals regulate themselves by performing
certain actions in order to achieve an ideal condition (Hernandez-Ramirez, 2017), Lastly,
counter-conduct refers to small forms of resistance carried out by individuals who are
governed by power (Odysseos, 2016). The application of Foucault’s concepts in this short
story is as follows:

Disciplinary Power

M\ ;\.US\ d.ms ;\_)} M.@A}qb.nu cnabd\umc(a.uz\_).q\eﬂ\M\ Mu\mlc 015
1l il cgg‘)y ‘;\A ua\ )\.M ‘CJSS\ u\_)é; ‘_Ac d)uk\ hjw\

The narrative above shows that the hierarchical structure is not built through direct
violence; instead, Ibrahim constructs it through stages of regulating, supervising, and
shaping Khalil’s daily behavior. Ibrahim’s statement represents disciplinary power
through the mechanism of routine. This is indicated by the phrase ) &l Cliaas usual),
which symbolizes that disciplinary power operates through repeated habits, thereby
forming Khalil as a compliant subject who remains under Ibrahim’s system of control.
Furthermore, the word C;ﬁ\(the hut) serves as evidence of a controlled space for Khalil,
which is under Ibrahim’s authority as his uncle.

Khalil’s life with his uncle places him in a subordinate position under his uncle’s
authority. The uncle perceives himself as superior because he is older than Khalil. This
assumption unconsciously gives rise to arbitrary behavior and enables him to control
Khalil’s body through the hierarchical structure he possesses. The uncle manipulates
Khalil’s mind through the statement that he is already old and therefore has retired from
“begging,” which he considers to be a form of work. Consequently, the task of begging is
entirely transferred to Khalil, while the earnings must be handed over to the uncle each
day with a target of fifty cents. This statement shapes Khalil’s mindset to obey his uncle’s
commands. Such obedience emerges because Khalil feels that he must respect his uncle
as the only family member he has left after the death of his parents.
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Subjugated Knowledge
| 2o 1 iy

The narrative above is uttered by Khalil when he receives a beating from Ibrahim for
failing to collect coins according to the target. This statement signifies a bodily
experience of burden and pressure endured by him; however, it is ignored by Ibrahim as
the dominant figure. The utterance can be understood as a form of subjugated knowledge,
as it represents a subjective experience positioned as inferior within a hierarchical power
structure. Khalil’s groaning not only reflects physical workload but also indicates that
power has shaped Khalil’s consciousness as a subject who accepts and internalizes his
subordinate condition.

In fact, every human being has the right to freedom over themselves. The stigma im-
posed upon Khalil, reinforced by the domination of power within familial relations, ulti-
mately shapes him into someone who is always obedient to his uncle. Khalil briefly re-
sists his subordinate position when he realizes that he is merely being used as a tool to
generate money for his uncle. However, his resistance remains internalized within him-
self, as it is overpowered by his belief that he must obey his uncle as an elder figure. Fur-
thermore, the power relation over thought is also represented through the street thugs who
consider themselves superior to Khalil. This perception emerges because Khalil suffers
from a physical disability and cannot walk normally, leading the street thugs to oppress
him through the stigma of “the Lame Boy” as someone weak and powerless. In this con-
text, similar to The Archaeology of Knowledge, discourse in the text is connected to a par-
ticular historical context (Djohar, 2013).

Technologies of the Self )
EEE SRS AR\ FY e [ s

The sentence above is spoken by Ibrahim to Khalil after punishing him for failing to
obtain 50 cents that day. Although Khalil had already explained that he was expelled by
the authorities and was no longer allowed to beg on the streets, resulting in him earning
only 2 cents, the punishment was still imposed. This utterance can be understood as a rep-
resentation of technologies of the self, as it shows how the individual is directed to con-
struct his identity in accordance with the will of the dominant figure (Ibrahim), which is
then internalized by Khalil as part of his self-consciousness in order to comply with it.

Counter-Conduct

Jﬂj)dulbubsku\nl_\.\sY}}cuﬂ\MM\Y}ScwﬁY\SL\AA‘:@u n‘).}_).d\d.\;.\)d}a\.n\
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The quotation above represents a silent and implicit form of resistance toward the op-
pressive conditions experienced by Khalil. Counter-conduct does not always appear in the
form of open rebellion, but may also emerge through attitudes, expressions, or forms of
selfhood that do not fully submit to mechanisms of power. The phrase o >AY& Gdlia
signifies a form of resignation, while at the same time functioning as a rejection of the
behavioral patterns operating within his social environment. Thus, Khalil does not be-
come an active subject who follows the rhythm of Ibrahim’s desires. Moreover, his si-
lence constitutes a form of passive resistance against the situation that controls and de-
grades him.

The relationship between Khalil and his uncle forms the binary opposition of old-
young based on the powerful-powerless element reflected in the relationship between
Khalil and Ibrahim as his uncle as shown in Table 1. Ibrahim possesses greater capacity
and authority (powerful) to control and influence Khalil, thereby positioning him as an
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inferior subject.

Table 1. Binary Opposition in the Short Story ash-Shabiyyu al-A 'raj

No Characters Event

1 Khalil ><uncle The uncle, who considers himself older, feels entitled to
treat Khalil according to his own wishes

2 Khalil >< street thugs Four street thugs who do not have any physical disabilities.

However, Khalil (powerless) actually has the potential to escape from the structure
constructed by his uncle. The textual marker can be seen in the diction “feels entitled” to
treat Khalil according to his own wishes. Meanwhile, the relationship between Khalil and
the street thugs represents the dominant-marginal element, in which the thugs perceive
themselves as superior figures and consequently subordinate Khalil as someone consid-
ered weak and inferior. The oppositional marker is reflected in the narrative emphasis on
the physical condition of the thugs, who do not have physical disabilities like Khalil. The
narrative of the binary opposition is as follows:

Binary opposition between Khalil and his uncle

The narrative of Uncle Ibrahim’s condition depicted as being older than Khalil.
cd\.a.uﬂ\‘;\usﬁ\gs)m )@.H\u}\.as.a C_\uﬁcaﬁwuw\jw&\j\ww\@mMAm
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The narrative of Ibrahim possessmg power over Khalil.
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The narrative of Khalil’s attitude as a result of Ibrahim’s influence on his mind.
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The narrative of violence being normalized due to a culture of obedience toward el-
ders.
L A5l B A s Al B () Galy e ey el S0 2025
AV H3a 653 a5 e 5 «BAT A5 @i e il ¢ a3 5 «Llall Cae i 7 a3
8 0153\ sh s L il O A1 5 aalagl 8 55 A0 (Sl A5 cagh 5 e AandHal) deylidl
Aall a3 5] 3550
The four narratives above reveal a binary opposition between the characters Khalil and
Ibrahim (his uncle). This binary can be seen in the representation of power relations,
where Ibrahim dominates Khalil’s life and compels him to submit throughout his life. The
binary opposition between Khalil and his uncle positions Khalil as a subordinate figure,
while Ibrahim holds dominant power as the uncle (the only older family member). The
binary opposition is indicated in the phrase Csmedll3 &) 5l Gauxdl) dwhich reflects the
uncertainty surrounding Uncle Ibrahim’s age. However, within this uncertainty, the
phrase & Gsconfirms that Ibrahim is older than Khalil. The particle ‘»which functions
as li-tab ‘idh (indicating partiality or partitive meaning), emphasizes that Ibrahim’s age is
significantly greater than Khalil’s. Ibrahim is around 50-55 years old, while Khalil is 18.
From the perspective of “physical weakness,” both share physical disabilities, albeit in
different conditions. However, Khalil submits to Ibrahim much like a child who respects
an person. Furthermore, the demand for Khalil to provide 50 cents every day and the
punishment imposed on him represent a practice of power domination between the
powerful and the oppressed.
Furthermore, in the two narratives, the phrase ,4a3 5l Ca 33 ¥ and in the 3 narratives, the
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phrase 4lse &y Urepresent the impact of power domination that produces superior and
inferior positions. This condition enables Ibrahim (the superior figure) to act arbitrarily
through unreasonable punishments and commands. Both expressions employ fi il
mudhari‘ (present tense verbs), indicating the present time (time hal), which signifies that
Naguib Mahfouz represents violent behavior that has been continuously practiced for a
long time. Consequently, both characters understand the roles they must perform within
such circumstances. In the 4 narrative, the phrase J& <3iay Aozl 35 z 52V srepresents
the violence and oppression experienced by Khalil. Even while being beaten, Khalil is the
one who counts the blows in order to comply with Ibrahim’s rules. Narratives two
through four are the consequences of the hierarchical relation established in the first nar-
rative, which ultimately deprives Khalil of freedom over both his body and mind.

The representation of power domination in nathe short story of Khalil is still frequently
found in the present day. This form of domination subordinates certain groups or
individuals, as those in power perceive themselves to be superior and deserving of
respect. Such conditions continue to occur in relationships between parents and children,
elders and younger individuals, teachers and students, and so on.

Binary opposition between Khalil (Si Pincang) and the four street thugs

The narrative of Khalil’s condition while being oppressed by street ruffians.

eA\JJJ\SLA} mwe@_\s‘).uﬂ\cUl_\.\.\.a‘\.\)ucwjd\&#\JJ@«MJ\)@\MJM\;\J_g‘\.\.a\.m
b sy 5355 65 585 ‘wﬂuﬁwe«aﬁ“-\k J e Gl M‘A@M;&whu
w\y;l\&«mb@u‘um;ﬂ\uud}md\ J.ULS\)\_LB]\ }Ja@_n.u:)) w\.m&]\

h&AJ)LJ}eJQ)]\eM JLJJ\}‘MJJA“L.}\A&\M}AM%)J\J\}“\A.&M]\‘d;)éﬁC)G‘j\uﬁ)
m\)@mua@w&.m«@;}@cM\PLJ\Q&AN\}‘J\_\A\u\ uuw}‘ym)
é\u}.\sﬂ.\}‘uh}h.“u}AJd).:ccwm\}ﬂb\)‘@h)ﬁ\ \}4@3)‘:&3}&4@\&9@)\4]\@)
S 343585 ¢S g e Y)

The narrative of Khalil experiencing bullying from street ruffians.
ARGl 3 coyaiy & 303 159205 MG AN A 8 IS e 15N il Gl o g el
LEoET 0T SuE e datays jaa gE cls sl ald 5y A0

The narrative above shows a binary opposition between Khalil and the street thugs in
terms of power relations. This power relation is reflected in Khalil’s inferior position
compared to the thugs. Khalil has physical limitations, such as a frail, prematurely aged
body despite being only 18 years old. In addition, his lame leg causes him to drag his
right foot when walking. In contrast, the street thugs have no physical disabilities, allow-
ing them to act as they please. The bullying that Khalil receives from the four thugs repre-
sents a form of power domination between the weak and the powerful. Khalil is unable to
avoid or resist their harsh treatment due to his physical weakness and his lack of
knowledge of martial arts. . )

In the first narrative, the phrase iaal) 3,k &5 idescribes the place where Khalil
first experienced oppression from street ruffians. The word ,Uis3llused by Naguib
Mahfouz, represents all the painful experiences endured by Khalil. He experiences
bullying because of his physical condition, which causes him to be positioned as inferior
by non-disabled characters. Furthermore, in the second narrative, the phrase & ¢! G

& %¢lused as a nickname for Khalil, reflects an inappropriate act of bullying. This is
because he has a proper name that should be used to address him. Both narratives
represent a dominant—marginal hierarchical relation that harms Khalil’s social body as a

© Buletin Al-Turas, Fakultas Adab dan Humaniora, Universitas Islam Negeri Syarif Hidayatullah, Jakarta, Indonesia

Print ISSN: 0853-1692  E-ISSN: 2579-5848 DOI: https://doi.org/10.15408/bat.v32i2.52182




Buletin Al-Turas Vol. 32 No. 2 September 2026, pp. 271-286

human being.

The representation of power domination between Khalil and the street thugs continues
to occur in the present day. Many people still perceive themselves as more superior than
others; when they encounter those who are weaker, subordinate behaviors such as
oppression, bullying, and demands for submission tend to arise. Furthermore,
marginalizing treatment between the weak and the strong can occur within dominant
power relations.

The deconstruction in this study can be seen in Table 2 through the representation of
Khalil, who was initially positioned as an inferior figure, attempts to escape from that
condition. This analysis is related to the concept of différance proposed by Derrida con-
cerning the instability of meaning and the idea that meaning is never static. Likewise, the
hierarchical relations in the short story demonstrate the reversal of the inferior position as
a form of securing his existence and survival in life.

Table 2. Deconstruction in ash-Shabiyyu al-A 'raj

No Event

1 Fighting against the four street thugs

2 Opposing his uncle and freeing him self

In addition to the meaning of différance, this short story also demonstrates resistance
as part of the system of power relations proposed by Foucault. Khalil’s resistance is re-
flected in his rebellious attitude toward the subjects who oppress, bully, and regard him
as weak. The markers of deconstruction can be seen in the following narratives:

Si Pincang fights against the four street thugs

@,M\@mdmu»}‘wi;&u}uhm wM\wOM\Jw\}JWJm}
ﬁﬁu‘;;usyuﬂﬁmmugﬂuqm\,@mﬁs@;u\mcfwuwtsm
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Fighting against his uncle and freeing himself
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Both narratives above demonstrate the significance of power relations that are decon-
structed within the text of the short story ash-Shabiyyu al-A’raj. Khalil, known as the
Lame One (Si Pincang), is so widely identified by this label that few people even know
his real name. He experiences subordination, being placed in an inferior position by Ibra-
him (his uncle) and by the street thugs. The marker of the deconstruction of hierarchical
relatlons (dommant margmal) is illustrated in the first narrative, in the sentence !siaia L

Sl 1858 (Aa alaal 4t explains the condition of the street ruffians, who became
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frightened after realizing that Si Pincang was more skilled in martial arts than they were.
The use of the fi il madi (past tense verb) in the sentence symbolizes Khalil’s effort to
position himself as a human being worthy of respect, just like other people. Furthermore,
the marker of the deconstruction of the hierarchical relation (powerful-powerless) is
illustrated in the second narrative through the sentence o% e 435&all GlLls Al s g
symbol that Khalil also possesses the power to resist Ibrahim’s wrongdoing. The word
Al 8% a f7 il mudari in the present tense (al-hal) and functions as /il musyarakah baina
itsnain. The word illustrates Khalil’s act of retaliating against Ibrahim’s treatment toward
him.

Khalil is a subordinate character in the short story, who then undergoes a process of
deconstruction after gaining the opportunity to acquire knowledge of martial arts taught
by Karim, which fosters self-confidence and courage within him. The deconstruction of
power relations in the story emerges from the knowledge that develops within Khalil.
This aligns with Foucault’s concept, which positions “knowledge” as a foundation for re-
sisting traditions of power domination. Thus, the concept of knowledge plays a role in
fostering Khalil’s mimicry through his experiences and learning from Karim (Rohazi,
2025).

Table 3 shows that the concept of the Lame Boy (Khalil) is emphasized through Kha-
1il’s condition, role, and abilities in the short story. This emphasis demonstrates that Kha-
lil is given a more prominent position in the narrative. The concept is presented as fol-
lows:

Table 3: The Concept of Lame Boy is Emphasized More Than Other Characters

No Lame Boy Character Other Characters

1 The title of the short story defines Khalil’s -
(Si Pincang’s) condition

2 Si Pincang provides for his uncle -

3 Si Pincang possesses excellent martial arts -
skills

Title of the Short Story .

z oY (kall

The title of the short story represents the condition of Si Pincang. Thus, the voice of Si

Pincang becomes a priority for the author. Taufik Yusuf Awwad expresses the idea of

giving voice to those marginalized in literature. He also critiques the notion that groups or

individuals in a marginalized or inferior position can reverse their circumstances especial-

ly when they strive to become knowledgeable and capable. In this short story, Khalil

takes action by learning martial arts so that he can free himself and live without oppres-
sion or domination from others.

Khalil Provides for His Uncle
Cliaall el 0¥ e
The sentence above is a remark from the uncle to Khalil, after Khalil returned from his
work as a street performer. The statement symbolizes that the Lame One (Si Pincang)

plays an important role in his life. Given the uncle’s physical condition, being confined to
his bed, Khalil is the nephew who is forced to become the backbone of his life.

The Lame One possesses martial arts skills
G dlie gl il 5588 o5 G e {55 o201 8 ) Gl R e 44

,,,,, H

Al g el 085 D8 (AN Laghe (a3 HUES (2AA5 3 045 M 5 el Ulaad ¢ jlaial) o260 jié
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The narrative above represents one of the exceptional qualities possessed by Lame One
(Si Pincang). Besides being considered “important” through the literary themes written by
Taufik Yusuf Awwad, the character of Si Pincang also plays a significant role in the nar-
rative as a “message” and “critique” that the author intends to convey to the readers: that
“everything that has shortcomings also possesses strengths and advantages.” This is
demonstrated by the character Khalil in the short story ash-Shabiyyu al-A’raj. He is a
poor character with a physical disability. His desire in life was merely to be free from his
uncle’s daily beatings. As a result, he meets Karim and learns martial arts after enduring
bullying from street ruffians. Ultimately, he develops martial arts skills superior to those
of other characters. The relationship between Khalil and his uncle reveals undecidability

in the positions of dominance and subordination, which are not fixed, as shown in Table
4.

Has a family
flal) A8 ‘Lu.ﬂ\wkwam‘u\)ﬂ\waﬁmw\}u\}oﬂu,“_,),_,h\ Y5
Gl alp Lty o At (st citvay o S (3
Has a place to live
138 3l A 5 58 0 e 6335 0l £ 529

Table 4. Undecidability Between Lame One and His Uncle

No Khalil Uncle

1 His mother and father’s whereabouts are un- The uncle needs Khalil to work and hand over the
known. With his uncle, Khalil does not live earnings from his work. In fact, the uncle requires
completely alone. Khalil to give 50 cents every day and will beat him

if the amount is less than 50 cents.

2 Si Pincang has no home unless he lives with
his uncle.

3 Si Pincang is taught and trained to become a

merchant by his uncle

Khalil taught trading by his uncle
\);L:uq.d\‘_gjjm} c}\\ﬂ\cks.\nxs &Jai\mchmdsulsﬂ\w)\mu\ bLAAJ\J n}au\‘_g

Khalil plays an important role in his uncle’s life
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Undecidability is used to reveal the inconsistency of meaning that contains contradic-
tory interpretations (Salsabila, 2023). The narrative above demonstrates undecidability in
the relationship between Khalil and Ibrahim, particularly in determining their positions as
dominant and subordinate subjects. Although Khalil is structurally placed in an inferior
position through the exercise of power domination by Ibrahim (his uncle), their relation-
ship cannot be understood as a stable or absolute hierarchy. Thus, the binary opposition of
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dominant-subordinate is not final but is always in an unstable condition and open to con-
testation. This indicates that the meaning and position of subjects within the text are never
singular or fixed, but always open to shifts in interpretation. These findings are in line
with Derridean deconstruction, which emphasizes that binary oppositions in texts are nev-
er stable because each element is interdependent and contains the potential to reverse the
hierarchical structure.

The findings of this study differ from previous studies that primarily emphasized psy-
chological aspects, subjectivity, and literary sociology in general. Nevertheless, this study
expands the scope of literary sociology by focusing on the representation of hierarchical
structures that undergo deconstruction through shifts in power positions among the char-
acters. The novelty of this study lies in the integration of Derrida’s deconstruction and
Foucault’s power relations to interpret the disabled character as a subject whose social
identity is shaped through negotiations of power and the instability of meaning. In this
study, the disabled character is represented by Khalil, who is labeled the cripple by the
surrounding characters due to his physical condition.

The power relations in this study embedded in the hierarchical binary oppositions that
position Khalil as socially inferior. Consequently, this unequal hierarchy is manifested
through confrontational acts, including oppression, bullying, and violence against Khalil.
Deconstruction plays a role in identifying binary oppositions within a text and demon-
strating that these opposing elements are not fixed (Kurniasih, 2024). Furthermore
Wardani (2019), argues that binary opposition represents a dualism consisting of two op-
posing poles. This interpretation is reinforced by Hidayat et al. (2025) who explain that
binary opposition conveys opposing meanings that signify the domination of one party
over another. This study extends these ideas by showing that domination does not operate
directly, but rather through social mechanisms that position Khalil’s disability and pov-
erty as inferior identities reproduced by the social environment. This finding also indi-
cates the presence of the “Big Other”, which constructs differences within the hierarchical
structure (Herza, 2023). Within social hierarchies, Foucault argues that power permeates
everyday human life, encompassing the body, actions and attitudes, ideas, and daily prac-
tices (Foucault, 1980). This is consistent with the findings of the present study regarding
the operation of power relations.

In this study, binary opposition is demonstrated through the existence of hierarchical
relationships between the characters in the short story, namely between Si Pincang and
his uncle, and between Si Pincang and the street ruffians. Ibrahim’s treatment of Khalil
reflect a hierarchical form of domination within the family, exersiced through authority,
control and the expectation of obedience. This unequal power relation positions Khalil as
a subordinate figure whose actions and identity are shaped by his uncle’s authority
(Behar, 2025). Power is also manifested through the production of social discourse, such
as the labels "weak" and "disabled". This labeling is represented in the character of Kha-
lil, who is frequently referred to as "the Lame One" (Si Pincang) because of his physical
disability and is perceived as weak by the superior characters in the short story (Ula,
2022). After meeting Karim and learning martial arts, Khalil strives to free himself from
the inferior position he has long occupied. Through his martial arts training, he is able to
defend himself against the street ruffians who constantly bully him. Moreover, he gains
the courage to confront his uncle and resist the oppression he has endured for years. As a
result, the power relations in the short story undergo a deconstructive reversal, as Khalil's
subordinate position shifts into one of agency and power.

In addition to the aesthetic elements found in literary works, the social context also
plays a role in the emergence of certain works, such as the short story ash-Shabiyyu al-
A ’raj. From the perspective of the sociology of literature, literature is shaped by the social
context experienced by the author or their surroundings. Therefore, literature can be un-
derstood as a representation of society conveyed through literary language. The subordi-
nate condition experienced by Khalil (the Lame One) is still found in the present day.
Many individuals or groups perceive themselves as superior to others. This perception can
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give rise to forms of oppression, bullying, and violence (Ndi, 2020). In fact, assumptions
of subordination or marginalization can affect the receiving subject, leading to responses
that may be either positive or negative. This is because subordinate and marginal posi-
tions are socially constructed rather than inherent or authentic. Therefore, power domina-
tion is subject to change at any time, in any place, and for anyone.

This study demonstrates that power relations in ash-Shabiyyu al-A raj are not static but
rather operate through the interdependence between superior and inferior characters in
maintaining their respective social positions. These findings expand deconstructive read-
ings of Arabic literature by showing that binary oppositions in the short story not only
construct social hierarchies, but also reveal how marginal characters play a role in sus-
taining the authority of dominant figures. From a Foucauldian perspective, this study re-
veals that disability in the short story is represented not merely as a physical condition,
but as a social identity shaped through practices of power, stereotypes, and poverty.
Therefore, this study contributes to contemporary Arabic literary studies by demonstrat-
ing how disabled characters in modern Arabic short stories are represented as part of so-
cial constructions and power relations, rather than merely as symbols of individual weak-
ness. Through the theoretical frameworks of Foucault and Derrida, this study reveals that
hierarchical structures are produced through interdependent relations among beetwen su-
perior and inferior, there by offering a new reading of power dynamics in modern Arabic
literature.

CONCLUSION

This study shows that the short story ash-Shabiyyu al-A raj constructs a hierarchy of
power through binary oppositions that reveal the tension between Khalil as an inferior
figure and Ibrahim and the street thugs as superior figures. Through Derrida’s deconstruc-
tive approach, the short story demonstrates the undecidability of meaning within the so-
cial hierarchical structure presented in the narrative. Furthermore, the short story repre-
sents individuals positioned as inferior while also revealing the potential for resistance
against established structures of domination. In this study, Khalil's resistance is represent-
ed through the martial arts he learned from Karim as a form of counter-conduct, enabling
him to challenge the dominant power structure and reject the oppression that had long
been imposed upon him.

However, this study is limited to the analysis of a single short story, namely ash-
Shabiyyu al-A’raj, so the findings cannot be generalized to all of Taufik Yusuf Awwad’s
works. This study employs Foucault’s approach by focusing on the identification of disci-
plinary power, subjugated knowledges, technologies of the self, and counter-conduct.
Meanwhile, Derrida’s theory is applied to deconstruct hierarchical binary oppositions
through the concepts of binary opposition, différance, and undecidability. Therefore, fu-
ture studies may develop this research by comparing other works by Awwad or other
modern Arabic literary works. Future research may also integrate historical or postcoloni-
al approaches to broaden the interpretation of constructions of power, identity, and re-
sistance in the short story.
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