Udjang Tholib”

Raffles' Views On Islam In
Indonesia And Abdullah Bin Abdul
Kadir's Observation On The British

Colonialists

Introduction

In the colonial hislory of the Southeast Asia Sir Thomas Stamfard Raflles
(I7R1-1826) was lamous because he was the founder of Smpapore and the
lieutznant gavernor of the British administration in Malacea and Indoncsis.
by addition. his work, The Hisiory of Juva . made his name well-knawn n
Europe and at the same ume introduced Java to tha wigtern world. As muany
other colonial authorities, he had partienlar altitudes and views on [slam
vepecicaly in the arca nnder his contrel His views on Indanesian Muyslims
are not very diffrent from those of other Furapeans, who, fram the sixtecuth
te nineteenth centurics were negativa towards Jelam and Muslims  In thig
paper Twill preseat his opinions on Islam in Indonesia i the early nineteenth
century, particularly the Muslims of Java, fhe pilymimage, and the Padric | In
addition, Twall also discuss Abdullah b Abdul Kadir's optaion an the British
eolotialists with whom he was familiar

Raltles' backeround

Sir ‘Thomas Stunford Ratfles wax hom on band his father's merchantman,
off Tort Morant, lamaiea cn uly 7 178 Stamford's father, Benvamin
Raffles was a caplain emploved in the West Indies Trade out of Loudon.
According to the custon of the dav, Caprain Raffles was aceompanied by his
Wity, who consequently gave birth to this Rallles junier an heard the ghipp
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Ann * The place of his hirth scems
to anticipare his later catesr, which
was to by associated with the
expansion of British trade in the
tropical countrics, Aod bom on
hoard under a far-mnging flag, he
was to gehievs his life's work within
3 more of less narrow radws of his
birth place, but among seas and
islands on the opposite side of the
alohe. not i the West Tndies, but in
the Fast Indies” Very littlc was
known of Baffles' early life. It seems
that L left school before he ways 15
years of age to plung himself into
public lifz It 15 why throughout his
life, Raffles never ceased to lamianr
the  loss  of resular  indelectual
training. ' Certainly, afler praduating
from the Mansion Boarding School
gt Jammersinitly, London. he entered
the service of the East Indian
Company w1795 and  was
appointed as elerk in 1804 Five
yoars later he was appointed to the
position ol apent of the company at
Pulau Penang (Malacea) When the
British exercised full conlrol owv
the LCast Indies, Raffles was the
hipghest rankug British administrator
from 1511-1815.°

Raffles was 1o all nespects a self-
cducated man ' [Te was devoled (o
favomrite studies and to  make
hunself maoster of Freoch and o
prosecute inquiries into some of the
various departreents of litsrarure and
scisice.” He was also interssted in
the swdy of the historv of other
couniric: and (heir ancienl ensionms,
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and was fond of asking quuostions
about unusual things* Furthcrmare,
he was greatly influcneed by the law
gighteanth  century  humamianan
movemant "which had found its
ingpiration  in  the writings of
Roussgau on the myth of "the noblc
savage""  Rousscaus  Waching
cmphasized the perfectibilicy of
human nature and the brotherhood

of man V!

Islam in fava

As eolonial administrator of Jawva,
Raffles cmploved a fow Javancsc
mlers as personal advisors in regard
to coltural affairs, tamely Kya
Adipari Surnadimenggala, the regent
of ﬂﬂharang and Natakosema, the
regent of Swnenep. The latrer was
an expert on Javanese and Arabic
languages. On the basis of these
authorities Raffles wrote his famouos
hook, The Histary of Jow,
(published in 1817), which contans
cansiderably meore historical  and
cultural information than colonial
history. Tn addition, the  work
indicates that Ratfles was selective
in lus matcrials "

Hig hiased and nopative atitude
towards Islam and the Musluns of
Tava is obvious in rthe History of
Jewr . Most parts of the book deal
with the pre-lslamic history and
culture, namely the Hindu and
Buddhist heritage of Java. In
discussing Javancse litetaturg, which
covers more than scventy pages, he
yuated Islamic poctry only once and
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very briefly, and desonbed Islani as
the poew religion of the lavenese all
within four pages, but devoeled
fonrmy sCwon pages o sumimalicing
Lhe Tavanese version of Mahabharata
epie.””

Eathies seenmvs to Lave not bash
acquaitsd with  [slamic  sources
bolore he was appomted heucenant
governor in Malacca and then in
Java. Hiz knowledge of Islam in
fava was based primarily on his
ochservation and from the
wtorimation given by s agents, In
addition,  according  to Mk
Abdulicdr.  Raffles  was  puartly
concernzd with ancient and nanral
history. Moreover,  he  was
influenced by negative  Westam
umgzs of Islam.

Although  Islam  had  been
wstablished in Java for about two
centuiizs, the natives, according o
Raffles, were still greatly arached to
their ancient institutions and  still
praserved  the  laws, usages and
tadilions which prevailed before fhe
coming of lslam. The Javanese
Muslims in general belisved in ene
supreie Giod and TTis Messenper,
Muarmmad, vet they were less
sequaintsd  with Islamic doctrinss
atd lsss fanatic Few of the Muslim
leaders eschicwed the wine, and if
the conunon people ceased o drink
liguors it was not prompred by any
riligions: motives." Tle maintuined

that Islam us 1t existed im Java
scemed to have peanetrated unly the
surface, -bur was linde rooted in tlie
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hoants of the Javanese péople The
best proot’ of ther supeilicialiby and
imperfectucss in their 1'::Iigion- WAk
theit toletance of Furopeans  as
infidcls and the conduet of (he
reigning princes in the conspiracy
amoug the Sepovs serving on Tayva
in 1§15

The ghove explamation is nor
calirzly true. Raffles seems o have
applied parlicular cases 10 the peoply
of the whole iyland of Java We do
oot rgject his opmion thal  most
Mushms woere still influenced by (he
old tradicions m the hictorland o in
the arems where Hinduism  ang
Buddhism had boen  establishad,
However, the Muslims who Lived in
urban arzas or n the saltanaes of
Mataram, Demak, Banten znd in
orher areas where Muslim leadars or
wamd?  cerablished  pesamtren
(Islamic  boarding school), and
where the &ifis and the dgbs
(preachers)  were  active  in
implamenting and spreading Islamic
teachingy, their relivious knowledgs
and practice wore much better (han
that of those who were far fiom this
cnvirnnnient.

Pallles's  concluision  of  th
mmperfectnoss and superficialilty of
the  Muslims' fath  which  was
indicated by their talsrancs ol the
infidels and by the mvolvement of
same prnces in the conspiracy, is
very misleading, In Gwr, the oms
teaching of Islam @5 that the
Muslims should be tolerant towsarids
non-Muslims,  aspecinlly  ARD al-



Kitgh  (People of the Book), ie
Chrisbiaus and Jews., If they were
hostile trwards the infidels, it was
due teo the latter's unjust and crcl
treatmenl of them. Likewise, the
princes’  coopuration  with  the
colonialists in the conspiracy could
not be interpreted as epresenting all
the Muslms 1 Java  Another
nugative statement by Raffles 1s that
the Qur'?n cootaing many  more
mbolerable and deleniorating fenets.
T this respest Raffles zeems to have
shared rhe thought of the Duich
theologian, Autonius Walaeus who
saw the Qurin negatively and
mpntained that il 1 a distoried
seripture, full of contradictory ideas
within itself, "

The piligrimage to Mecca

According 1o Ratles, the Duich
cheecked  strictly the practice of
pilzrimass to Mecca not becausc
they wanred to hinder the progress
of Islam in lava or wished to cut aff
cominunication with Meoca, but
their man aim was to protect the
zafety of thewr own rule and the
neaccfuluess of” the country.  Every
st (one who had performed the
pilgrimage titals in Mecoa) who
retumed from Mecea "assumed the
charaeier of saint” and gained the
credence of the camman peopls so
that they even belisved that such a
person possessed . zupernatural
power. With such a lnzh position
and grear nflucnes, the AdFl was
easily able to arouss peopls inoan

Boaffles Fiows an falant

uprising. ¥ Mark R Woodward
maintaing  thal there  wuay  an
esatablished traditiom 1 which the
#dffis was accorded a grcat mystical
sigmificance, sifi followers among
the saurriy  (students of the lslami;
boarding school) claimed o0 hawve
attained union  with God  whils
praving al the Ka'ba, Az a resull
they became the most dangerous
gnemics of the Duich mterests. The
Muslim leaders, including the hdjis

had often been found most active
in every revalt, " The Dutch foared of
the Adyjfs i understandable since the
latter, while 10 Mecca were olten
infMuznead by Arabic politics and
religious  thought  of  anli-
colomalism

The Padri movemeni
The Padris. according 1o Bafiles,
resemhbled  the Wahets  of the
Arabian  desert. Thev  proved
themselves most  fanatic  and
ruthless, bul  strove o establish
reform and rule over all of Sumatra,
The term Padr cannot be cparated
from the thres famous Adjis who
returned o Munangkabau  from
Meuea ar a date lale in 1803 or m
1404, which could have enabled
them to witness the capture of the
Haly City by the Walihabis. %
During, the civil war hetween the
aristocralic aded  parly and e
Padriz. Raffles sided with e
former. Mg ealled these Islami®
leaders "Radriz! the {erm ussd i
India for Cotholic priesss and
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Islamnic leadurs. [owever, acconding
to B Woodward. ths term uri,l_:inalj:f
was applied to men of Pedir {o-r
lidiz} after the poit in Aceh, theough
which so mumy pilizims passad
Thew later called themselves Fs
Litid (white  people,  rawaning
goodipious  peeple)  and  thuir
oppotcils  oraey Artaw (hlack
people. meaning evil dosrs ) &

The leader of the Padriz obseryed
that - less than ons-tenth of the
population praysd, On Lhe canteary.,
ey were tolally addicted to cock
fighting and dnnking. He was,
therefore.  rosolved o roor oyt
gamibhng and to prohikit e use of
all  intoxicating  liquews.  He
fornulated four princisle doctrines
af . delam; o fasth, clreumeision,
seclusion amd the knowladge of
Goel, and tayght that praver was (he
proot. of religion, The fekens of
untty among themselves (the Pudris)
were huard fou (e maly (anothe:
Sources menlion tlad man had o
diess compeluicly in white) and o
?_a-:il for the famale: both should net
anlh naked and the use of tubacen

T sm .
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Precupls . wanld
ho severcly punished. ever ha death

and iy property declared f«‘r;rli;z'L."'qj
IR::IfﬁES' statemment on (he fourth
PEnciple doctrine of the Fadric 1=
'?ﬁuﬁs—tinlmbiu simce thie ktiowledge nf
?;;i ::.:-mq JI_n, :;lzrjluduel : in Thr:.. 'ffui[.h
Principle}.  lo addition,
Aearding ro Christine Dobbin, the
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fourth l?ri.ﬂ-::'plu 1= praver five ties
# dav.”’ This 1= closer 1o the
Tradition (Headiie) tha prayer iz the
toundation whoevar
neglects i destrovs the rehigion (his
faith}.

af  relizion:

Likewise,  ters 5 no
profubition o Islam from buthing
naked ws long as nobody can see
hicndher. but the two sexez should
:lﬂt barhe logethior in the same Place,
i thic other part of lis Afemairg
Rallles desenibed that the Padsis had
ravaped. pllaged and  borr  ghe
wapital - of the  Malay gnpir;
(Munngkabau)  Their suecsss in
oveErunming neatly the whole of the
vich and populous countries of the
inteeor led him to ask (e Hiritish
goverient o send  Christian
MEsonanes. 4o confront e
desolating influsues of the "false
prophct of Mecea” and o OUpOss
them warh 4 purcr faith. Avcording
to Hattles, the Padrs spread th:;;.i:
lenets among othor papgan peuple of
Sutplra, including Hatas {Bauk)
with the Que i in onehand snd the
sword o the other. To cannier the
advance of the Padri missinnarias,
Raffles asked the Britigh
govemment e send him  thres
hundred Cliristian missionarie: with
the pourpase 1o convert  (hree

thousand  malive poopls,  becausc
there  were  yol hundreds  of
thowsands,  perhaps  mullions  in

Sumalry wha al (hat tims possed no
religion at all Ameng thesc, were
meluded the Dataks =
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Froon the abeve description,
Raffles presented us much mors bad
impressions and shiowid _t_uS
negative  athtude and hu&rlll‘r_.},-
wwards the Padns. Here the Pur.l.ns
arg portraved as threat w (he British
quthontics, In  many  respeets,
Ratfes shared J P Coon's ideas of
yatural lostilicy” and the danger of
the tanatic Muslims =

Abdul Kadir's
oo the Britsh

Abdullab b,
Observation
Colonialists
Abdullah b, Abdul Kadir, the author
of Hikevat Abdullah  (1797-1834)
was emploved as copyst by Raffles
when he came to Malacea in 1814.
He became Radfles' sceretary and his
trustee until he returned to England
. in 1823 During hig career in lhe
service ol Raffles he became
acquainted  with  several  English
men, among others were Colone
Farqubar, Lord  Mwto,  the
missionaries Mr Milne and bMr.
Thomscn, lu general, Abdullah's
description of all these personalilics
were positive. He characterized the
British as having fine characters,
being able 1o win the affection of
men:; they made ne dishnotion
betwesn the rich and poor, never
hurt  the peuple’s feclings  and
showed the trait of humanism The
first British Resident of Malacea
was  Mr. Abdullah
described  how  everyone  in
Singapare was sad when he retumed
home in 1823 fur he was a good

Faryohar,
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Resident. Fram the bepinming of hig
recidency i Malacea, nght up to the
tine of the foumthng of Singaporn:,
he had never hurt people's feelings
nor dong  the =mallest harm o
anyone of any tace. All poeople hked
and respected him for the faimess of
his rulings. '

RBegarding  Raffles,  Abduliah
discribed him as wvery pood  at
paying dus respect ta the people in a
friendly mannsr.  Hc  treated
cyervans with proper resepect, cared
for the feclings of others and Wik
opun-handed with the peaple.™ And
when Lord Minto came to Malacca
for the Lirst time in (811, Abdnilah
said that the people welcomud him
chewﬁ:liv bacanse they recopnized a
fius character, a person Wwho knuw
how to gain the affection of men. s
released the prisvncrs and deblors
wham the Duteh had imprisoncd. He
ordercd all instruments for torlure
which had been found in the Dark
Dungeon to be taken vut ™ |

Since the Bntish  occupied
Malacca they ordered the plaications
and rice-ficlds to be openea and
cultivated and the jumgle to be
cleared away so that the peopls
might have easy means of gluwmg
foed and sarning their hwng, At
that time Malacca was at prace and
prosperity;, merchandiss went in and
oul from all countries Poor peopls
could cmin their living and the rich
emoved a much hetter Living, Many
poople from other countrics came o
Malacea ta live, marying and
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Bringing uy their tamtlizs, where the
customs and flaws wore good, ™
Abdullal explzined thal when the
Dutch had taken over Malaces [iom
the Dritish the  majority of people
had felt glad because thev thougl
that the Dutch wore mwuch betler
than  the English.  But  thew
expeclation  faded  away  because
they had soon felt the "iron hand of
the Dutch” and longed for the requm
of English rule. Everv dav the Dutch
made chanees in the method of
admunistratian,  the  system of
sovernmanl and tho lyws of the
Brtish. In doing o, thev cuused
great hardstups for the pucr. sinec
every duy people wers obliped 1o
Py moncy. Taxes wure increaszl
and imposed on things which had
not bezn taxed by the British. ™
Ttus descripiion of the British by
Abdullih seems to be exascorgted
and generalized. W know from the
expurience ol colonialism in our
country, whether by (he British o
the Duich thar their attituduy towards
the patives was not very differcat
They wenld be very kind towards
the natives as long as they did not
stind agatnst their gouls. did not
uppase their policy and cooperated
with Lheim reaching the poaly,
otheryise, they should he
ehimnated [n addition, with onlv
few British representalives.
Abdullah made a general i Impression
that the Rritish wers of fine prople,
Howevar, to some  oxtent  the
Brititsh artiludy (owards the subjects

Al evas, ap, B foop

[F]

under  thenr  colonial  mile i
gencrally aceepted (o Be much berfer
than thul of the Duleh,
Abdullah's  description  of (ke
Rrish eolonialists slso secms 4
have appeared  ven subjective
Perhaps, during the Dutch colonal
era of Malwea, he had no positicg
i the government ar m the service
of the Dulch, 50 he did not irain any
benefit from them, However, if we
fook al the humanitarian movement
which mnilugnced  Halfles  and
leciliaps other British administrators,
Ahdullab's observation might ha trye
to some extent Lo addition, Hatfles'
fins charaeter Wwis alug
acknowledged Ly other writary, for
exmaple, H E. Froton savs thal
Raffles was the kindest of masters,
the most deligthul of companions,
He stood out a3 great morally and.
intellsctually as it was palitically,
And R Coupland mentions. Rafflas
wits free and friendly in his relations
with the natives as with  the
European comuminity. As at Peinang
and Malacea © 50 m Java. he made
the most of every oppuorlunitv of
persenal intercourse with the peopls
of the country. They were frequently
m his house. He talked to tham by
e roadsides  and  in their
villages When he resided for some
menths at Semarang, the native
chiels were canstant puests at his
tally *
Whal 13
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Abghelfal ig  imfermalivn on  Lhe

British  opimion  of  Islam  and
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mMuzlime in Malacca.,  Probably
Abdullah did et find any Brilish
authorlics who had made a rescarch
on the Malavan Muslims as Raffles
did on the Indencsan Muslims.

Conclusion

Ratiles' opimion of Islam and the
nuslims n Java i3 nol very different
from that of the Dutch who came te
ndanesia  from the sixtesath o
nincteenth  centuncs, His  attitade
and impression of Islam are nogative
and biased. His intercst in the pre-
Islamic history of Java i3 much
wreator than his conewrn with the
Islarnic history and culture of the
region, From this we can infer teat
he  appreciated  Hindmsm  and
Buddhism mare than [slam. In
addition, since [slam is the religon
of the mayornity of people in the East
Inice and since he saw how Ihe
fanatic Padris ravaged the country, it
i& understandable that he shared the
policy of "satural hostility' of 1P,
Coon. He miglt also have hesn
influenced hy the Dulch theologians
who saw Islam as horetical religion
when he said that the Padris wete
nfluenced by the "false prophet”
and that the Quran contains the
"deterigrating  tenets,"  Rallles’
aftitude fowards the Muslims and his
opinion of [slam indicate thal the
pattern  of  "natural  hestlity”
coninued well nle the twentieth
century and  he  perpetuated  the
Wesicrn medieval image of Islain,

itafiles Views un Iskim
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