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Slavery
in Narrative of the Life of Frederick
Douglas by Himself

Suparman’

Abstract: Pendekatan obyektif dalam fulisan
ini dipakai untuk mengungkap elemen praktik
slavery dalam Narrative of the Life of Fre-
derick Douglas. Hasil analisis menunjukkan
bahwa elemen slavery dapat diketahui me-
lalui apa yang djjalani. Tema besar karya ini
adalah perbudakan kulit putih tehadap kulit
hitam (negro) di Amerika Serikat Slave be-
nar-benar diperlakukan seperti binatang. Mu-
lai dari cara memberi makan yang kurang
dan disatukan dengan binatang tidak diberi
pakalan yang cukup; tidur sekandang dengan
babi, kuda, atau hewan lain; tidak diberi ke-
sempatan untuk istirahat/ tidur cukup; dila-
rang untuk belajar; dipaksa kerja keras tanpa
berhenti: dipaksa mengembalikan upah hasil
Jerih payahnya; kaum perempuan dicambuk
dan disiksa setengah mati bahkan tidak ha-
nya itu, anak-anakpun disiksa hingga me-
ninggal. Semua itu adalah contoh kebiadaban
para slaveholder,

Kata Kunci: Slavery, Shveholders, Slaves,
Inhumanity, dan United States of America.

AMERICAN slavery has an important role in
developing and progressing United State of
America. One of the causes of the develop-
ment of USA was the existence of slavery at
that time. Historically, there were some slaves
were taken and kidnapped from Africa and
were brought to the new land, America. After
getting in the new land, African slaves were
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demanded and forced by the
their slaveholders to work too
hard in cultivating plantation.
The slaveholders treated the sla-
ves inhumanly for the sake of the
white’s profits. Inhumanity treat-
ment of African slaves by the
white can be seen clearly thro-
ugh the novel Namrative of the
Life of Frederick Douglas.

This novel is very interes-
ting to be discussed because the
story relates with human’s pro-
blem, inhumanity of the slavery,
which is sometimes faced by
people in the daily life. Very
often, it forces one to find the
solution or to escape from it. Sla-
very describes a wide variety of
conditions whereby one person
subordinates another, usually by
the exercise of physical coercion,
and exerts some proprietorship,
either legally or customarily.'
One question appeared in analy-
zing this is what elements of in-
humanity experienced by the
characters in the work.

In analyzing this, the writer
employs the discipline of Ameri-
can Studies (AS), also will em-
phasize three important approa-
ches in it. Tremaine McDowell?
stated that AS move towards the
reconciliation of tenses, the re-
conciliation of the academic dis-
cipline, and the reconciliation of
region, nation, and the world.

The first important core
above suggested that AS implies
the reconciliation of time: past,
present, and future. The past ex-
periences affect the present ones,
and the present ones contribute
to the future experiences. Based
on the view, this will trace back
the inhumanity of the slavery in,
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corresponding to what has been
described in this novel.

The second is the psycho-
logical approach to gain under-
standing especially about the in-
ternal and external causes and
precipitating factors of inhumani-
ty. Psychologically,inhuman treat-
ment will not cause harmony. It
is precisely the opposite of the
fact that inhuman treatment will
cause rebellion, defense, and the
like. Even more important, is the
psychological effect of the mas-
ter’s inhuman treatment to the
slaves. Abram’s mimetic theory
will be applied in this study. This
theory views the literary work as:
imitation, reflection, counterfei-
ting, representation of the world,
and human life. The objects that
literary work represents are those
of human action and life not of
person.’ It means that literary
work is a reflection of human life
of a society at a certain time.

In relation to the above
theory, Burns, Elizabeth, and
Tom is Sociology of Literature
and Drama have suggested that
a literary work should be consi-
dered as a social phenomenon.*
Being a product of certain social
phenomenon, a novel reflects
worldviews. The content and the
form of the novel drive more
closely from social phenomenon;
thus, the literary work is the re-
flection of the life of a society.
So, this novel will be examined
as a portrait of black people’s
tragic life experience in American
society during the slavery period.
Therefore sociological approach
will be utilized in this study. Ano-
ther important approach in AS is
micro to macro, as stated by Jay
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Grumman, who claims that AS
begins with micro to macro.
Starts small, moves outwards.’
Accordingly, George Herhert
Mead suggests that the research
will start from micro world or the
literary itself. Then, it moves
from macro society to the phy-
sical environment.® This means

that this study will view a literary

work as a starting point to reveal
a broader context of black peo-
ple in American society.

History will also be used
since this writing relates the past
time. The historical data, which
will be used, are meant to ex-
plore the relevant and important
events occurring in the slavery
period corresponding to what
has been described in the work.
The historical point of view will
trace back the inhumanity that
took place among the black
people in American society du-
ring and immediately following
the slavery era.

The statements seem to
indicate that research on AS
stresses an interdisciplinary ap-
proach. Henry Nash Smith in his
essays Can AS Develop a Me-
thod states that AS is a collabo-
ration among men working from
within existing academic discipli-
nes but attempting to widen bo-
undaries imposed by conventio-
nal method of inquiry. Moreover,
he explains that a student of lite-
rature should consider the data
and methods of other disciplines
such as history, sociology, and
psychology. On the other hand,
the student of sociology and his-
tory should also consider the da-
ta and methods of scholarship in
the fields of the arts.” This means
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that AS perceives a literary work
as an artifact of cultural pheno-
mena which consists of sociolo-
gical, historical etc, rather than as
a verbal world.

For the collection of data,
the analysis is based on library
research. This research involves
a collection of critical books, jo-
urnals and essays about the
works of Frederick Douglas and
about the historical, sociological,
psychological and cultural back-
ground of the black people in
American societies as well as in
literature. The main source of
this novel is as written in 7he
Norton Anthology of American
Literature 3% edition, vol. 1 p.
1873-1938 and from Internet
and other sources listed in the
bibliography

Background Information of
the Author

As stated by Rene Wellek
and Austin Warren in their book,
The Theory of Literature that,
the life background of the au-
thors is very close to the work of
literature: The most obvious cau-
se of a work of art is its creator,
the author, and hence an expla-
nation in terms of the personality
and the life of the writer has
been one of the oldest and best-
established methods of literary
study.® Understanding the au-
thor’s life background is very
useful in interpreting his works;
this section intends to present the
biography of Frederic Douglas.

Frederick Douglas was one
of the slaves in slavery period in
America. He was a Negro aboli-
tionist and reformer. He was
born on February 1817-1895.
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He escaped from slavery in 1838
and settled in New Bedford. In
1841 at an abolitionist meeting
in Nantucket, he related his slave
experiences, and for the next
four years, despite many indig-
nities, he lectured through the
East for antislavery groups. In
1845 he published Narrative of
the Life of Frederick Douglas
which revealed his master’s iden-
tity and endangered Douglass’
liberty. In his narrative, Douglas
revealed all of his master’s cruel-
ty, inhuman, and savage beha-
vior. He could complete his wri-
ting after being successful in es-
caping from his master (slave-
holder). It means that he was
free and successful to leave his
master. It was logical that when
his previous master knew that his
savage temper were written and
spread out, the master could be
angry and might catch him.
Fortunately he was very brave
and optimistic in struggling his
black friend. He used his lecture
fees to aid fugitive slaves and
headed the Rochester station of
the Underground Railroad. Du-
ring the Civil War, he recruited
negroes for Union Army’ He la-
ter, provoked his black friends to
rebel against the slaveholders.

Historical Background of
Africans in America

The basic paradox under-
lving the African or Afro-Ame-
rican experience is that the black
man is both an outsider and an
early settler of America. Africans
came first t6 America not as en-
slaved persons, but as explorer,
traders, visitors and built with the
native Americans a great civiliza-
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tion that fortunately could not be
erased by Europeans.'®

In Backgrounds of Ameri-
can Literary Thought, Horton
and Edwards stated that, later,
the black people were brought to
America from Africa as slaves.
They were cut off from their
former culture, forbidden to live
in a family unit, and denied the
right to literacy and education.
The black man could only re-
fract,in inevitably distorted ways,
the value, mores, and attitudes
of the civilization of which he
gradually became a part.!! The
Black Americans were African
people who were brought and
sold as slaves by people who
involved themselves in the colo-
nization of America'? Black peo-
ple and their next generations
are called the Black American or
Negro American or Afro-Ameri-
can. Black people were origi-
nally brought to America in cha-
ins to work as slaves on the plan-
tation to cultivate cotton, tobac-
co, rice, and other crops that
were the foundation of the Sou-
thern agricultural economy. In
the West, African -slave system
were mostly women, simply be-
cause most agricultural workers
were women and because, in
areas where polygamy was prac-
tices, slave wives were greatly in
demand. This is one of the rea-
sons why fewer women than
men were brought to the Ame-
rica as slaves; African slave ow-
ners simply outbid the Europe-
ans for valuable female slaves."

The US profited from the
system of enslavement and its
commerce in persons both as a
free interdependent part of the
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world capitalist system. This eco-
nomic process, involving mer-
chants and planters, became the
very life of the colonies. In fact,
up to the mid-19* century, Ame-
rican economic development res-
ted mainly on foreign commerce
with enslavement and products
grown by enslaved African at the
center of the process.'*

African under American
Enslavement

Slavery was fundamentally
evil on the side of moral posi-
tion. As Henry Clay said, slavery
is a curse to the master and a
wrong to the slave.!” African sla-

ves were trapped in the Ameri-

can enslavement system, which

was very brutal and different -

from slavery in other societies.
African slavery protected the ba-
* sic rights of the prisoner and allo-

wed him to own property, marry -

(even a member of the owner’s
family), and eventually gain his
freedom.®

The European racist tho-
ught played a great role in for-
ming the basis of the American
enslavement system. Racism was
expressed in religious, biological,
and cultural absurdities. Accor-
ding to whites, they were given
the power by God to conquer,
civilize, and christianize the Afri-
can heathen and of course, take
his/ her wealth in the process.
Moreover, the biological absurdi-
ties redefined the African as be-
ing less than human, denying
their history and humanity, and
attributing to them animal cha-
racteristics to match the inhuma-
ne way whites treated them. Fi-
nally, the cultural absurdities re-
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solved around claims of having
both the natural right and res-
ponsibility to conquer and use
the human and material resour-
ces of lesser peoples for the ad-
vancement of the moral noble
and advanced ones."” _

Defining slavery was not
easy in a democracy, or rather, a
group of democracies. Slavery,
as a legal category, defined cer-
tain people as part of people and
part property. Trying to name a
significant domestic issue that -
has nothing to do with the status
of Afro-American presents a
challenge. Crime, family, educa-

_tion, housing, and the environ-

ment even foreign military en-
tanglements and border controls
all have racial implications.'®

The Afro-American faced
many problems in struggling to
obtain equality. This condemned
the Afro-American not only to
inferior, money starved school
system but also to -a wide-ra-
nging Jim Crow Law (any law
requiring the segregation of the
white and colored races, that was
implemented in. the Southern
states of The US): segregation of
buses, railroads, schools, hotels,
hospitals, restaurants, lavatories,
theaters, trade unions, and many
other institutions and facilities.'®

With regard to education,
the Afro-American struggle to
obtain equality in the early 20"
century was much influenced by
Booker T. Washington, a son of
a slave mother and a white fa-
ther.The Afro-American popula-
tion was numerically strong, but
they were powerless. The blacks
could not organize and fight to
sustain their rights. They were
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too poor and thus economically
vulnerable. In a position of eco-
nomic dependence, they were
politically powerless. Afro-Ame-
rican always had low purchasing
power as a result of their low
wages coming from their inferior
and restricted position in the la-
bor market. Even in the past,
there was a greater explanation
of black laborers than of any
other section of the working
class, manifesting itself particu-
larly in lower wages, longer ho-
urs, excessive use of child labor
and a higher proportion of wo-
men at work.”’ Afro-American
struggled not only for the oppor-
tunity to get good education and
good employment, but for equa-
lity in political life also. It is a fact
that the liberty and dignity of the
Afro-American could never be
secure so long as it depended on
the benevolence of the white
men rather than on the power of
the Afro-American themselves.!
On the other side, Booker T.
Washington did not expect the
colored people to struggle for
equality in political and social
lives. His message for the Afro-
American was that they should
give up their demands for politi-
cal and social equality and con-
centrate on economic advance-
ment through the learning of
trades and vocational skills.

As a result of slave trade,
some of husbands were separa-
ted from wives and parents from
children.Most of the slaves’ help-
less was against the aggression of
brutal masters. The brutality of
slavery was expressed on the
physical and sexual level. Psy-
chological brutality included dai-
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ly humiliation, denial and defor-
mation of African history and hu-
manity, sexual brutality was im-
posed on enslaved African wo-
men, men, and children. Bree-
ding and rape became the two
principal forms of sexual abuse
and brutality suffered by Afro-
American.”

Even after America gained
its independence, the slavery of
the Afro-American people conti-
nued. In fact, after the indepen-
dence of America, slavery see-
med to be abolished by the Fe-
deral Government. The abolition
of slavery began from the nor-
thern states and most people
seemed to accept it. But, the
Southern states tried to maintain
slavery. The abolition of slavery
in the Southern states took a
long time, because the Southern
white people still depended on
slave labor for their agrarianism.
After the Civil War, in which the
South lost or was defeated, the
slavery in the South ended; the
slaves were freed. Although the
slaves were freed, their status re-
mained unequal to the other so
called white Red Necks.?*

The history of the US has
recorded the Afro-American ex-
periences as especially sorrowful.
The spirit of independence was
wounded by the slavery of the
black people. Even after the Civil
War, when slavery had been
abolished, Afro-American was
still regarded as inferior citizens.
They were still treated unfairly by
the white, and the most bitter of
their experiences was sexual ex-
ploitation, rape, and incest. Sla-
very and Jim Crow were rationa-
lized and justified by people’s
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claim to racial superiority. In the
name of white supremacy, every
imaginable act of human atrocity
was perpefrated against the
blacks. Then, in an all black situ-
ation, there occurred a chillingly
similar type of oppression sundry
acts of inhumanity leveled aga-
inst black females. Tragically, the
centuries of slavery and racism,
and the struggle to overcome
them, had not informed the hu-
manity of black men when it
came to black women.” Similar
to other people who have been
colonized and oppressed at one
time or another, the oppressive
experiences of black men did not
deter them from becoming op-
pressors themselves.

Slavery in MNarrative of the
Life of Frederick Douglas

Higgleton defines inhuman
as an extremely cruel actions.? It
describes the conduct or beha-
vior which is not humane, cruel,
and without pithy.?” Since the in-
humanity conducts are affected
from the masters of the slaves,
the writer wants to reveal the in-
humanity from the actions pro-
duced by the masters or slave-
holders. The slaveholders pro-
duce the inhumanity conducts.
They did not humanize human
being in all aspects of life: in
providing food, shelter, in giving
treatment, dispensation, etc. They
forced the slaves to do whatever
they wanted, without any com-
ments; yet, they did not provide
good and suitable rewards. To
have clearer pictures of inhuman
slavery, let the writer classifies
the elements of inhumanity.
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The way the masters provide
food for the slaves

One of the inhuman con-
ducts of the slaveholders was
shown when the master did not
provide enough food for the sla-
ves, including Douglas in the
Maryland plantation. The master
compelled the slaves to work too
hard day and night, but they did
not provide enough food for
them. Very often the slaves felt
hungry. Indeed, those who stare
at the half-peck of corn a week,
and love to count the lashes on
the slave’s back. (p.1880) Besi-
des small amount of food, Doug-
las, together with his slave fri-
ends got very bad quality of
food. Even worse, the master
served the food in very bad and
uncommon place for human be-
ing. We were not regularly allo-
wance. Our food was coarse
corn meal boiled. This was called
mash. It was put into a large
wooden tfray or trough, and set
down upon the ground. T7The
children were then called, like so
many pigs, and like so many pigs
they would come and devour the
mush; some with oyster shells,
others with pieces of single, some
with naked hands, and none
with spoons. He that ate fastest
got most; he that was strongest
secured the best place; and few
left the trough satisfied. (p. 1893)

Even though Douglas had
have meal already, but he was
stil hungry. He often got less
food for too hard work. There
were four slaves of us in the .
kitchen-my sister Fliza, my aunt
Princilla, Henry, and myself- and
we were allowed less than half of
a bushel of corn meal per week,
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and very little else, either in the
shape of meat or vegetables. It
was not enough for us to subsist
upon. (p. 1904) When there we-
re one or two of the slaves wan-
ted another food because they
were not full yet, the master
always provided it with over
amount. By this, the slave was
unable to eat all of them at the
same time. As the consequence,
if the slave did nat eat all of
them, the master would lash
them. ... fo make the slaves re-
frain from asking more food than
their reqular allowance, his mas-
ter gives more than is necessary,
and compels him fto eat it within
a given time. Then if he com-
plains that he cannot eat i, he is
said to be satisfied neither full
nor fasting, and is whipped for
being hard to please. (p. 1915)

The way the masters dress
the slaves

Since the cloth functions as
the protection from heat, cold,
and for illness, it is a significant
for human being to have enough
cloth. Douglas very often felt too
cold in the night for not having
enough cloth. 7 suffer much from
hanger, but much more from
cold. In hottest summer and col-
dest winter, | was kept almost na-
ked--no shoes, no stockings, no
Jjacket, no trousers, nothing on,
but a coarse tow linen shirts,
reaching only to my knees. I had
no bed. (p.1893) Almost the sa-
me idea, not enough cloth, was
stated on the other pages. Every
slave got cloth once a year. Chil-
dren unable to work in the field
‘would never have it. It was very
pity to see the children. Their
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yearly clothing consisted of two
coarse linen shirts, one pair of
linen trousers, like the shirts, one
Jjackel, one pair of trouser for
winter made of coarse Negro
cloth, one pair of stocking and
one pair of shoes; the whole of
which could not have cost more
than seven dollars. The children
unable to work in the field had
neither shoes, stocking, jacket
nor trousers.Children from seven
to ten years of both sexes, almost
naked, might be seen at all sea-
sons of the years. (p. 1885)

The way the masters treat
the slaves

The masters demanded the
slaves to work in the field too
hard and over time. Very often
the slaves should work until late
and sometimes midnight. When
they worked, the master oversaw
them seriously and never per-
mitted them to stop even one
minute. We were often in the
field from the first approach of
day till its last lingering ray had
left us; and at saving-fodder
time, midnight often caught us in
the field binding blades. When
we were at work, in the corn
field, he would sometimes crawl
on his hand and knees to avoid
detection, and all at once he
would rise nearly in our mid and
scream out, Ha. Ha! Dash on,
dash on! This being his mode of
aftack, it was never safe to stop a
single minute. .... watching eve-
rv motion of the slave. The work
was too hard. Every man had
personal responsibility to his or
her own job. Among the slaves,
they could not help each other,
or work together. ... it could ne-
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ver rain, blow, hail, or snow, too
hard for us to work in the field.
Work, work, work, work, was
scarcely more the or-der of the
day than of the night. (p. 1908)

. everyone has had his own
work to do; and no one could do
the work of the other, and have
his own go on at the same time.
(p.1911) At different place, Dou-
glas experienced too hard work.
He was sent by his master (Mr.
Hugh) to work in Mr. William
Gardner, an extensive ship-buil-
der. Over there, Douglas should
help around 75 carpenters at the
same time. At times | needed a
dozen pair of hands. I was called
a dozen ways in the space of a
single minute. Three or four voi-
ces would strike my ears at the
same moments. It was: (1) Fred,
come help me to cant this timber
here. (2) Fred, come camry this
timber yonder. (3) Fred, bring
that roller here. (4) Fred, go get a
fresh can of water. (5) Fred, co-
me, help saw off the end of this

timber. (6) Fred, go quick, and.

get the crowbar. (7) Fred, hold
on the end of the fall. (8) Fred,
go to the Blacksmith’s shop and
get a new punch. (9) Hurra Fred,
run and bring me a cold chisel
(10) I say Fred, bear a hand, and
get up a fire as quick as lightning
under that steam box. (11) Hal-
lo, nigger! Come, turn this grind-
stone. (12) Come, come! Move,
move! And bowse this timber
forward., (13) [ say, darky, blast
your eyes, why don’t you heat
up some pitch? Hallo, hallo, hal-
lo (three voices at the same time)
Come here -Go there -Hold on
where you are! Damn you if you
move,l’ll knock your brains out
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(p. 1923) Douglas was always
treated inhumanly and cruelly
even though he was in ill condi-
tion. He gave me a savage kick
in the side, and told me to get
up. [ tried to do so, but feel back
in the attempt. He gave me ano-
ther kick, and again told me to
rise. Mr. Covey gave a heavy
blow upon the head, making a
large wound, and the blood ran
freely. (p.1911) As I was getting
over the fence, out, run Covey
with his cowskin, to give me
another whipping. (p.1912) It
seemed that, the master enjoyed
whipping or lashing the slaves
including Douglas. He always got
savage whipping almost every
day. A/ of these lived at the Gre-
at House Farm, and enjoy the
luxury of whipping the servants
when they pleased, from old
Barney dawn to William Wilkes,
the coach-driver. (p.1889) Mas-
ter however not humane, slave-
holder.(p.1883)Besides, the mas-
ter had very bad temperament:
proud, selfish, fierce, cruel, and
killer to the slaves. Mr. Gore (the
overseer) was a grave man, and
though a young man, he in-
dulged in no jokes, said no funny
words, seldom smile. He spoke
but to command, commanded
but to be obeyed. When he whip-
ped, he seemed to do so from a
sense of duty. (p.1891) The mas-
ters often whipped Douglas be-
cause of some other reasons. He
should take care for Colonel’s
horse, besides working at the
field for plantation. The horse
should get special attention from
the keeper. When the horse has
not had proper attention, he
would get savage whipping from
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his master. For example, when
the horse did not move fast
enough, or hold his head high
enough, it was owing to some
fault of his keeper. The keeper of
the horse should really pay
attention to the specialty of the
horse. Evervthing depends on
the look of the horses, and the
state of Colonel Lloyd’s own
mind when his horses were brou-
ght to him for use. He has not
been sufficiently rubbed and cur-
ried, or he has not been properly
fed: his food was foo wet or too
dry; he got it too soon or too
late; he was too hot or too cold;
he had too much hay, and not
enough of hay; instead of old
Barney’s attending to the horse,
he had very improperly left it to
his son. (p.1889)

The way the masters provide
place for shelter
Another form of inhumani-
ty can be seen through providing
the shelter for slaves. The slave-
holders placed so many slaves
at one place, and they should
sleep together without any single
bed. There were no beds given
fo the slaves, unless one coarse
blankets be considered such...
. old and young, male and
female, married and single, drop
down side by side on the cold
damp floor, each covering him-
self or herself with their misera-
ble blankets. (p.1886) Moreover,
when the slaves wanted to sleep,
they should stay together with
the animals at the same location.
We were all ranked together at
the valuation. Men and women,
old and young, married and
single, were ranked with horses,
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sheep, and swine. There were
horses and men, cattle and wo-
men, pigs and children, all hol-
ding the same rank in the scale
of being, and were all subjected
to the same narrow examipa-
tion. (p.1901)

The way the masters think
about the slaves ‘
From the beginning, the
slaveholders regarded and tho-
ught the slaves as the lower class,
poor, not intellect human, etc.
After apologizing for his ignoran-
ce, and reminding the audience
that slavery was poor school for
human intellect and hearth...
(p.1875) Considering that, slaves
were as low as pigs, horse, and
some other animals, the white
men especially the slaveholders
and the-ir family treated their
slaves as they like including kil-
ling the slaves. Based on the
thinking of slaveholders, killing
the slaves was not harmful, it
was natural and very common.
...that killing a slave, or any
colored person, in Talbot county,
Maryland, is not treated as a
crime, either by the courts or the
community. The slaveholders
thought that it was very easy to
kill the slaves. They could kill the
slaves by themselves or asked/
hired another person to do it. To
kil the unexpected and poor
slaves, they need very litle mo-'
ney. /[t was a common saying,
even among little white boys;
that, it was worth a. halfcent to
kill a “nigger”, and a half-cent to
bury one. (p.1892) The slavehol- -
ders did so, because they tho-
ught that slaves were their own
possession.They could treat them
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as they like. Slaves were regar-
ded as their own property. Now
all the property of my old master
slaves included. Not a slave was
left free All remained slaves, from
the youngest to the oldest. (p.
1902)

The way to communicate
with the slaves

There was no fair commu-
nication in both, between the
master and the slaves and
among the slaves. Among the
slaves, they could not have com-
munication . easily because the
master always forbidden them to
do so. It was very clear when the
slaves worked in the field, they
were seriously looked and seen
by the master. The master did
not permit the slaves to talk each
other even a single minute. Be-
sides, among the slaves, they
had different languages and dif-
ferent ways of speaking. In the
second unfair communication,
the master never allowed or per-
mitted the slaves to answer or
respond the commands or ins-
tructions verbally. The slaves on-
ly obeyed every instruction of
their master. 7o all these com-
Plains, no matter how unjust, the
slave must answer never a word,
When he spoke, a slave must
stand, listen, and tremble. Dea-
ling with the conversation bet-
ween master and slaves, there
was a funny case, of Colonel
Lloyd. He had so many slaves
(around a thousand slaves) that
it was impossible for him to
know all his slaves. It might also
possible that all the slaves had
not seen their master yet. One
day, while riding a long the road,
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he met a colored man, and ad-
dressed him in the usual manner
of speaking to colored people on
the public highways of the south.

Well boy, whom do you belong?
To Colonel Lloyd, replied the
slave. Well, does the Colonel tre-
at you well? No sir, was the rea-
dv replay. What does the work
vou too hard? Yes sir. Well don'’t
he give you enough food? Yes
sir, he give enough, such as it is.
(p.1889)The colonel, after ascer-
taining where the slave belong-
ed, rode on. The man also went
on about his business, not drea-
ming that he had been conver-
sing with his master. He thought,
said, and heard nothing more of
the matter, until two or three
weeks afterwards. His overseer
then informed the poor man
that, for having found fault with
his master, he was now to be
sold to a Georgia trader.

The way the masters give
rest/ dispensation to the sla-
ves

It was Douglas’s pity that
he couldn’t visit his mother.
Eventhough she had serious sick-
ness, the master did not permit
him to see her until her death.
The master did not give a time
for him even one minute to leave
the work for visiting his own mo-
ther. She died when I was about
seven years old, on one of my
master’s farms, near Lee’s Mill |
was not allowed to be present
during her illness, at her death,
or burial. Besides Douglas had
no mother anymore, he was not
allowed to know about his fa-
ther. He only thought that his
father was a white man. The
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master forbidden him to know
whom his father was. According
to the master, it was not neces-
sary to know about his father.
According to the law established,
that the children of slave women
should follow the mothers, not
the father. She left me without
the slights intimation of who my
father was. The whisper that my
master was my father, may or
may not be true; and, true or
false, it is of, but little consequen-
ce to my purpose whilst the fact
-remain,... the children of slave
women shall in all cases follow
the condition of their mothers ...
(p. 1882) Another form of inhu-
manity is that, the master never
gave any occasion to develop
slaves’ education. Douglas very
often stole the working time to
learn the way of how to read and
write from the master’s wife. For-
tunately, the wife understood
him and taught him. She was
willing to teach him only when
her husband was not at home.
Another his good technique/ tip
of learning was by stealing his
master book to read and write
when the master was not at ho-
me. Knowing that she taught him
to learn, the master was angry
with his wife. He then never per-
mitted his wife to teach him any-
more. The master thought that
by teaching the slaves, it would
unfit them to be slaves. ... that it
was unlawful, as well as unsafe,
to teach a slave fo read. ... if you
give a nigger an inch, he will
take an ell. A nigger should know
nothing but to obey his master-
to do as he is told to do. Lear-
ning will spoil the best nig-ger in
the world. (p.1896) If the wife’s
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master still taught the slave, there
will be punishment from him. /#
is almost unpardonable offence
to teach slaves to read in this
Christian country.”® Almost in the
same form of forbiddance, the
master did not allow his slaves to
be active in religious activities.
There was not a man any where
round, who made higher profes-
sion of religion, or was more ac-
tive in revivals -more attfentive to
the class, love feast, pray and
preaching meetings, or more
devotional in his family... (p.
1916) Another irrationality is
that, the master did not give per-
mission for the slaves to bring
their own money or salary. They
have worked every week, then
earned from their working, but
the money should be given to
their master. The master had the
power to compel it up. / earned
it it was paid to me; it was right-
fully my own; vet, upon each
returning Saturday night, I was
compelled to deliver every cent
of that money to Master Hugh.
And why? Not because he ear-
ned it, not because he had any
hand in earning it ...(p. 1925)
Still another, the master did not
provide sufficient time for the
slaves to sleep. The slaves were
forced to work in the field from
very early in the morning and
stopped at very late in the eve-
ning. The slave had no time to
have enough rest, even for eno-
ugh sleep. They find less difficul-
ties from the want of beds, than
from the want of time fo sleep;
for when their day’s work in the
field is done, the most of them
having their washing, mending,
and cooking to do, and having
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few or none of the ordinary
facilities for doing either of these,
very many of their. sleeping ho-
urs are consumed in preparing
for the field the coming day...(p.
1886)

The way in treating women
There was almost no dif-
ferent treatment given to both
slaves, men and women. Very
often, the master whipped wo-
men slaves without pity. / have
often been awakened at the
dawn of day by the most hear-
trending shrieks of an own aunt
of mine, whom he used to tie up
to a joist, and whip upon her na-
ked back till she was literary co-
vered with blood. The louder she
screamed, the harder he whip-
ped: and where the blood ran
fastest, there he whipped Io-
ngest. (p. 1883-1884). Before he
commenced whipping Aunt Hes-
fer, he fook her into the kitchen,
and stripped her from neck to
waist, leaning her neck, shoul-
der, and back, entirely naked.
He then told her to cross her
hands, calling her at the same
time a d--d b--h. ... he tied her
hands with a strong rope... Then
he commenced to lay on the
heavy cowskin, and soon warm,
red blood come dripping the
floor. (p. 1884) Mr. Severe was
cruel man. I have seen him whip
a woman, causing the blood to
run half an hour at the time... (p.
1886). Another example of inhu-
man actions to women slave can
be seen through the story of the
cousin of Douglas’ wife. 7he wife
of Mr. Giles Hick murdered my
wi-fe’s cousin, a young girl bet-
ween fifteen and sixteen, ... bre-
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aking her nose and breastbone
with a stick, so that the poor girl
expired in a few hours after-
wards. (p. 1892) Master tied up
young woman 3 or 4 hours at a
time, and whip her before break-
fast: leave her, go to his store,
return at dinners, and whip her
again, cutting her at the places
already made raw with his cruel
lash. (p. 1906). Besides whipping
wo-men, the master (Covey) also
commenced one of the slaves to
do something sinful, prostitution.
He may be said to have been
guilty of compelling his woman
slave to commit the sin of adul-
tery. (p. 1909)

The way in treating children
In the slavery, children we-
re regarded as non-perfect hu-
man beings. Children were re-
garded as not human being be-
cause they were still helpless
physically, who could not work
for the master’s profits. From the
way of giving food, cloth, and
treating others, children did not
get those things. For example,
children who could not work vet .
in the field, they would not re-
ceive the cloth. It was very pity
for the children who had no clo-
thes. The masters were really in-
human to the children. They ne-
ver reckoned the children as part
of their slaves’ life until the chil-
dren could work or them. 7he
children unable to work in the
field had neither shoes, stocking,
jacket nor trousers. Children
from seven to ten years of both
sexes, almost naked, might be
seen at all seasons of the years.
(p. 1885). Again, in the way of
giving food to the children, the
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master fed the children as low as
feeding the animal, pigs.

Our food was coarse corn meal
boiled. This was called mash. It
was put into a large wooden tray
or trough, and set down upon
the ground. The children were
then called, like so many pigs,
and like so many pigs they
would come and devour the
mush; some with oyster shells,
others with pieces of single, some
with naked hands, and none
with spoons. He that ate fastest
got most: he that was strongest
secured the best place; and few
left the trough satisfied. (p. 1893)
Besides not having cloth, chil-
dren also got whipping from the
master or overseer. Mr. Severe
was cruel man. | have seen him
whip a woman, causing the
blood to run half an hour at the
time; and this, too, in the midst
of her aving children, pleading
for their mother’s release. (p.
1886). Douglas was an example
of very young man who was
enslaved to work over time. At
that time, Douglas was still 5
years old. Phuysically, five years
old boy was not old enough to
work in the cornfield. / was only
about five years old when I left it,
to go and live with my old mas-
ter on Colonel Lloyd’s planta-
tion; so that now I was between
ten and eleven years old. (p.
1901).

Conclusion

From any circumstances,
slaveholders treated their slaves
as low as animal, and sometimes
worse than animals. In the way
of providing foot, shelter, clo-
thes, and dispensation for rest,
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and so on, slaves were really un-
derestimated and treated inhu-
manly. Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglas is really very
rich of ideas or themes: black
consciousness, discrimination,
American dream (freedom from
slavery), inhumanity. For the ti-
me and space reasons, this paper
only discusses inhumanity.
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