Assessing Information Literacy Skills for Student Success in Writing Scientific Papers
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Abstract
This qualitative study aimed to investigate students' problems in using English resources as research references at Universitas Islam Negeri (UIN) Sumatera Utara. Data were collected through observations, interviews, and focused group discussions (FGD). The instruments used to complement the techniques include observation forms as well as interviews, and FGD lists. Furthermore, the study used WhatsApp on a smartphone to record, confirm, and ensure the validity of data about the subjects. The findings showed that English department students had difficulties searching for research resources and understanding texts from international journals and lack skills in writing scientific papers. Therefore, intensive writing practices would enhance writing skills, perception, and knowledge of when to pursue assistance. The English Department must revisit or remodify its curriculum and syllabi of the Scientific Writing course to include skills such as organizing academic writing, the standards involved, writing styles, and ethics. 
Keywords: academic writing, scientific writing, scientific papers, thesis, problems in English understanding

